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MS. RINCON: My name is Harriet Rincon, 

H-A-R-R-I-E-T, R-I-N-C-0-N. My address is 8220 

Harrison Avenue, #206, here in Munster. It's a 

condominium building one block north of Ridge 

on Harrison. The tracks I believe will go 

right behind our detached garages. 

I am not opposed to the South Shore coming. 

I think it will benefit us far more than it 

will be detrimental for us. We will have the 

train behind our garages, but from what I 

understand now, the station and all the 

parking, everything is going to be on the south 

side of Ridge. We live on the north side. 

So I think we need it in this area. I 

think we need people to be able to work in 

Chicago, make better money in Chicago, come 

back out here. I don't have land that's going 

to be acquired, so I can look at it a little 

differently because I'm not going to be 

affected, so those are my thoughts. 

MS. KARPINSKI: I am Patricia Karpinski 

with a K, K-A-R-P-I-N-S-K-I, and I live at 8220 

Harrison Avenue, Unit 404 in Munster, the same 

building as the last lady. And I am very happy 

that we well have· the South Shore extension to 
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Dyer. I am happy that the station will be at 

Ridge Road near me. The train will come right 

on the back of our building. Our building is 

kind of diagonal on Harrison, but anyway the 

train will come behind our detached garages, 

and that's fine. 

I'm happy because I will be able to go 

downtown and go shopping, to the theater, to 

the Orchestra Hall, and if I want to go myself, 

I will be able to go. I am partially -- I've 

been partially sighted all my life and not been 

able to drive, and I'm 68 years old. I've 

always had to live in areas where there is 

public transportation, and the public 

transportation in Northwest Indiana is the 

worst that I've ever seen, so it's got to 

improve, and I think this will help it to 

improve, and I will be able to go downtown 

myself without having to get someone to give me 

a ride to the train, my boyfriend. It will be 

great to go to Macy's or wherever I want to go 

downtown. I love downtown Chicago. I went to 

school down there. I worked down there before 

I went away to other cities to work, and now 

I'm back. I'm retired, and I like Munster, so 
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I think that the train will increase our 

property values, which is also good. And there 

will be a little bit more noise, I understand 

train noise, but I grew up in Blue Island. I 

grew up near three sets of railroad tracks. I 

didn't grow up on the right side of the 

railroad tracks, believe me, so I think it will 

be fine. A lot of the other people in the 

building that I live in, since we are older, a 

lot of us did grow up near railroad tracks, so 

railroad noise doesn't bother us so much. I'm 

used to it. 

So that's what I have to say, but I do 

think that most of the time people who drive, 

they don't think of anybody who is not able to 

drive for one reason or another, and there are 

more people like me around than you think. 

I just want to also say that, yes, I know 

people will probably say, well, why don't you 

use Frank Mrvan's Dial-a-Ride? Well, you know, 

you have to call two weeks ahead of time for 

Dial-a-Ride, and it just hasn't been useful for 

me, but that's okay because I'm retired. Right 

now my boyfriend takes me, and I go a lot of 

places, but I want to be able to go places by 
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myself more so. Thank you. 

MR. SZUMELDA: My name is William Szumelda, 

7949 Madison Avenue, Munster, Indiana. I've 

been a Munster resident approximately eight 

years. My phone number is 219-836-0408. 

And my opinion about the considered South 

Shore line is negative at this time. I'm not 

in favor of it. It will add traffic, 

pollution, noise, affect the environment in the 

area. I live within five blocks of the 

railroad, and if it was there when I purchased, 

I would have not purchased, so I am a vote for 

no. 

MS. OFFDENKAMP: My name is Dorothy 

Offdenkamp, 0-F-F-D-E-N-K-A-M-P. I live at 

1511 Melbrook in Munster, and I'm opposed to 

the station going in on Harrison Street/Avenue, 

I think it's going to cause traffic woes. It's 

not fair to the residents as they were given 

virtually no explanation of what was coming at 

them and no referendum to vote on something 

quite major. 

I think it's going to be disruptive to the 

community at large in regards to traffic and 

being next door to a school and a whole noise, 
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vibration, a lot of elements that just isn't 

fair to introduce into a pre-existing 

neighborhood without even asking their opinion. 

Thank you. 

MS. O'CONNOR: I'm Julie O'Connor, 

0-apostrophe-C-0-N-N-O-R, 434 South Street .in 

Munster. My phone number is 312-925-6818. 

I'm here with a group of residents of the 

Ridge and Harrison neighborhood (see attached 

list), and these are our concerns: 

Number one, there was no referendum. How 

is this legal since the State of Indiana 

ordered a referendum? 

Tax payers and homeowners were not given a 

vote in brining this transit project to their 

neighborhoods, yet are being taxed by a county 

income tax to pay for it. Nobody is listening 

to residents who say they don't want it. 

Many residents feel town officials and 

other agency officials have not been 

transparent pbout the timeline, cost, potential 

property acquisitions, impact to specific 

neighborhoods or streets, and others aspects of 

the project. For example, at the October TOD 

meetings, we were told NICTD did not have 
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eminent domain capabilities and will not be 

taking any property for the stations, and 

apparently that is not the case. 

Attempts by residents to obtain information 

has been stonewalled and dismissed. At the 

November 2015 presentation at Eads, boards were 

presented showing the location of the 

Ridge/Manor station and parking lot. When 

owners of two homes sited in the parking lot 

area questioned NICTD, John Parsons stated that 

the boards depicted only an artist's rendering, 

that it didn't mean that's where the station is 

going, and that nothing has been decided yet. 

He further stated that the Eads' meeting was 

not the meeting to discuss that or answer 

resident questions, but that a future meeting 

would be scheduled to do so. No audience 

questions were taken at the November 2015 Eads 

meeting. 

The train will open the door to transit 

oriented development, which we will also not 

get a vote on. 

