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to come in and put your station and parking lot 

in like it doesn't matter to the people that 

live here. You want to put this directly in my 

back yard. 

I understand there's not much that I may be 

able to do about the train, but we can fight 

the parking lot and station. This will invade 

all of our privacy at every hour of every day. 

There will be lights, snow plows, car alarms, 

people talking and looking into our yards, 

garbage at all hours of the day and night. 

This is completely unacceptable. 

We want to know how long it will take for 

you to make up your minds about what you will 

be doing with our lives. We need an answer. 

Are our property values going to rise, drop or 

are you going to buy us out? What is your 

guarantee to us for making all of these 

critical changes to our lives? We don't even 

feel like we can change an outlet in our house 

or make any changes or improvements because we 

don't know if we're going to be here or not. 

How fair is that? 

The decisions you have or have not made are 

messing with our lives right now. Our mental 
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and physical health is in the balance. This is 

not a game or business dealing to us. We want 

answers. This is our lives. You tell us all 

about all of the rosy, happy, good things that 

this is going to bring to us and our 

neighborhood and our town, but what about the 

bad things? What about the crime? What about 

the people, the gangs, and the garbage that's 

going to be left in our neighborhoods? Thank 

you. 

MR. PIROK: My name is Brian Pirok, 

P-I-R-0-K, my address is 434 South Street in 

Munster, Indiana 46321, telephone is 

219-629-5937. 

My concern is I'd like to know what the 

plan is for the potential for plummeting 

property values along the entire length of the 

rail line after it runs from one end of the 

town to the other. My fear is that, you know, 

we've all read reports, and I think there's 

some reference in the environmental impact 

study that references a certain distance away 

from the tracks, that those people will enjoy 

an increase in property value, but my concern 

is the people that are adjacent to the new line 
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and that their property values will drop, and 

then it starts the cycle where they need to 

sell the property and they sell it at a reduced 

cost. The new property owners may not be as 

prepared to take care of the property because 

they're new and they acquired the property at a 

discount and they may not be so driven to 

maintain the property as the previous owner, 

which will start a cycle of letting in people 

that aren't quite able to care for the property 

in the manner in which in the same manner 

the previous owners were and it will start an 

escalation of reduced property values and it 

will eventually spread out beyond that magic 

quarter mile mark that shows up in some of the 

reports as those people enjoying the benefit of 

closer proximity to the train. 

So I would like to know if there's a plan 

in place or if there's been any thinking along 

those lines about the potential for the people 

that live the closest to the train rather than 

those that live in the neighborhood. 

MS. LEVIN: My name is Heather Levin, 

L-E-V-I-N, 10147 Devonshire Lane in Munster. 

My phone number is 219-924-2539. 
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First of all, I've heard conflicting 

reports about Section 8 housing, which I'm not 

completely opposed to, but I don't want any 

train stations in Munster to look like around 

the area in Hammond where the train station is. 

I am concerned about that. But overall, the 

area that's going to be affected is much larger 

than just around the train station and just at 

the railroad tracks. It's going to be much 

more far reaching, and I personally am in favor 

of the train. I think that it's going to lower 

property taxes, it's not going to happen over 

night, I get that not lower property taxes, 

increase property values, I'm sorry, it will 

increase property values. I think it will 

decrease traffic and it will cut down commute 

times to go into the city. You know, it's not 

about taking your grand kids into the city, 

it's about people that have to go in every 

single day for work and come home every single 

day, and it will cut down on that. It will cut 

down on the gas that's used, so already 

Northwe~t Indiana does not have the best 

environment because of the steel mills for 

years, and I think that that's a benefit. 
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