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Comment ID No. 001
Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Thu 01/19/2017 11:10 AM
q uestio n s_com ments: Has any consideration been given to the potential for Amtrak's Hoosier
State and Cardinal trains to move their train stop from the current Amtrak Dyer station, to the
proposed West Lake Project, Munster/Dyer Main street station? Amtrak would be interested
in exploring possibility of future connectivity with the proposed West Lake Project.
Sincerely,
Richard J. Rogers
Business Plan ning and Ana lysis M a nager
Natio nal Passenger Railroad Corporatio n-AMTRAK
500 West Jackson Blvd . Chicago, I l l i nois 60661
Office- 3 12-544-5298
Cell- 3 12-835-5721
Ema i l- richar:d.rogers@amtrak.com
lnte rested_Stake holder: yes
length_of_time: N/A
real n a m e : Richard J . Rogers
address l : 500 West Jackson Blvd.
address2: 2 n d Floor, Chicago U nion Statio n
city: Ch icago
state: I L
zip_code: 60661
p h one: 3 12-544-5298
e ma i l : rich a rd . rogers@amtra k.com

\

Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Wed 01/11/2017 7:51 AM
Comment ID No. 002
q uestions_comme nts: At 173rd street, rather than using "wayside horns", why not just build the grade
crossing to comply with QUIET ZONE standards? Seems like a better "Potential Mitigating Measure" than
installing fancy devices that will fail, arid resu lt in trains whistling anyway! I asked once before if 173rd Street
would be a quiet zone, and I never got a reply. This is a great project, but my only concern is the noise!
David J. Terdich
Locomotive Engineer-Amtrak
Homeowner in Hammond, I N
Ho meowner: yes
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of_time: 2+ years
rea lname: David J. Terdich
addressl: 524 173rd Street
address2 :
city: Ha mmond
state: IN
zip_code: 46324
phone: 847-687-7915
e m a i l : d j terdich@yahoo.com

Comment ID No. 003A − 003C

(219) 874 9000

Chicago South Shore & South Bend Railroad
General Offices

505 North Carroll Avenue
Michigan City, Indiana 46360

Fax

(219} 879-3754

January 30, 2017
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
DEIS West Lake Corridor Project

33 East U.S. Highway 12

Chesterton, IN 46304

Re: CSS and llDC Comments on Westlake DEIS
The Chicago South Shore & South Bend Railroad Company (CSS) and its affiliate Illinois Indiana Development Company,

LLC (llDC) hereby submit the following comments to the NICTD West Lake Corridor Project (Project) Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS):

CSS is a common carrier freight railroad which shares the track of NICTD. This arrangement derives from a time when
both the freight and the passenger operations were under common ownership. That company entered bankruptcy in

1989.

Shortly thereafter CSS and NICTD, ln a coordinated transaction, acquired the assets of the bankrupt railroad and

formed separate passenger (NICTD) and freight (CSS) entities. NICTD Is an agency of the State of Indiana. CSS is a
privately held Indiana general partnership. llDC is a privately held Indiana limited liability company, which is under
common ownership with CSS. In the DEIS the passenger operation on the traditional NICTD route is referred to as South
Shore Line (SSL)
The mainline from South Bend to the Indiana - Illinois state line near Hammond is owned by NICTD and CSS has the
perpetual freight franchise. The mainline from the state line to the connection with Metra Electric Division near
Kensington in the City of Chicago is owned by the llDC. NICTD has a perpetual lease to provide passenger service over

this line and CSS has an operating agreement with llDC under which CSS provides freight service on it. NICTD has day-to
day operational control of the llDC tracks. The two entitles work very closely with each other to maintain safe, reliable

freight and passenger services using the same tracks.
CSS and llDC support the West Lake Corridor project. We believe it is good for the economic development of Northwest
Indiana. However, we do believe the DEIS is deficient in that its analysis of the impact of the Project on rail freight
operations is incomplete.

NEPA Preferred Alternative
Commuter trains and freight trains do not compete commercially, but they do compete for track capacity in shared
corridors. The more trains of each type that are run, the more acute the competition becomes. This competition or

Interference can occur if the route is shared by freight and passenger trains or If passenger and freight routes cross at

grade. In section 3.3.4.1 of the DEIS, the statement is made ''The NEPA Preferred Alternative would not cross any freight
railroad tracks or share railroad ROW or infrastructure." While this statement is true with respect to the newly
constructed part of the Project, the Project also includes the operation of new passenger trains over the entire route
from Dyer to Millennium Station, which includes the existing shared use llDC tracks between Hammond and Kensington,

a distance of six miles. The DEIS states that a dozen new passenger trains will operate over that shared use segment in
addition to NICTD's traditional SSL service. There will be additional trains that will be added by SSL because of the
concurrent NWI Double Track Project, which is intended to increase the speeds and frequency of the SSL
Furthermore, that same shared use route includes three freight railroad crossings at grade: Indiana Harbor Belt (IHB) at
State line; Norfolk Southern (NS) at Hegewisch; and Cana dian National (CN) at Kensington. The CN route also hosts
Amtrak passenger service. These crossings are relevant because delays to either freight or passenger trains at these

crossings can have ripple effects across the carriers' respective networks. In the same Section 3.3.4.1, this phenomenon
is acknowledged in the discussion of the Maynard Junction Rail Profile Option: "The increased congestion at the

Maynard Junction could potentially result in delays to the freight network, although it is likely that the commuter trains
would be affected more, since permission for them to cross the freight rail track would be controlled by the freight
railroad." Also acknowledged in this sentence is that the railway not in control of the track is likely to experience
deterioration of its service at that locatlon. It is primarily for this reason that the Maynard Junction Rail Profile Option is
rejected despite cost saving. Yet this situation will exist on the llDC segment from Hammond to Kensington. The
phenomenon of crossing-caused delays was also used to justify several CREATE projects ranging from fly overs to
improved signaling in the Chicago metropolitan area.
Regardless, there are many locations around the country where busy freight and passenger railroads operate
successfully with shared facilities and crossings (including locations where NICTD, CSS and other railroads share or cross

today). The key Is to have enough of the right infrastructure to minimize delays all around. NICTD and CSS are
cooperatively seeking answers to these questions by modelling the proposed operation. CSS and llDC respectfully
request that this portion of the final EIS relating to freight rail impacts not be finalized until after the results of this
modelling are complete and can be incorporated into the EIS. The current modelling schedule will accommodate this.
This is the same Rail Traffic Controller (RTC) simulation model that was used to study the interface between Project

trains and Metra Electric (MED) trains as described in Section 3.2.2 of the DEIS and will consider both shared use and

crossing activity. The discussion in 10.4 of the NEPA Preferred Alternative states that the Hammond Alternative Options
would have the least potential impact on area freight roads. More Information Is required to back that up.