One of the alleged benefits of the project 

is increased access to higher-paying Chicago 

jobs; however, taxes on the income generated 
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from these jobs gets paid primarily to 

Illinois. How much income tax will the state 

lose if the project fulfills projections? 

Why isn't Illinois or any nearby Illinois 

communities contributing to the cost of the 

train even though we are counting on those 

residents for ridership goals? 

How much will taxes (state and county 

income tax, property tax) go up as a result of 

the project? 

Funding for this project is 

disproportionately disadvantageous to the 

economically disadvantaged communities of East 

Chicago and Gary without providing any benefit 

whatsoever to those residents. It is unfair 

for those cities to subsidize a project which 

takes passengers away from their cities and 

provides a benefit to the wealthier communities 

of Munster and Dyer. 

Electric commuter rail projects typically 

have a useful life of 30 years before needing 

replacement of rail, catenary and other 

components. Where will the funds for 

maintenance, major repairs and eventual 

replacement come from? 

8 



South Shore on-time and service performance 

is poor, especially in icy weather as we just 

saw with the six- to eight-hour delay with 

trapped passengers with no heat and no restroom 

facilities. Why is the extension being built 

with the same faulty technology? 

Even NICTD's own strategic plan no longer 

claims any jobs will be created by this 

project. 

Transit alternatives like rapid-transit 

buses were not considered. Buses require no 

infrastructure, are flexible and expandable and 

are far less costly than rail. 

The West Lake extension will not go all the 

way downtown due to track limitations with 

Metra and station limitations at Millennium 

Station. A certain number of the rides will be 

a shuttle which takes Dyer, Munster and South 

Hammond passengers only to the Hammond gateway 

station where they will have to disembark, 

travel down a level, and re-board a train from 

the South Shore main line. 

What about Metra's southeast line? If that 

gets built, how will it affect ridership on the 

West Lake extension? 
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Has the need been established and it deemed 

necessary for two train stations in Munster so 

close to each other with only an estimated 1300 

increase in new passengers projected? It's not 

necessary for the Munster/Ridge station to be 

so close to the South Hammond station, only two 

miles away. 

To this day, no affected residents have 

been contacted by NICTD or the Town of Munster. 

Many plans have been made for our neighborhood, 

even ones which will force some of us from our 

homes, yet it seems we are the last to know. 

Some of us learned our homes would be taken by 

walking into a meeting, such as today, and 

seeing a parking lot in place of our homes. 

That we have been offered no information and no 

input is offensive and disrespectful. The way 

they have handled this gives me no confidence 

that they are going to work with me in good 

faith as a homeowner. What assurances can 

NICTD give that displaced or otherwise affected 

homeowners will have a seat at the table? 

A majority of affected residents did not 

receive notice of these hearings from NICTD nor 

notice of the TOD meetings last fall despite 
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NICTD claiming they mailed notices. If not 

NICTD, who from our Town Council is advocating 

for impacted Munster families to ensure we are 

treated fairly, considered, and compensated for 

potential losses? 

Residents within a quarter mile of the 

station will experience decreased property 

values due to noise, vibration, traffic and 

disruption. How will they be compensated? 

Has the historic value of properties been 

considered? The four houses being taken for 

the Ridge Road station are each almost or more 

than 100 years old and have historic value. 

One is a mini-farm that has been in Munster for 

150 years. 

Some houses that allegedly will not be 

taken will have the station parking lot 

directly adjacent to their property lines. 

What measures will be taken to ensure resident 

property is protected and not subject to 

trespassing by passengers? 

Harrison is a major thoroughfare for 

emergency response (EMS, police, and fire) and 

St. Paul School. Increased traffic will mean 

decreased safety response time and decreased 
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safety in general for the families of this 

neighborhood. How will safety response times 

and concerns be addressed? 

Emergency responders (EMS, police, fire) 

will experience delays due to West Lake trains 

at grade-level crossings. School children 

walking to Eads, St. Paul, or St. Thomas More 

School from the west side of the West Lake 

corridor, particularly south of Ridge will need 

to cross the tracks twice daily to get to and 

from school. What safety measures will be in 

place to ensure safe crossings and avoid track 

cutting? Will the tracks be fenced? 

The location of the tracks so close to 

resident back yards along Garfield and 

Frederick will produce unacceptable levels of 

noise. Will there be a quiet zone established 

from the onset of service? What about 

vibration mitigation? 

The current infrastructure in the area 

cannot adequately support the increased traffic 

along Ridge Road, Manor, and Harrison, How 

much will NICTD provide to make repairs and 

improvement? Will the Town of Munster be 

required to pay for needed improvements or 

12 



repairs? If so, is the Town Council prepared 

to add these costs to its budget now or will 

residents around the station have to live with 

unsafe roads, increased traffic, decreased 

safety, et cetera until the need is established 

in order to provide for funding or until 

additional funds are available? 

Will residents lose property to needed 

street widening? Traffic, especially from east 

and west, will greatly increase into an already 

congested area (Ridge, Manor, Harrison). Will 

increased traffic and passenger count require 

additional public services, for example police 

and EMS, and how will it be paid for? 

What about McDonald's traffic? The 

McDonald's is located at 515 Ridge Road. There 

is a center left-hand turn lane that can 

accommodate about five or six cars. What 

happens when 12 or 15 or 20 cars try to turn in 

for a breakfast sandwich before catching the 

train? Those cars will block the eastbound 

left lane of Ridge and possibly the right-hand 

lane as well bringing traffic on Ridge to a 

crawl or stop. And the southbound Harrison 

intersection will be a nightmare. 
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Why are we putting the station behind 

homes, essentially hiding it behind the parking 

lot and a row of homes on Harrison. Are they 

trying to keep a neighborhood feel - even 

though they took out a section of this 

neighborhood by removing the four homes on 

South Street? Wouldn't it make more sense to 

put it where Aurelio's and KFC are and relocate 

those businesses? That way it would be open 

for all to see the train station, not 

shoe-horned into a residential neighborhood. 