IHB Alternatives
CSS and llDC believe that the analysis of the IHB alternatives overstates the costs and understates the benefits of this

route. CSS and llDC continue to believe this route Is superior for the reasons stated In our November 3, 2014 letter,
which is included in the DEIS Appendix

F Section F3 Appendix D Scoping Comments on pages D-62 and 0-63.

The cost of

the IHB route is significantly overstated by including a totally new freight line to be built parallel to the existing IHB track,
which includes a new bridge over the Calumet River. The discussion of the IHB alternative in Section 3.3.4.1 of the DEIS

acknowledges that the IHB ROW Is currently unused. It is a dormant dead end line. There is no realistic scenario in
which a commuter operation could not share Its track with a dormant freight operation, nor is there any realistic

scenario where this route would ever come back to life as a vital freight line to the extent that operations co1.1ld not
share this line, as NICTD and CSS do today. Despite the letter from Conrail Shared Assets stating this route is not
available, there is no evidence that any serious attempt to negotiate access to this route was attempted despite the

compelling construction economics if the duplicate freight track were eliminated. There is even sufficient vacant land
adjacent to the IHB route on which to construct a maintenance facility at Kensington. The IHB alternative would not

afford the opportunity of a transfer station at Hammond and off-peak shuttles, something not contemplated in the

original scoping, but such a transfer could conceptually still take place at Kensington with the more frequent MED trains.

All Alternatives
In the discussion of all alternatives, it Is noted that bridge piers associated with the various fly over structures required

could negatively impact the construction of future freight capacity on CSX, IHB and/or NS. The same holds true for the
impacts of the additional services on our shared track with NICTD. CSS and llDC maintain that whatever is constructed

make sufficient provision for freight operations and growth.
Cordially,

�

..

\����

Todd Bjornstad
President

Chicago South Shore & South Bend RR

Thomas M. McDermott, Jr.

Comment ID No. 004A −004CR

Mayor

CITY OF HAMMOND

January 12, 2017

Northern lndia�a Commuter Transportation District
DEIS West Lake Corridor project
33 East U.S. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304
Dear Project Team:
The City of Hammond appreciates the opportunity to make public comment on the West Lake Co rridor
Environmental Impact Statement. While you may find our response quite lengthy, it is my intent to
provide the most complete review of your report as possible.
As you kr o:

,

I e City of Hammond promotes the West Lake train extension and I believe incorporating

ments i to the Environmental Impact Statement will help to make the project even better.

Very Tru

,

,o

-;?,.,rs,

5925 Calumet Avenue
Hammond, Indiana 46320

219.853.6301
fax: 219.931.0831

www.gohammond.com
e-mail: mayor@gohammond.com

Comments/Questions by the City of Hammond, Ind iana Regarding the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement of the NICTD West Lake
Top Items:
The DEIS does not explain the disposition of the existing Hammond Station
Traffic Impacts are not adequately add ressed
Repayment of UMPTA Grant is not addressed
NICTD taking of City-owned Erie-Lackawan na Trail is not addressed
Cutting off access to neighborhoods/businesses near immediately south of gateway station is not
addressed
Proper Stormwater controls for the South Hammond Station are necessary
1)

The Draft EIS does not indicate what is intended for the old Hammond Station. Hammond
would like to know NICTD's intention for the old station.

2)

Regarding Visual Impacts, there is no discussion about the use of MSE approach walls to
bridges and how that will impact the area adjacent to those approaches as well as noise
propagation as a result of the walls (Page ES-19)

3)

Section 3.5 - Traffic and Appendix H-1: West Lake Corridor Traffic Technical Report is
significantly lacking. Of utmost concern are the impacts of motor vehicle traffic into and out
of the proposed train stations. Traffic studies at the Hammond Gateway and the South
Hammond Stations are required in order to best understand the impacts of increased
vehicular traffic to and from the new stations.

4)

ES.6 -typographical error NITCTD should be NICTD

5)

Page ES-10, first paragraph notation to Figure should be ES.3.4

6)

ES.8.2 Guideway, Please discuss the reason for deciding not to double track the West Lake

7)

Table ES.10-1, Page ES-16 Section 3.4 Bicycle and Pedestrian, Potential Mitigation Summary,
Fencing to prohibit pedestrians �nd cyclists from crossing.the track.... At which locations in
Hammond? What is the fencing type/style?

8)

Table ESl0-1, Page ES-21, Section 5.7 Water Resources, Potential Mitigation Summary, IDNR
(I ndiana) Construction in a Floodway Permits are likely required.

9)

Page ES-24, Section ES.11, final bullet point, should state "the Grand and Little Calumet
Rivers,...

"

10) Page 1-5, Transit Services,
a.

Closest stations include Hegwisch

b.

Hammond does have Chicago Buses serving our area.

11) Page 1-6, first full paragraph, please provide clarification to the parenthetical statement (e.g.
trips are 40 percent faster in the off peak), does that mean car or train or something else?
12) Page 1-6, Motorways of US 12 and US 20 are more sign ificant than some of the others listed.
13) Page 1-7, Figure 1.2-1, It appears from the inset that a number of riders of the South Shore
come from east of the Dan Ryan Expressway, where I would think they would ride other
transit operator lines. Also a number of points in the main figure show riders located in
bodies of water and forested areas. The figure appears inaccurate.
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14) Page 2-7, Table 2.2-1, Why is the Hammond Gateway station considered an option under the
alternatives and Downtown Hammond cons idered a Baseline? Hammond Gateway is under
the NEPA Preferred Alternative.
15) Page 2-18, Section 2.3.2.2 Guideway, Please indicate which figure shows the 2,000-foot siding
track near the center of the proposed alignment. Would this be located between 173'd and
the Little Calumet River? What are the potential adverse impacts to residents (noise and
vibration, etc.) as a result of the secondary set of tracks?
16) Page 2-19, Section 2.3.2.4, Stations in the NEPA Preferred Alternative, Hammond Gateway
Station. The comment "The Project station platform would be at a higher elevation, and
would be connected via elevators and stairs to the existing SSL station platforms." would be
inaccurate in that the existing station is being relocated to the new Gateway location and
therefore new SSL station platforms would be constructed at the new Gateway station.
17) Page 2-21, Section 2.3.6, Maynard Junction Rail Profile Option, "For this reason the Maynard
Junction Rail Profile Option was not selected as part of the NEPA Preferred Alternative,
However, it was decided to carry it into the environmental process in the event that there is a
need later to reduce Project capital costs." Hammond prefers to least cost option, in this case
and therefore the Maynard Junction Rail Profile Option (at grade) should be selected
18) Page 3-4, Table 3.2-1, How is Ridership determined? It is unclear in the report where these
numbers are calculated or how they are arrived at.
19) Page 3-12, Section 3.4.3 Affected Environment, the Section discusses existing and future
improvements in certain cases (i.e., Munster), but does not suggest other important projects,
such as:
a.

The City of Hammond was awarded HSIP funding for a new HAWK signal crossing of
Douglas Street at the Erie-Lackawanna Trail. This should be considered as the
installation of this signal should occur prior to the construction of the Project.

b.

The existing bridges on the Monon Trail at 165th and over the Little Calumet River and
that both would be affected by the Project.

20) Page 3-13, Section 3.4.3, Affected Environment, Subsection Little Calumet River Levee Trail,
The Hammond/Munster Border is not the western end of the trail. The existing trail presently
ends at Lyman Street/Monon Trail in Hammond.
21) Page 3-13, Section 3.4.4.1, Long Term Operating Effects, NEPA Preferred Alternative, How are
Pedestrians and Cyclists going to be prevented from crossing the tracks at locations other than
at grade crossings? Fences? Type/style/etc.?
22) Page 3-14, Figure 3.4-1, Bike Trails Map, the notation for the Town of Munster is positioned in
Hammond (north of 180/94). The Munster boundary is south of the Little Calumet River.
23) Page 3-14, Figure 3.4-1 ls the depiction of the bike trails accurate?
a.

Along the Grand Calumet River is a dashed purple line depiction of a planned trail. The
purple line stops at Hohman Avenue. The Grand .Cal River could be used to connect a
path to a green space in Burnham that is not labeled. There is a dotted purple line
coming eastward from the Burnham Greenway that lies south of the Grand Calumet
River. The rail project is between these two segments. Are there plans to connect the
two segments using the south bank of the Grand Calumet River? How does the rail
project accommodate a con nection here? The drawing appears to show the Monon
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Trail as dotted purple which is identified as "Trail under development, paved". Should
this graphic be updated
24) Page 3-15, Is there a traffic study that assesses the impact on traffic, emergency services, etc.
from the proposed street closings and cul-de-sacs in downtown?
a.

Furthermore in this section, and elsewhere there is no discussion on the impact of the
removal of the Dan Rabin Plaza. The construction of this bus station was paid for by an
UMTA grant and a LWCS grant in the c.1985. It is believed that UMTA set a 40 year time
period on the station that it remain as a transportation use. C.2025 is the end of the 40
year period. What is the consequence to the City of Hammond if the station is
removed? It is my understanding from a conversation with NI RPC, UMTA (now FTA)
may require a depreciated payback. Who would be responsible for this cost and getting
clearance from UMTA/FTA? All of this was previously brought to the attention of
AECOM

25) Page 3-15, Hammond Gateway Station and North Hammond Maintenance Facility. Removal
of Hanover, Brunswick and Wabash reduce connectivity of streets to vital businesses i n that
area. While the City of Hammond supports the Hammond Alternative, engineering solutions
should be determined to address the loss of street con nectivity for businesses.
26) Page 3-17, Section 3.4.5.2, Short-Term Construction Effects, should include the relocation of
the Little Calumet River Bridge along the Monon Trail.
27) Page 3-18. Section 3.5.2.2, Intersection Operations, why weren't the following intersections
also evaluated:
173'd and Hohman

g.

b.

173'd and Calumet

h.

Conkey and Lyman

c.

173'd and Lyman

i.

Detroit and Lyman

a.

Kenwood and Blaine

d.

1651h and Hohman

j.

Highland and Lyman

e.

1651h and Calumet

k.

Waltham and Lyman

f.

1651h and Lyman

28) Page 3-19, Figure 3.5-2, has the traffic study accounted for the proposed new alignment of
Gostlin (Chicago Street Reconstruction project)?
29) Page 3-24, Bullet North of Grand Calumet River, the Project creates one access point for
businesses/industry and a secondary access should be engineered for public safety purposes.
30) Page 3-24, Bullet State Street East of Hohman Avenue
a.

The parenthetical statement appears to reference the wrong page.

b.

The discussion of the rerouting of vehicles from Sibley Street appears to place more
burden on the nearby streets. Please clarify. While eliminating the NS freight line grade
crossing would minimize potential train/vehicle conflicts, it would appear that other
grade crossing locations would see more volume.

31) Page 3-24, apparent Bullet Russell Street, routing traffic south from east bound Russell Street
places traffic into a parking lot with no proper exit/ROW. This proposed change need further
evaluation before it can be considered viable.
32) Page 3-24, There is no discussion on the blocking of Wilcox Street and Paxton Avenue on the
west side of Hohman south of the Grand Cal and north of the RR tracks
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33) Page 3-28 -The following streets must be maintained, one lane each way during construction:
a.

Hohman North of Michigan

d.

1651h

b.

Sibley Street

e.

173'd

c.

Highland

34) Page 3-29, please describe where the 70 spaces near the proposed Gateway Station are
located?
35) Page 4-2, Table 4.2-1
a.

indicates Hammond does not have low density reside ntial but Figure 4.2-1 shows
otherwise.

b.

C-3 Commercial is a duplicate of C-3 Central Business District, the latter is correct. S-2
Institutional is omitted.