There is a discrepancy between the map, the 

chart on page -- I'm not sure what the chart is 

-- and the language on page 4-33 stating 18 

homes on the end of Garfield will be taken for 

parking. Nicole Barker is the one who told me 

to make sure that I get that one in there. 

So we were told in October that no homes 

would be taken for the TOD yet House Bill 1286 

would grant eminent domain powers to Regional 

Development Authorities. Why would RDAs need 

eminent domain if no homes will be taken? 

How many total homes will be taken for the 

Transit Oriented Development portion of this 

project? 
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We understand that because of the federal 

money given, Munster's TODs will have to 

include low income housing. First, how much 

low income housing is required to put in the 

town? And, second, where is the proposed 

placement of that housing? 

With the TOD there will be an increase in 

population. How will the TOD/RDA support the 

School Town of Munster public schools who are 

currently in a financial crisis? 

The TOD is to be a multi-use building 

containing condos, office space and businesses. 

What is the plan for the business space? Will 

the TOD support small business or will it be 

another mattress store? I am a small business 

owner and it's not easy. Will the rent be 

affordable for small businesses to rent? Just 

to clarify, I'm not a small business owner, one 

of the neighbors that I'm speaking on behalf of 

is a small business owner. 

The TOD will fundamentally change the 

nature of the town to high-density residential 

housing which Munster has historically found 

undesirable. 

MS. DAVIS: Susan Davis, 8425 Harrison 
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Avenue, 219-836-4735. 

And I'm strongly opposed to the placement 

of the Ridge Road station. I don't see any 

reason to place it there when the environmental 

impact statement says that it is not compatible 

with the current residential neighborhood. 

There's going to be another station within 

a mile or so to the south and another one to 

the north, I think this is totally unnecessary. 

It's going to be very disruptive to the 

existing community. It's going to cause 

displacement of residents, and it's going to 

for those of us who are near to the station, 

it's going to have a very impact on our 

property values and our lives, and my family 

has been on the property for 70 years, and most 

of our neighbors have been there between 30 and 

70 years. We have people with special needs 

children. We have elderly residents, and we 

don't want to be dealing with the additional 

traffic. There does not seem to a cohesive 

plan for dealing with the traffic and the 

noise, et cetera, lights. We just don't see 

any need for the placement of this station 

there unless it is just to open a gateway for 
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the Transit Oriented Development, which we 

understand may be in the works next which will 

have an even more dramatic impact on the 

residents in the area there. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I'm doing this on 

behalf of Beverly Nyhan, N-Y-H-A-N, Beverly 

Nyhan, who owns the residence at 8434 Harrison 

Avenue in Munster, phone number 219-836-2167. 

That house was built by her sister over 

60 years ago. It is a very valuable house in a 

very valuable neighborhood with a very sizeable 

lot. She used to own seven acres there, sold 

most of it to Monaldi for development, so we're 

not unwittingly just opposed to development. 

We want sensible development, and putting a 

train through that neighborhood is not a really 

good idea, but the really bad idea is trying to 

put a train station in that neighborhood and 

destroy the quality of life for everybody in 

that entire neighborhood as well as the church 

and the school which 4-year-old to 14-year-old 

kids attend every day and all the kids on the 

bus stops right there, and then there'~ another 

church about two-and-a-half blocks away with 

another 500 students aged 4 to 14, and this is 
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the kind of development we don't want in this 

neighborhood: No train station at Ridge. 

Thank you. 

MS. EDINGTON: I'm Andrea Edington, 

E-D-I-N-G-T-0-N. 

I'm very opposed to the train going through 

the heart of my neighborhood. I have lived in 

this area for 30 years. The area has grown in 

population with business over time. This has 

been a benefit to the community. A train will 

not benefit Munster residents. 

People living on the east side of Calumet 

Avenue may not even be aware of the train going 

through, but for those of us in the immediate 

area of the train, it will be horrible. First 

of all, I cannot even imagine the heartbreak 

for the people whose homes will be destroyed 

and forced to move because of the train. 

Changing homes, schools and uprooting your 

entire life so a train can go through a 

beautiful neighborhood must be unbelievably 

stressful and the worst of their nightmares. 

There will be a tremendous increase in 

noise. Although it seems there are proposed 

steps to alleviate some noise, there is no way 
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all the noise from the train horn and the train 

itself can be eliminated. The noise will be 

deafening. Our once quiet neighborhood where 

people can peacefully garden, barbecue and go 

on living a normal life will be gone. 

Safety will be a huge concern. How can a 

resident walk or bike safely to get from one 

side of town to the other? We will be forced 

to come out on Ridge Road where the traffic is 

already heavy and will only increase due to the 

train. It is ironic that the train would 

interfere with the only walking path in the 

immediate area. The train will virtually stop 

families and individuals from using the path. 

Rerouting the path won't make much of a 

difference, we still have to get to it. 

There will be an increase in traffic. 

Ridge Road is already very busy, and the 

increase in traffic will create congestion, 

pollution and more noise in the area. 

There will also be a negative environmental 

impact on the wildlife in the area. We 

actually have a fox. I have seen it several 

times in the early morning hours, and what a 

thrill it is. It is my understanding there is 
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actually a family, and they may be living in 

the area where the homes will be destroyed. 

The fox and its young, if there are any, will 

go as well. Even if it were to somehow 

survive, it would not be able to cross over 

from one side to the next. That may seem very 

trivial to people who value money concerns over 

the simple joy of seeing a wild animal actually 

thrive in a community like ours, but to us it's 

a thrill to see. 

The argument is that the train will enable 

people who live south to go north. I think 

it's worth noting that the train also makes it 

possible for people north to come to our 

community. There's a huge gang problem on the 

south side of Chicago. I don't think it's out 

of the question to consider that these people 

will have easy access to our neighborhood. 

I'm not familiar with the current network 

of the train tracks in the area. However, I do 

know there is an Amtrak station in Dyer on 

Sheffield. There is also a track that goes 

through Illinois near the country club. I 

wonder if these tracks have even been 

considered for this project. From what I see, 
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the Illinois tracks run in a less populated 

area. It is not residential. Since this 

project must enter Illinois as that is 

obviously the point to go to Chicago, why not 

bypass the Munster residential area for an 

existing Illinois track? This train should not 

be coming through a residential area in 

Munster. It does nothing to enhance our 

community. In fact, it will negatively impact 

a really nice area to live in. An alternate 

route through a less populated area should be 

taken. Thank you. 

MR. DAVIS: My name is Thomas Davis. I 

live at 8425 Harrison Avenue, Munster, Indiana. 

My number is area code 219-836-4735. 

I am very opposed to this station just on 

the fact that it's an increase in noise, it's 

an increase in light pollution from the parking 

lot. The traffic is going to be a lot worse 

than it is now on Harrison Avenue and Ridge 

Road. There's a school right down the street 

that when the traffic comes from it at 3:00 

o'clock, it's already backed up from Briar Lane 

to Ridge. I can't imagine what it's going to 

be like with a train station on Ridge Road. 
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That's basically it. 

Thank you. 

I'm just not for it. 

MR. LUCAS: Jason Lucas, we live at 8410 

Harrison Avenue, our number is 773-615-4511. 

My position is against the train, and I take 

the train every day from Hammond to downtown 

Chicago. The claim is that this is going to 

bring new families to Chicago. Really they're 

kicking families out like us because our block 

is on the cusp of being taken where the 

property (sic) is going to come, and we don't 

like it. 

I moved here to get away from the noise, 

and I drive there every day, so them saying 

riders want this is total crap. We don't want 

it. It's dangerous for the kids, and it's 

right by a school, and that really disturbs me, 

an elementary school where kids can get hurt. 

We've been told nothing by the Town, which 

is very annoying. You can't get a hold of 

anybody from the Town, and we just have no 

information on this, and this is -- two weeks 

ago is the first we're hearing about this, so 

we're just opposed to it and we don't want that 

train station in our back yard. 
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MS. SONS: My name is Kelly ·Sons, s~o-N-S. 

I am at 8420 Harrison Avenue in Munster. My 

phone number is 219-513-9721. 

If you don't mind, I'm just going to kind 

of read from here. I'm going to start off by 

saying that we're not just people that are in 

the way that you can put to the side or be 

forced to just pick up and move without a 

fight. We are families with children. We all 

have feelings and they matter, we matter. 

We moved to Munster five years ago to make 

a better life for ourselves and our children. 

We have three children, two of which have 

special school needs. We thought when we chose 

to move here that this is our forever home that 

fit us perfectly. We found a home with 

neighbors that we knew. We have a great deal 

of privacy behind us and are able to see the 

wildlife all year round. We moved here October 

of 2012, and we lost both of our in-laws in 

November, 30 hours apart. We buried them on 

our five-year-old's birthday. They were moved 

to a new home, lost two grandparents, and 

started new schools: All we have is the new 

life that we have built here, and you just want 
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to come in and put your station and parking lot 

in like it doesn't matter to the people that 

live here. You want to put this directly in my 

back yard. 

I understand there's not much that I may be 

able to do about the train, but we can fight 

the parking lot and station. This will invade 

all of our privacy at every hour of every day. 

There will be lights, snow plows, car alarms, 

people talking and looking into our yards, 

garbage at all hours of the day and night. 

This is completely unacceptable. 

We want to know how long it will take for 

you to make up your minds about what you will 

be doing with our lives. We need an answer. 

Are our property values going to rise, drop or 

are you going to buy us out? What is your 

guarantee to us for making all of these 

critical changes to our lives? We don't even 

feel like we can change an outlet in our house 

or make any changes or improvements because we 

don't know if we're going to be here or not. 

How fair is that? 

The decisions you have or have not made are 

messing with our lives right now. Our mental 
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and physical health is in the balance. This is 

not a game or business dealing to us. We want 

answers. This is our lives. You tell us all 

about all of the rosy, happy, good things that 

this is going to bring to us and our 

neighborhood and our town, but what about the 

bad things? What about the crime? What about 

the people, the gangs, and the garbage that's 

going to be left in our neighborhoods? Thank 

you. 

MR. PIROK: My name is Brian Pirok, 

P-I-R-0-K, my address is 434 South Street in 

Munster, Indiana 46321, telephone is 

219-629-5937. 

My concern is I'd like to know what the 

plan is for the potential for plummeting 

property values along the entire length of the 

rail line after it runs from one end of the 

town to the other. My fear is that, you know, 

we've all read reports, and I think there's 

some reference in the environmental impact 

study that references a certain distance away 

from the tracks, that those people will enjoy 

an increase in property value, but my concern 

is the people that are adjacent to the new line 
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and that their property values will drop, and 

then it starts the cycle where they need to 

sell the property and they sell it at a reduced 

cost. The new property owners may not be as 

prepared to take care of the property because 

they're new and they acquired the property at a 

discount and they may not be so driven to 

maintain the property as the previous owner, 

which will start a cycle of letting in people 

that aren't quite able to care for the property 

in the manner in which in the same manner 

the previous owners were and it will start an 

escalation of reduced property values and it 

will eventually spread out beyond that magic 

quarter mile mark that shows up in some of the 

reports as those people enjoying the benefit of 

closer proximity to the train. 

So I would like to know if there's a plan 

in place or if there's been any thinking along 

those lines about the potential for the people 

that live the closest to the train rather than 

those that live in the neighborhood. 

MS. LEVIN: My name is Heather Levin, 

L-E-V-I-N, 10147 Devonshire Lane in Munster. 

My phone number is 219-924-2539. 
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First of all, I've heard conflicting 

reports about Section 8 housing, which I'm not 

completely opposed to, but I don't want any 

train stations in Munster to look like around 

the area in Hammond where the train station is. 