36) Page 4-3, Figure 4.2-1, The color used for Hammond High, Eggers, Kenwood, Civic Center, Area
Career Center is incorrectly shown as Mixed use/Commercial/Office, not Institutional. The
color for the neighborhoods south of Gostlin, Jacob's Square, Hyde Park, portions of Harrison
Park is classifying the areas as medium/high residential. Our zoning is R-lU which is a smaller
lot SF district which more closely defines the character of the neighborhoods.
37) Page 4-7, South Hammond Station: first sentence, agree to the statement that the station and
the parking would be incompatible with the adjacent area, disagree with the statement
"zoned for high-density residential" which is not correct.
38) Page 4-8, Hammond Gateway Station: station and parking would be located in an area of
mixed residential, industrial and vacant land. "The zoning may have to be changed to provide
for the station and the TOD development." Question the characterization that "there is a
moderate potential_ for TOD at this proposed station site." Should be good or excellent, not
moderate.
39) Page 4-8, Bullet The Hammond Gateway Station, indicates only a moderate potential for TOD.
This should be rephrased to support the efforts of the RDA and local communities to support
the New Starts application.
40) Page 4-10 Section 4.2.5.1 The points made are extremely significant. The mitigation
measures outline in Chapter 3 regarding are not sufficient in scope. Noise mitigation would
need to be further explored. The parking lots are disruptive to the neighborhoods. The TOD
can address this but this section makes no reference to TOD.
41) Page 4-10, Section 4.2.5.2, Short-Term Construction Effects -what does this have to do with
land use and zoning?
42) Page 4-13, Table 4.3-1 and 4.3-2, where can we find a listing of acquisitions and d isplacements
by community in the report?
43) Page 4-17, 4.3.4.2 Short-Term Construction Effects, demolition of homes should be considered
under construction effects as it relates to advanced clearing of the ROW.
44) Page 4-18, listing of bullet points, The Hammond City Council and Mayor have approved an
incentive to residents whose homes are being acquired through the eminent domain process
to receive a $5,000 stipend provided they purchase a replacement home in Hammond. This
should be included in the report.
45) Page 4-19, 4.3.5.2 Short-Term Construction Effects, Hammond is unclear on the construction
effects as a result of land acquisition and d isplacement. These functions occur prior to any
construction work takes place typically.
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46) Page 4-20, Section 4.4.3.1 Population -with a population of about 80,000, Hammond itself
amounts to 80 percent of the stated Study Area Population. Please clarify.
47) Page 4-23, Section 4.4.4.1 Long-Term Operating Effects, NEPA Preferred Alternative
a.

It stands to reason that increased ridership and the promotion of economic
housing, employment, etc within the region. This should be clarified.

development that the NEPA Preferred Alternative should expect to increase population,
b.

Please indicate where in Section 4.3 it mentions the total AV of the properties being

acquired.
c.

Loss in property tax revenue is $326,960 seems low with 147 residential and 14
commercial full property acquisitions

48) Page 4-26, Section 4.4.4.2, last paragraph, The comment "there would be no long-term
economic impacts generated by the capital expenditure" does not make sense. Would n't the
TOD have an economic impact? If not, then why would FTA approve the New Starts
application?
49) Page 4-31, Table 4.S-1, lists 2 Hospitals in Hammond, there is only one
SO) Page 4-33, Section 4.S.4.1 Long-Term Operating Effects, regarding Neighborhoods and
Community Resources, what would be the "minor effect" created in the area of the South
Hammond Station?
Sl) Page 4-34, The adjacency of the alignment to Eggers, and the add ing of fencing, would provide
a physical access barrier between the Eggers School tennis courts and the Harrison park
courts.
S2) Page 4-34, At Oak Hill cemetery, the assumption is that the trail coming down from the
bridge will be located between the tracks and the fence of the cemetery. This may result in
the trail being between two sets of fences and potentially creating a safety problem for users
of the trail.
S3) Page 4.48, Table 4.6-4 Adv�rse Effect for Ok Champion 4714 Sheffield (maintenance facility
area) (Preferred Option) and Federal Cement (i.e. Flexicore) 24 Marble Street. The Project
already has a draft Memorandum of Agreement in which documentation for the Historic:
American Building Survey would be completed prior to its demolition.
S4) Page 4-69, Section 4.8.3 Affected Environment, Munster is considered a Town in Indiana
vernacular.
SS) Page S-4, first full paragraph, Why can't the report compare noise with the train versus noise
without the train?
S6) Page S-4, does add ing noise sources with the same amplitude and frequency make more noise
or louder noise?
S7) Page S-S, much of the screening assessment appears to have been held in Illinois, not the
predominant location of the new alignment. Why wasn't more screening done along the
Study Area (i.e., Indiana), only at 11 locations.
S8) Page S-S, does the proximity of Calumet Avenue have an effect on noise within the study
area? It is Yi mile away from the train.

S9) Page S-7, Table S.2-3
a.

why would Ldn, be higher than L,,q?

b.

Of the 11 sites that noise monitors were installed, none were located adjacent to 406
16Sth Street. This is the first house that would be SE corner of the railroad crossing 16Sth
S/8

Street adjacent to the bridge. There appears to be no assessment of noise impacts from
the noise bouncing off of the bridge wall into the house. This would potentially affect
other houses in the immediate vicin ity.
60) Page 5-8, Table 5.2-4, why would the NEPA Preferred Alternative ever be less than the No
Build Alternative?
61) Page 5-9, Table 5.2-5 should be labeled so it is better understood that this is the number of
building impacted, otherwise the purpose of the table is unclear.
62) Page 5-11, Section 5.2.4.2 Short-Term Construction Effects, paragraph 2,
a.

should include the local hospital (Hammond)

b.