I am concerned about that. But overall, the 

area that's going to be affected is much larger 

than just around the train station and just at 

the railroad tracks. It's going to be much 

more far reaching, and I personally am in favor 

of the train. I think that it's going to lower 

property taxes, it's not going to happen over 

night, I get that not lower property taxes, 

increase property values, I'm sorry, it will 

increase property values. I think it will 

decrease traffic and it will cut down commute 

times to go into the city. You know, it's not 

about taking your grand kids into the city, 

it's about people that have to go in every 

single day for work and come home every single 

day, and it will cut down on that. It will cut 

down on the gas that's used, so already 

Northwe~t Indiana does not have the best 

environment because of the steel mills for 

years, and I think that that's a benefit. 
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I guess that's it. I want somebody to know 

that not everybody is here to protest in anger 

and stuff. I mean I do need to learn more 

about this, but I think that the people that 

are against it aren't really helping their 

cause by coming and screaming over the people 

trying to talk and get information. 

MR. BARNHART: My name is Ryan Barnhart, I 

live at 8121 Highland Place in Munster. I'm 

against the train. Me and my fiance moved, 

bought the house there, and whenever we moved 

there, everything seemed nice, and then they 

tore down the condos or the duplexes behind our 

house, they said it was for a park. About a 

year later we came and we found out that they 

were putting a train there,, and basically we've 

had no recourse. There's nothing we can do, so 

I'm very against this train. 

I don't know why we need two stations in 

Munster. I would prefer it if there were no 

stations in Munster and there was one in 

Hammond and one in Dyer. That's all I have~ 

MS. LATTA: My name is Julie Latta, 

L-A-T-T-A, the first name is J-U-L-I-E. My 

address is 8121 Highland Place, and it's in 
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Munster, Indiana. My phone number is area code 

319-325-0808. 

Firstly, I think this is a horrible idea. 

We want a referendum. We feel that the -- I 

feel that we need a vote and that citizens 

should have an opportunity to let others know 

how they feel and how this impacts them. 

I want fair and equitable treatment, 

consideration and compensation for impacted 

residents. Nowhere has anyone told the 

residents or homeowners how they're going to be 

compensated for their lost property value as 

well as their lost property. 

There's huge safety concerns in the areas 

that will be impacted. Houses are going to be 

taken, and there's really no good property 

lines around them. 

The train is going to fundamentally change 

the nature of the town. It's going to be 

high-density residential housing which Munster 

has found historically undesirable. 

Lastly, I think the trains is not cool. 

Thank you. 

MS. YAEGER: I'm Maureen Yaeger, 

Y-A-E-G-E-R, 450 South Street, Munster, 
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Indiana, 219-836-0407. 

My comment is that I am on the corner of 

South and Harrison and I am within a quarter of 

a mile of the train station. I am two houses 

from where the parking lot is going to go. I 

have lived in that home for 30-plus years. 

It's a dead-end block. Now I understand that's 

going to be the entry into the parking lot, and 

that's going to cause an issue, a lot of 

traffic. I find it hard to believe they're 

only taking four homes. Are they going to put 

the train station behind a row of homes on 

Harrison so you won't see it? 

It's going to impact my property taxes and 

the cost of my home. Nobody ever told us about 

it until it's done. This appears to be a done 

deal. And I don't think they're really taking 

into consideration all of the people in the 

neighborhood. I know that it has to go 

somewheie, but they should have gotten our 

opinion or told us about it. 

I'm all about making it better for 

everyone, but it seems like they're not even 

taking into consideration us who are the most 

affected by it, that we might be losing our 
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homes or we're going to lose the value of our 

home or we're going to be forced to leave, and 

I feel like they didn't even give us an 

opportunity to speak about it. 

MS. SANOW: My name is Amanda Sanow, 

S-A-N-0-W, my address is 8618 Garfield Avenue, 

and my phone number is 219-670-3389. 

My concern is I just recently purchased my 

house, I bought it in the end of July. This 

information was not relayed by the homeowner, 

I'm not sure whose responsibility it would have 

been, if it was the homeowner's or the 

realtor's, but no one gave me this information. 

My back yard butts up to the bike path, so I 

will have a train essentially in my back yard. 

My fence goes on to the easement, which I've 

already been told the easement is going to be 

taken, so essentially part of my back yard will 

be taken. 

The problem I also have with this is we are 

going to have two stations in Munster. Munster 

only needs one station. We do not need to 

uproot a community. We do not need to uproot 

citizens to put in another train station for 

the convenience of like a five-minute drive. 
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We do not need a second station. 

No one from NICTD or the Town has made any 

contact to anyone in our neighborhood about 

this situation. No one has let any of us know . 

NICTD did send out post cards and it was 

supposed to go out to those who were going to 

be affected, however not everyone received 

those. When I contacted NICTD about that, they 

said that we needed to contact the post off ice 

or something like that. However, this has just 

not been handled correctly. You need to 

contact the residents who it's going to affect 

directly. I'm going to be affected directly 

due to the train being in my back yard. I am 

completely opposed to a second train station. 

It is not okay to have a second train station 

in the town of Munster. Thank you. 

MR. YAEGER: My name is Glen Yaeger, 

Y-A-E-G-E-R, I live at 450 South Street, which 

is on the corner of the entrance to the 

so-called parking lot. I have lived in this 

house 31 years, and if you're going to put the 

parking lot, take all the houses around there. 

It just -- it doesn't make sense. 

The increased traffic in my front -- it's a 
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dead end. It's been a dead end. I raised my 

family there. So that's all. Just be honest 

with us, that's all. Thank you. 

MR. KAEGEBEIN: My name is Don Kaegebein, 

K-A-E-G-E-B-E-I-N. I live at 455 Jenna in 

Munster in Community Estates subdivision. 