Construction activities also include the construction of new bridges

63) Page 5-11, Section 5.2.4.2 Short-Term Construction Effects, paragraph 5, construction
activities will affect shift workers who tend to sleep during normal construction activities.
64) Page 5-12, Section 5.2.4.2 Short-Term Construction Effects, first full paragraph, the EIS
consultant should know now the location of major construction under the NEPA Preferred
Alternative and should give an projected effect from noise and vibration near the areas
already identified as sensitive to noise and vibration and project what effect construction has
on those sensitive locations.
65) Page 5-13, Section 5.2.5.2 Short-Term Construction Effects, while FTA recommends a noise
limit of 80 dBA, how is this controlled, monitored, regulated?
66) Page 5-17, Table 5.3-2, Are there no existing conditions measurement for vibration at the
documented locations?
67) Page 5-42, Section 5.7 Water Resources, Approvals for construction in over and through water
course areas and adjacent to wetland designated areas will be required. Based upon the maps
provided and with the normal permitting procedures, no known red-flag issues for the Little
Calumet and Grand Calumet Rivers. The project may require compensatory storage or
wetland mitigation for the NEPA Preferred Alternative.
68) Page 5-43, Section 5.7.1.3, the source of municipal water supplies is Lake Michigan in the
study area, not ground water.
69) Page 5-43, Section 5.7.1.4, clarify Lake County ( I ndiana)
70) Page 5-43, Section 5.7.2 Methodology, The Study Area is not near the municipal water supply
source.
71) Page 5-46, Table 5.7-1, each location should be associated with the municipality where it is
located.
72) Page 5-50 Section 5.7.3.3 Groundwater and Water Supply, has the consultant determined the
use of each well within the Study Area and if so, what is its use?
73) Page 5-50, Section 5.7.3.4 Stormwater
a.

Contrary to the report, the City of Hammond has MS4 Requirements for stormwater
controls.

b. Suggest correcting the final sentence to read "road, which connect into the storm sewer
or combined sewer systems."
74) Page 5-51, Figure 5.7-1 appears incorrect showing a flood plain in the Little Calumet River
between the Monon corridor and Calumet Avenue. Please review current FEMA documents.
75) Page 5-54, Section 5.7.4.1 Long-Term Operating Effects, Floodplains
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a.

the report comments all impacts to the flood plain would be in Indiana, however the
report indicates that 0.14 acres would be in Illinois.

b.

The report comments only one major stream crossing. The report does not consider
crossing the Little Calumet River.

76) Page 5-61, Section 5.7.5.1 Long-Term Operation Effects, Surface Waters and Wetlands, second
paragraph, please explain what is meant by box or pipe culverts would be buried a minimum
of 6 inches. Below the existing ground surface? Is that sufficient for overburdening of
dynamic loads?
77) Page 5-81, Section 5.10.2 "Electric, telephone, cable, and gas distribution lines were not
considered in this document as they are typically smaller in size, easily relocated, and located
within the public ROW." There was no discussion of how these utilities will be relocated in
particular in the area of the maintenance yard in order to maintain service to Flexicore on
Marble Street, and the businesses at Wilcox and Paxton that will remain.
78) Page 5-85, Section 5.10.3.3 Existing Water Service, third bullet poi nt. The water storage tanks
in Hammond near Michigan and Hohman are not considered underground tanks.
79) Page 5-86, Section 5.10.3.4, Existing Sanitary and Stormwater Sewer, Impervious surface of
over 70 acres created as part of the development: there are concerns particularly over the
parking area at the South Hammond Station. Generally the storm and sanitary sewers in
southwest Hammond may not be sized to handle greater flows from the NEPA Preferred
Alternative. There is concern about the Project causing sanitary sewer backups in the
adjacent residential areas and increased potential for street flooding.
80) Chapter 6 Secondary and Cumulative effects; It states that they have no criteria to
evaluation the secondary and cumulative effects. There are generalizations about increased
traffic, potential residential development around the station, increase in property values
around stations. It does state that the South Hammond maintenance facility would have a
negative impact on the residential areas and the values. The TOD projects would help address
those impacts and derive solutions.
What is not discussed is the potential access difficulties arising from the elevated portions of
the track north of downtown Hammond-in particular the Wilcox Paxton area for which the
design blocks Wilcox Street and only provides an alley access to the properties that will be
west of the elevated train. Flexicore at Stateline will be accessed by Marble Street, Wabash
Avenue, new Hanover Street. This means that they will have two new 90 degree turns in
order to maneuver their vehicles to access Sheffield Avenue. This may also affect emergency
services. Depending upon the final acquisition of property, there may be remnant parcels that
may or may not be viable for use or redevelopment.
81) Page 7-1, Section 7, does the consultant find that the Federal Cement Tile Company not
afforded protection under Section 4(f) of the NEPA Preferred Alternative? If not, why not?
82) Page 7-3, Table 7.4-1, Why is Harrison Park in Hammond not considered parks within the
Study Area?
83) Page 7-8, Figure 7.4-4, please provide a north arrow for this figure. The top of the figure is not
north.
84) Page 7-24 Section 7.5.4 It is saying that NICTD has ROW between Douglas and the Dan Rabin
plaza. NICTD plans to relocate the Erie Trails within its ROW, However, the City of Hammond
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owns 99' ROW. They still need the City to determine if there is a "de minimus" determination
of any effects on the Erie Lackawan na Trail.
85) Page 7-28, Section 7.5.6 Federal Cement Tile Company Building. The NEPA Preferred
Alternative affects access to the building
86) Chapter 8 6f process. NICTD is seeking to acquire a portion of our Erie Lackawanna Trail ROW
between Douglas and the Dan Rabin Plaza. Then they would work with the City to replace the
trail to maintain the responsibility under the LWCF grant. There was no discussion of the
impacts on the U MTA grant and the Dan Rabin Plaza
87) Noise and Vibration Report
a.

Page 8, Figure 1-6, Street names labeled incorrectly: "Grover" not "Grove"; "Mobil"

b.

Page 19, Warning Horns, Crossing Bells, Bell Ringing at Stations-impact at intersections

c.

Page 20, The degree of noise at Park and Ride is unclear in the report.

does not exist. "State Line Avenue" not shown. Gostlin "Street" not "Avenue."
and negatives impacts on houses/residents.
d.

Page 20, Noise impacts around maintenance facility should be projected in the EIS.

e.

Page 35, There was discussion of moderate to severe noise impacts on a building on
Manor Avenue in Munster and suggested that a noise barrier to be constructed. The
study did not d iscuss 406 1651h Street that is closer to the tracks and will get sound
bounce back from the bridge. It did discuss noise impacts for a Lyman Avenue
residence.

f.

Appendix Sheet 11. Red dots shows severe impacts all along the route. This particular
map shows the 1651h Street/Oak Hill area. Houses all along Blaine Avenue have severe
impacts. Three houses deep from the tracks along 1651h Street, Florence have severe
impacts. Two houses deep on the west side show severe impacts. Sheet 12 shows only
moderate (moderate to severe) at 173'd Street.

88) Appendix H-8 Environmental -In the interest of full disclosure, certain locations in the City of
Hammond have not been properly reviewed related to Environmental concerns:
a.

A site at 241- 251 Brunswick is not addressed and is the s ite of a former Dry Cleaning
operations and the former location of the Midwest Solvent Recovery operations. It
appears to be associated with the Polish Vets site on Gostlin Street, but that was due to
the fact that the Polish Vets purchased a parking lot on the south side of Gostlin Street
and adjacent to the Midwest Solvent recovery site and found the soil beneath the
parking lot to be contaminated.

b.

Site adjacent to the 5800 block of Sohl Avenue and the intersection of Carroll Street
directly West of the Railroad Train Display Area. The area that is fenced off contains
trees and vegetative waste buried from the Douglas Point Development (approximately
4.5 acres) is Lake County Indiana Parcel #45-06-01-2001-010.000-023. The site may

require further review.
89) Appendix H-8 Hazardous Materials Technical -The Orphaned Site Summary listing appears to
be in error as the listing shows numerous sites in Illinois as being part of the Lake County
Indiana Orphaned Site listing
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Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Comment ID No. 005
Date Received: Tue 01/17/2017 3:06 PM
Will there be copies of the DEIS, with all appendixes available at the public hearings this week? Thank You
S RK

Scott Kuxmann
Ma nager Passenger Operatio ns
CN
0 708 3 3 2 4516
c 7 08 990 8486

Scott.Kuxmann@cn.ca
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CN

Region Director Contracts and Administration

www.cn.ca

Homewood, IL 6043 0- 1 345

Southern Region
Michael A. Matteucci

1 7641 So. Ashland Avenue
T 708.332.3598
F 708.332.3673

February 2, 2017
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NICTD
DEIS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East U.S. Highway 12
Chesterton, Indiana

RE:

46304

West Lake Corridor Project DEIS

To Whom It May Concern:
In December 2016, the US Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in cooperation with United States Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) issued a Draft Environmental hnpact Statement (DEIS) to evaluate the
proposed West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois.
This Project is an approximately 9-mile proposed southern branch extension of NICTD's existing
South Shore Line (SSL) between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. The Project would also operate on
about 15 miles of existing SSL, CN's Kensington Crossing, and Commuter Rail Division of the
Regional Transportation Authority (Metra) Electric District's line to Millennium Station in
downtown Chicago. The DEIS includes several routing alternatives and designs, and will evaluate the
environmental, transportation, social, and economic impacts associated with the Project.
NICTD has asked parties to comment on the DEIS by February 3, 2017 and CN appreciates the
opportunity to do so here. Unfortunately, many of CN's primary concerns that were communicated by
phone, in person and by email with NICTD over the past two years are not adequately addressed in the
DEIS. I am not aware that CN received any inquiries or contact from the FTA or USACE regarding
this Project.
The DEIS indicates that factors of importance to NICTD included freight railroad impacts from
railroad

construction and operational perspectives,

and community

preferences.

The DEIS

specifically noted that the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Preferred Alternative would
include an "elevated crossing over the Maynard Junction" DEIS, page ES-11, ES.8.1)) and that the
Projects guideway would be designed to operate "completely separated from any freight rail
operations" (DEIS page ES-12, ES.8.2). The DEIS recognized that at-grade rail-rail crossings create
significant concerns and noted that "Flyovers would eliminate the interaction of Project service with
freight rail operations" (DEIS page 2-6, 2.2.2.2) which would improve rail operational efficiencies
along both the alternative and crossing railroad.

The DEIS further states that the NEPA Preferred

Alternative would not cross any freight railroad tracks at grade, or share railroad ROW or
infrastructure" (DEIS page 3-10, 3.3.4.1).

Consistent with the DEIS, CN strongly supports the following:
Maynard Junction
•

Maynard Junction is vital connection between CN and CSX with a significant amount of freight
traffic and more trains expected (CN leases the rail line west of Maynard Junction to CSX and
maintains operating rights).

References throughout the DEIS discuss at-grade crossing as an

option (DEIS page ES-7, Figure 7-1, page 2-12, Figure 2.2-7) and would create conflicts and
delays to commuter and freight service greatly impairing CNs operations. The DEIS also
recognizes that an at-grade crossing would "result in the degradation of service reliability due to the
conflicts with crossing freight traffic" (DEIS page 2-21, 2.3.6).

CN agrees with the DEIS

statement that "flyovers would eliminate the interaction of the Project service with freight rail
operations" (DEIS page 2-6, 2.2.2.2) and that there would be an "elevated crossing over the CSX
Elsdon Subdivision at the Maynard Junction" (DEIS page 2-10, 2.2.2.4). A grade separation is
imperative to ensure that there are no operational delays to Amtrak, NICID, CN and CSX and
should be considered a requirement for the Project by CN. Inadequate funding of the project is not
a reason to arbitrarily eliminate a grade separation as suggested in the DEIS Chapter 10, section
10.3.3; rather inadequate funding would be grounds for rejection of the Project.
Kensington Crossing
•

Kensington Crossing is a very high volume rail traffic crossing of freight, Amtrak and NICID
trains.

The DEIS does not provide any discussion, consideration, evaluation or analysis of the

significant impacts to freight, Amtrak and commuter traffic at this already severely congested
crossing due to the volume of NICTD trains. In fact, the DEIS states that a rail traffic simulation
model was used to evaluate train performance only for the traffic north of Kensington Crossing on
the Metra line, while the model inexplicably excluded traffic that runs through Kensington

Crossing (DEIS page 3-2, 3.2.2).

NICD currently operates approximately 60 trains within a

seventeen-hour period through Kensington Crossing with insufficient windows for Metra to
dispatch approximately 22 daily freight trains and 6 daily Amtrak trains crossing at Kensington
which greatly impairs CN's operations and causes delays to Amtrak as well. The DEIS indicates
that NICID proposes to add an additional 12 trains crossing CN at Kensington. (DEIS ES-14,
Table 2.3-3) which is a 20% increase within that same seventeen-hour period.