I'm really against the whole South Shore 

extension because if the versions they pick, 

that our house will be destroyed and we'll have 

to move. We built this house about six years 

ago, a custom-designed house for quite a bit of 

money, and I don't want to move any more. 

I feel the South Shore end of the line 

ought to be at U.S. 30 and the CSX ought to 

allow the South Shore to run over their track, 

possibly double tracking from Munster down to 

30 to accommodate both the freight and South 

Shore passengers. Thank you. 

MR. CHARZ: My name is Robert Charz, 8421 

Moraine avenue. Indiana people are armed and 

they go into -- they're expected to go into the 

murder capital of the United States unarmed. 

That's a crazy thing to ask people to do. 

Now when the people leave their guns at 

home in Indiana, that means everybody in 
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Chicago is going to come to Indiana looking for 

guns. Anyway, that's it. 

MS. BUDESELICH: My name is Michelle 

Budeselich, M-I-C-H-E-L-L-E, last name is 

B-U-D-E-S-E-L-I-C-H, I live at 340 Norwich 

Court in Munster, Indiana, and I currently am 

opposed to the train plan for two primary 

reasons: The first one is low income housing. 

or Section 8 housing, I do not want any of that 

in the area where I live for property value 

concerns as well as school evaluation concerns 

and just overall crime and, you know, all of 

that. The second reason is the possibility of 

having a train parking in West Lakes 

subdivision, which is where I live. I think 

it's a huge concern, and I don't even know how 

it's even possibly feasible. 

We already have an abundance of traffic 

given the Family Christian Center on the corner 

that causes a nightmare of traffic all week 

long. We have tons of delays getting in and 

out of our subdivision. I can't even imagine 

if we threw a commuter week-long process into 

that. 

In addition, I mean just thinking of the 
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commuter trains in the morning and our kids 

being out on school buses and people racing to 

get to those trains on time. We have two lanes 

going down Margo, and it's already tight, so if 

people park on either side of the street, then 

you have like a one-lane situation, and it's 

caused a bunch of accidents already, in 

addition to safety concerns obviously and 

primarily. 

I also think that I mean overall just in 

and out having two entrances would cause more 

crime. The possibility of just more vandalism, 

things like that. Right now we're at a dead 

end, so people know they can't get out in a 

hurry, but that would create the opportunity 

for all those things to happen, so I am highly 

opposed for those two reasons. 

If those two issues were not in play, I'd 

be all for it. Thanks. 

MR. BOLLINGER: My name is Jeff Bollinger, 

B-0-L-L-I-N-G-E-R, my address is 8504 Harrison 

Avenue. I am opposed to the new station and 

the train running through Munster. One, I 

believe it's just going to cause way too much 

traffic for the condensed area that it is in. 
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Also, you know, with the school district and 

church down the street, you know, eventually 

over time I believe it's going to end up 

causing more people money and taxes due to, you 

know, cleaning the streets, fixing the streets, 

fixing the railroad, just tons and tons of 

traffic, just bottom line just opposed to the 

train station. 

MR. TSATAROS: My name is Dan Tsataros, 

T-S-A-T-A-R-0-S, I'm at 401 Carnaby Place in 

Munster, Indiana, West Lakes subdivision, and I 

am strongly opposed to the parking lot being 

accessible through Margo Lane. If the train 

comes through, that's fine, but people parking 

for the train should not come through or have 

access to our private subdivision, rather they 

should go through Main Street. 

Quite frankly, West Lakes of Munster has 

been treated like the stepchild subdivision for 

the entire ten years that I've lived there, and 

I'm sick and tired of it. We have to deal with 

the traffic of the church every Wednesday. We 

have to deal with the traffic of the church 

every Sunday. It takes me an hour-and-a-half 

to get into my subdivision at times. The 
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solutions offered are ridiculous by the Town of 

Munster, and the Munster Police Department 

specifically telling me as a resident to use a 

flag. I'm sick and tired of it, and I think 

that this train is going to be one other 

additional nightmare scenario if Margo is 

opened up for parking. 

MR. FARKAS: My name is Steven Farkas, 

F-A-R-K-A-S, · I'm at 8605 Garfield Avenue, 

that's in Munster, 219-670-1042. 

I have some concerns about the train. I'm 

a 32-year rider of the South Shore, so, you 

know, that being said, I see single track. 

Everywhere they can, they're trying to get rid 

of single track. This is a bad idea putting in 

a single track. One of the biggest problems we 

had with the six- to eight-hour delay was that 

ice built up on catenary in areas in between 

places where there's single track, places where 

there were delays, and the catenary was out in 

the open getting iced. This just adds to 

delay, it adds to problem. If a rail car 

breaks, you now have someone blocking the 

train. It's a big issue. 

One of the other problems I have is when 

37 

MJEAN
Typewritten Text
Comment ID No. 00490



they're talking about -- I live within the 

footprint, very close, like 160 feet from the 

track. Give me a better drawing. You've had a 

lot of time. There's high-res image. Give me 

something where I can look at a picture and 

know that this is my home. I figured it out, 

but I shouldn't have to spend four months 

figuring it out. You have the ability. Give 

me good images. Thank you very much. 

MR. WAROT: My name is Michael Warot, 

W-A-R-0-T. I'm at 440 South Street, and my 

phone number is 219-801-9272. 

My comments are, like Steve, there's not 

sufficient detail in the maps that are 

available to tell whether your property is 

going to become part of a station to be 

acquired or not. I understand there are laws 

against publishing a list of properties to be 

acquired, but you should be able to ask for 

your own individual house if you come to the 

meeting and are in person. You should at least 

be able to find out yes or no right away. 

Double tracking is an issue. This plan is 

single track, and if there's a problem 

anywhere, everybody is going to be delayed. 
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Double tracking should be, if not parb of the 

project, the rail should be located so that a 

second track can be added in phase two. It 

should be built in to the design from the 

start. Designing it in shouldn't cost that 

much. If you can't even afford the rail, you 

can at least move the track so that there's 

space for it. 

There's two different phases of this 

project, there's the Transit Oriented 

Development and the actual train planning, and 

there needs to be more explicit statements of 

how those are related in the public forums and 

public meetings and public announcements 

because right now you don't know which is 

which. 

I came to the last meeting here thinking it 

was part of this process, and it turns out it 

was Transit Oriented Development and they were 

asking us architecture questions, and I just 

wanted to know if I was still going to have a 

home. I think that's it. Thank you very much. 

MR. CRAIG: My name is Timothy Craig, 

C-R-A-I-G, and I'm at 8516 Garfield Avenue in 

Munster, Indiana. My house butts right up 
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against the train tracks, so obviously I'm 

against. I'm against the train in general, but 

if the train is going to happen, I see no need 

for the train station to be on Ridge Road. 

It's already congested there enough. Calumet 

Avenue is a nightmare. It's gridlocked traffic 

a lot of times. I just don't see how they'll 

make that work. 

Another thing that I'm also concerned 

about, this whole thing, I worry about my wife 

who suffers from anxiety and panic attacks, 

and, you know, the idea of not knowing what's 

going to happen is one thing, but when this 

actually happens, I don't know how she'll be 

able to handle that. 

Another concern, if they put the parking 

lot, the Ridge Road station, I know they'll 

have to tear down some old farm houses and some 

barns, and I know for a fact all those are 

covered with asbestos siding and asbestos 

roofing. What will they do to protect the 

neighbors if that happens as far as, you know, 

asbestos dust flying all over the place? I 

never heard anybody discuss that part of it. 

But I'm totally against this for a variety 
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of reasons, and I have friends that stated 

other views that I know are already recorded, 

so just off the top of my head, that's all I've 

got. 

MR. DUJMOVIC: My name is Mike Dujmovic, 

o-u~J-M-0-V-I-C, my address is 1833 Tulip Lane, 

Munster, the zip is 46321. The phone number is 

area code 219-838-6350. 

The question is I've watched the dog and 

pony show next door, and in one of the last 

slides, they talk about -- it was -- they're 

talking about maintenance costs, and the way it 

was broken down, it said 35 percent of the 

maintenance cost is going to come like from 

ticket sales and stuff like that, the other 

65 percent is coming from local sources. My 

question to them is define local sources. I 

want to know, you know, the way it was answered 

to me was RDA's got it I guess lined up until 

2028, what happens after that? Where are you 

getting the money from? Because I'd be 

facetious and say how deep into my pocket are 

you going to reach? 

And then my other question was, okay, the 

federal money that they're trying to get, 

41 

MJEAN
Typewritten Text
Comment ID No. 00488



they're competing with a bunch of different 

other entities I guess, what happens if they 

don't get the federal matching money? What 

does that do to their funding? That's 

basically it. Thank you. 

MS. LAREAU: Cathy LaReau, 2337 Rolling 

Hill Drive, Dyer, L-A-R-E-A-U, email 

Lareau7@sbcglobal.net; home number 

219-322-6523. 

Okay, you know, I know that the focus has 

been a lot on TOD development, economic 

development, but I think they've lost sight of 

that there's another side of this, and I am 

very concerned for the residents within the 

Dyer/Munster train station and the Dyer layover 

facility and how it will negatively affect the 

quality of life to the residents within the 

surrounding area. 

When you look at the location of the 

proposed station and the layover facility, it 

will be placed anywhere from approximately give 

or take 200 feet to 1200 feet of residential 

homes, nursing homes, retirement villages and 

parks, and this not only will -- the additions 

will not only bring the repercussions from the 
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trains and the station, but also because of the 

enormous increase of vehicle traffic, they're 

expecting 3000 daily riders, this is a quiet 

location in the community, and I think by the 

development it's obvious by who would be 

surrounding this area, and it's not a fitting 

location. The negative effect it would have on 

the quality of life for all those in proximity, 

which primarily they're residential homes, and 

like I said, there's senior citizens and 

children. 

The one thing that it would affect 

negatively is the air quality. The increased 

pollutants from such an increase in traffic and 

I would speculate C02 levels from the 

locomotives will affect the health of the 

residents. Studies prove that air pollution 

from traffic has been linked to many negative 

health effects. It worsens asthma symptoms. 

It develops asthma in children, lung cancer, 

reduced lung function, heart disease, increased 

risk of death from heart conditions. Air 

pollution could worsen the symptoms from people 

with existing heart and lung conditions. 

Children and elderly are at greatest risk. 
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Noise pollution, it adversely affects the lives 

of millions of people. Studies show that there 

are direct links between noise and health. 

Problems related to noise include 

stress-related illness, high blood pressure, 

sleep disturbance, loss of productivity. Right 

in the area you have elderly, a nursing home 

directly across the street and within, again, 

maybe 1200 feet. 

Safety concerns: Drugs, a report by the 

U.S. Department of Justice National 

Intelligence Drug Center has put out a report 

titled "Lake County High-Intensity Drug 

Trafficking Area Drug Market Analysis 2010". 

They're brought in through commuter rails. In 

this report it says the high~intensity drug 

trafficking region is located in Northwest 

Indiana, adjacent to the Chicago, Illinois 

metropolitan area. Mexican drug trafficking 

organizations pour large quantities of drugs in 

the urban areas of East Chicago, Gary and 

Hammond, Indiana for regional distribution. 

Lake County is evolving into a regional storage 

area for commercial-grade Mexican marijuana. 

While some local gang leaders have discouraged 
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members from committing violent acts to 

intimidate others, violence often results from 

disputes among street gang members over drug 

distribution territories or during drug and 

money rip-offs by dealers or buyers. They 

carry firearms and hand guns when they do the 

retail drug distribution. 

Traffickers -- and all of this is in that 

report -- traffickers and abusers routinely use 

the commuter railway system that connect Lake 

County and Chicago to buy and sell illicit 

drugs. These systems provide numerous daily 

departures and arrivals between Chicago and the 

Lake County high-inten~ity drug traffic region. 

So my point is when you look at all of 

those concerns, air quality, noise pollution 

and the safety concern with drugs be~ng brought 

through the commuter rail line, why would we 

bring these highly-probable problems to the 

residents of Dyer and even the local 

surrounding community of Munster? Dyer is a 

bedroom community that has been made favorable 

status as the top 100 places to live in the 

country, the 9th safest place to live in the 

state, and the 15th best place for young 
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families to live. In my opinion, those 

concerns and the way it would affect the 

quality of life of those residential homes 

surrounding the proposed station and layover 

facility do not warrant any benefit that would 

come from possible TOD development. 

I have been a Dyer resident for 30 years, 

but I'm also on the Dyer Town Council and I've 

been on that for one year. 

MS. GIRAGOS: My name is Rene Giragos, 

G-I-R-A-G-0-S, first name R-E-N-E. My address 

is 8525 Baring, B-A-R-I-N-G, Avenue in Munster, 

Indiana. My phone number is 219-757-1297. 

My preference as a long-time Munster 

resident is the no build alternative. I have 

resided in Munster all my life, and people move 

to Munster to get away from commotion and 

traffic and to be safe. Building onto the 

South Shore line and the West Lake corridor 

would increase traffic and crime in Munster. 

Residences would be torn down. The Town of 

Munster would resemble more of a larger city. 

None of these impacts are desirable to most 

Munster residents. 

Although I don't believe that we've had the 
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ability to voice these concerns or even know 

what has been going on, I did not vote for this 

South Shore line to be built in my beloved 

town. Wetlands will be lost. Residences will 

be lost. Quietness will be lost if the South 

Shore line is built in the West Lake corridor. 

Thank you. 

MS. RYBICKI: My name is Corey Rybicki, 

R-Y-B-I-C-K-I, I live at 409 Knightbridge 

Place, Munster. My phone number is 

219-595-0576. I live in West Lakes at the end. 

My house is one of the options, it takes my 

home. I believe it's option three maybe. I am 

opposed to my home being taken. The plan that 

is preferred I would look like right into a 

parking lot. I am opposing to looking right 

into a parking lot and the safety of my 

children playing outside. 

I see pros of the train, but obviously I 

don't want it right on top of me. I also do 

not want Margo connecting into the parking lot, 

which I know that's a consideration. I just 

would rather not have the train. I don't 

really use the train, whether for commuting or 

going to Chicago, I don't go to Chicago that 
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much. I guess that's it. 

MS. LOSINIECKI: My name is Kris Losinecki, 

L-0-S-I-N-I-E-C-K-I, I live on the corner of 

Manor and Timrick. I am across the street from 

where the train tracks are going to be 

reactivated. They're directly behind my 

neighbor's house. This has been a long and 

very arduous project because there doesn't seem 

to have been a lot of transparency. No one is 

sure if they're taking houses, if they're 

buying peopie out. There's just a lot of 

hysteria out there, and it was super-helpful to 

come to a place where there were people from 

more than one aspect of this project so that we 

could have our questions answered in tandem 

with each other. What is the train people's 

responsibility? What is the TOD people's 

responsibility? How does one affect the other? 

What are the plans for each of them? 

It started out negative. I got here late. 

I saw a lot of people leaving. I was happy 

that they did ultimately because it left room 

for rational conversation, and I feel 10,000 

times better than I did when I walked in here, 

so thank you so much for just having everybody 
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in one spot, and a little bit of transparency 

goes a long way. 

(Which were all the proceedings had 

at such time and date.) 

*************************** 

STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTY OF LAKE 

I, SUSAN M. PUDLO, RPR, CSR, Notary Public 

Within and for the County of Lake and State of 

Indiana, do hereby certify that heretofore, to wit, 

on the 19th day of January, 2017, that the 

testimony given at the Public Meeting on the 

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District 

West Lake Corridor Project was stenographically 

recorded and afterwards transcribed upon a computer 

personally by me, and that the foregoing is a true 

and correct transcript of said testimony. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 

hand and seal this 23rd day of January, 2017. 

Notary Public 
Lake County, Indiana 
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Hi, my name is Kelly Sons. 

I am going to start out by saying that we are not just people that are in the way, 

that you can put to the side, or forced to just pick up and move without a fight. 

We are families with children. We all have feelings and they matter! We 

matter!U 

We moved into Munster 5 years ago to make a better life or ourselves and our 

children. We have three kids, two of which have speclat schoo! needs. We 

thought when we chose to move here that this is our forever home that fit us 

perfectly. We found a home with neighbors that we knew, we have a great dea I 

of privacy behind us and are able to see the wildlife all year round. 

We moved here in October 2012, and lost both of my inlaws in November 30 

hours apart. We buried them on our S year olds birthday:· They were moved to a 

new home, lost two grandparents and started new schools.' All we have is the 

new life that we have built here and you just want to come in and put in your 

train station and parking lot'frke it does· not matter to the people that lfve here. 

You want to put this parking lot in our back yard!! 

I understand there is not much we can do about the train, but we can fight the 

parking lot and station. This will Invade all of our privacy at every hour of every 

day. There will be lights, snow pfows, car alarms, people talking and fooking into 

our yards at all hours of the day and night. This Is unacceptable! 

We want to know how long it will take for you to make up y__o~ minds about what 

will be going on with our lives. We need an answer!! Are our property values 

going to rise, drop, or are you going to buy us out? What is your guarantee to us 

for making all of these critical changes to our lives? We qon't even feel like we 

can change an outlet ln our houses or make any changes or improvements 

because we don't know i(we will be here. How fair is that? The decisions you 

have or have not made yet are messing with our lives right now. Our mental and 

physical health is in the balance. Ttiis is not a game or business dealing to us. 

WE WANT ANSWERS. 
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