These additional

NICTD trains will significantly reduce the already inadequate windows of time for the combined
traffic of Amtrak, NICTD, CN and CN's other tenant railroads (BNSF, NS, CSSSB,
operate through Kensington Crossing.
•

UP)

that

CN's concerns have been shared with NICTD numerous times, yet the DEIS indicates incorrectly
that there are "minimum impacts on the daily rail operations for freight or passenger rail service"
(DEIS page ES-16, Table ES.10-1). As with Maynard Junction, the Projects guideway must also
be designed to operate completely separated from any rail operations at Kensington Crossing. The
DEIS states that NICTD has "collaborated with Metra in a rail simulation study to assess whether
sufficient capacity on Metra's line exists to accommodate Project trains" (DEIS page ES-24,
10.2.2). In fact, the DEIS states incorrectly that "the NEPA Preferred Alternative would not affect
the current service provided by Amtrak" as Amtrak traffic runs though Kensington Crossing.
(DEIS page 3-6, 3.2.4.1). With the diminished availability of this crossing, Amtrak trains and
freight trains operating on CN tracks through Kensington Crossing will be negatively impacted by
the elimination of even more available operating windows of time.
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•

CN requests that an independent capacity study at Kensington be performed with full participation,

transparency and cooperation of CN, NICTD, Metra and Chicago South Shore & South Bend

Railroad in order to determine remedies for addressing capacity, non-prejudiced dispatching
protocol and other infrastructure improvements at this location, including but not limited to a grade
separation, in order to reduce the passenger, commuter and freight delays.
•

CN believes that a grade separation at Kensington Crossing is imperative to ensure that there are
not further and unreasonable operational delays to Amtrak, NICTD, CN and CN's other tenant
railroads (BNSF, NS, CSSSB,

UP) and is considered a requirement for the Project by CN.

Dyer Crossing
•

Dyer Crossing is a high volume crossing of freight and Amtrak trains where CSX crosses the twin
mains of CN (which is a location with significant traffic) in the vicinity of Plum Creek. NICTD
has proposed extending the Project as far as St. John and also include a maintenance and/or layover
facility to be located at Dyer south of the Dyer Crossing (DEIS page 2-4, Figure 2.2.-2). As with
Maynard Crossing and Kensington Crossing, an extension of the Project to this location for
NICTD trains would require the inclusion of a grade separation of CN tracks in order to avoid
significant delays to both commuter, Amtrak, CN and CN's tenant railroad (NS, UP)traffic at this
crossmg.

It is disappointing that CN's issues that were raised with NICTD since early 2014 have been
diminished and dismissed in the DEIS (DEIS Chapter 3 Transportation, and DEIS Appendix F-4, 2.1).
CN's concerns at Kensington Crossing were arbitrarily dismissed without any analysis because the
Project is inadequately funded and the analysis only reviewed traffic that runs north of Kensington
Crossing.

Furthermore, it appears that CN's concerns at Dyer Crossing were not evaluated or

considered as part of this process.
CN strongly urges FTA, NICTD and USACE to include the proposed grade separations at Kensington
Crossing, Maynard Crossing and (in the event that the Project route is extended south) at Dyer Crossing.
At grade crossings will create significant delays reducing the important public benefits in more efficient
and fluid rail transportation in greater Chicago.
With these proposed grade separations, CN believes that this provides the best overall public benefits
and CN would support the Project. Thank you for providing the opportunity to review and comment on
the DEIS and CN looks forward to further discussion regarding the Project.

Cc:

Scott Kuxmann (CN)
Jim Kvedaras (CN)
project. emai l@nictdwestlake.com
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Mike Noland

Mark Assam, AICP

CEO/General Manager

Environmental Protection Specialist

NICTD

Federal Transit Administration

33 East U.S. Highway 12

200 W. Adams Street, Suite 320

Chesterton, Indiana

Chicago, IL 60606

46304

Nicole Barker, Dir.

Don Orseno

Capital Investment and Implementation

Executive Director/CEO

NICTD

Metra

33 East U.S. Highway 12

547 W. Jackson Blvd.

Chesterton, Indiana

Chicago, IL

46304
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Consolid ated Rail Corporation
1717 Arch Street, Ste . 1310
P h i l a delphia, PA 1 9 103
Febru ary 3, 2016
BY E LECTRON I C MAIL
N o rthern I n d i a n a Com m uter Tran sportation Dist ri ct ( " N I CTD"),
DEIS West Lake Co rri d o r Project
33 East U . S . Highway 1 2

Project.emai/@nictdwestlake.com

Ch esterton, IN 46304

Comments on N ICTD West Lake Corridor Project Draft Environmental Impact
Statement
Re:

Consolid ated Ra i l Corporati o n ("Co n rail") s u b mits the fol lowing comments on the Draft
Enviro n m ental I m pact Statem ent ( "Draft EIS") a n d Section 4(f) Eva lu ation released o n
Decem be r 15, 2016 b y t h e F e de ra l Transit A d m i n istration ( " FTA" ) i n cooperation with the
U .S. Army Co rps of Engin ee rs fo r t h e p roposed West Lake Corridor Project. The project
i n vo lves t h e construct i o n of an ap proxi mately 9-mile extension of the southern branch of
N I CTD's existi ng South Sh ore Li n e b etwee n Dyer a n d H a m m o n d, I n d i a n a . Con rail is a
Class I l l switc h i n g rai l road, i n d irectly a n d jointly owned by CSX Corporatio n ("CSX") a n d
N o rfolk Southern Corpo rati o n ("NS" ) . Con ra i l is the m ajority o w n e r of the I n d iana
H a rb o r Belt Rai lroad ( "I H B" ) . Co n ra i l s u b m its these c o m m ents o n behalf of I H B .
I n t h e D raft E I S, FTA a n d N ICTD pro pose " H a m m o n d Altern ative Option 2" as the N E PA
Preferred Alternative. ( D raft E IS at Section ES.8, Page ES- 1 1) . Th e H a m m o n d A ltern ative
Option 2 appears to have t h e least i m pact on th e I H B as compared with oth e r
alternatives considered . A s a resu lt, Conrail d o e s n o t o bject to H a m m o n d Altern ative
Option 2 as the proposed N EPA Preferred Alternative.
E c h o i n g NS's comm ents in its l ette r d ated J a n u a ry 30, 2017, Conrail relies upon the
fol l o w i n g state m e nts i n provi d i n g its com m e nts: The D raft E I S states "The Project's
g u i d eway wo u l d be designed to operate completely sepa rated from any frei ght rail
o p e rati o n . " ( D raft EIS at Sect i o n 8 . 2, Page E S- 12 ) . Th e D raft E I S p rovides fu rther that:

"The H a m m o n d Alternative Options would n ot cross freight ra i l road tracks at-grade,
s h a re ra i l road ROW and infrastructu re, a nd wo u l d h ave the least effect on freight
ra i l road op erations." ( Draft EIS at Section 10.4, Page 10-14). Ad d itio n a l ly, Conra i l rel ies
upon a n d agrees with the Draft EIS statem ent that "u sing or crossi n g existing freight
railroad corridors wo uld req u i re agree m e nt from the affe cted railroad owners." (Id.).
Co n rail n otes that the F igure ES.7-3 a pp e a rs to depict the elevated section of the
p ro posed extension sta rting just east of the state line. The IHB n orth -south route
through the N orth State Li n e area is not s hown on eit h e r of the maps on Figure ES.7-3 or
ES. 7-4. the I H B east-west main l i n e is dep icted in ES.7-3, but this is not the l i n e which is
of concern in the North State Li n e a rea. From the descri ption I H B's north -south route
does not a p p e a r to be disturbed, but the maps a re so mewhat u nclea r. As th e p rocess
moves fo rward, we req u est cla rity on the exact alignme nt of the p ro posed extension of
t h e line, as well as the p ro posed l i n e's s patial relationship to the existin g railroad rights
of-way, i nc l u d i n g that of the north-south I H B l i n e which crosses the SS main line at CP
N o rth State Li n e .
We h ave so m e q u estions and concerns a bout potential i m pacts o f the P roject on I H B
ope rations, i nc l u d i n g, but not l i m ited to t h e fo l lowing: What i s th e control system for
the j u n ction between the SSL m a i n l i n e a n d the West Lake extension a n d wi l l it include
what is n ow C P N o rth State Lin e ? If so, w h a t will be the effect of this new co nnection
between the two N ICTD routes on the operation of the interlocking at CP North State Line?
Whe re exactly is the maintenance facility to be located and how will the maintenance operation
work? We a ntici pate that we w i l l resolve th ese question s and concerns through o u r
conti n u ed !n volvem ent as a sta ke holder i n t h i s process, but w e e n u m e rate these
q u estions to u n d erscore the n eed for close coord ination with IHB in the planning
p rocess.
F i n a l ly, the P refe rred Alternative m u st p rovide sufficient capacity t h at does not preclude
futu re expansion of I H B capacity. For exa m ple, we wo u l d l i ke to see m o re d etail on the
p l acement of bri dge pillars and overhead cle arance (at the Hoh m a n Street a rea
overcrossi ng) to e n s u re the p reservatio n of I H B's ability to add a 4th track or a con nection
between I H B a n d NS in the northeast or southwest q u a d ra nt .
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Con�ail supports the efforts of the FTA a n d others to e n h ance and exten d the South
Shore Line. We believe it is i m porta nt, however, to recognize that freight rail is as critica l
for economic development as p assenger service. Con ra i l appreciates the opportu nity to
p rovide com m ents, and looks forward to its involve ment as a stakeholder in the N I CTD
West La ke Corridor P roject p rocess.
Sincerely,
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Comment ID No. 008
Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Sun 01/29/2017

You cannot tie Main Street into Seminary Drive or any other street in The Meadows
subdivision of Dyer it will make it next to impossible to provide emergency services to the
residents at certain time of the day, the subdivision was never designed for that traffic
volume. You would also endanger the lives of the children that live and play in the
subdivision.
Bob Bonnin
Dyer Fire Department
Asst. Fire Chief
Blue Jay Way
Dyer, IN 46311
rbonnin@sbcglobal.net
740

Comment ID No. 009A −009F

2017-�

TOWN OF DYER, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA
RESOLUTION NO.:

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TOWN OF
DYER, INDIANA, CONCERNING THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT FOR
COMMUTER RAIL SERVICES
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Dyer, is the elected muni cipa legislative
body for the o wn with the statutory authority to establish poli ies and recommendations on

T

l

c

behalf of the Town; and

WHEREAS, the Town of D yer, pursuant to LC. § 3 6- 1 -7- 1 , et. g& entered into an
Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with several Lake County governmental entities with the
purp ose of providing resources to support the extension and improvement of the commuter rail
services provided by the Northern Indiana Commuter Transit Di strict; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Interlocal Cooperat on Agreement, the Town of Dyer

i

committed resources for the extension and improvement of commuter rail services in Lake
County, In i a, with the understanding that the provision of those services would not adversely
imp act existing residential development and surrounding areas within Dyer, Indiana;. and

d an

WHEREAS, the Town Council h s studied the proposed options for the dev lopment of

a

e

the West Lake Corridor Project and has received public comments from the citizens of Dyer
concerning the project; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town Council to memori alize its position and the
recommendations of the Town of Dyer
concerning the West Lake Corridor Proj ect for commuter
'
.
.
s
rail ervices.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE
TOWN OF DYER, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA, AS FOLLOWS:

the Town of Dyer, Indiana, hereby
recommendations concerning the West Lake C orridor Proj ect:
SECTION ONE:

A.

That

That the Town

adopts

the following

supports the West Lake Corridor Pro ect being

using Hammond Alternative Option 2 with the mod

j
develop ed
ifi cations set forth herein;

B. That the propo sed plans be modified to limi n te any connections between the

e

a

extension of Main Street and any streets within the Town of Dyer, including
Seminary Drive;

C. That the Dyer layover yard, parking : lot� and crew we fare

�

bui ld ing

be

designed and constructed to minimize sight lines and noise for all existing
neighb oring development and Sheffield Avenue;

D. That the Dyer layover yard, parldng lot, and crew welfare building be
designed and constructed to minimize the view from Sheffield Avenue and
from all existing neighboring developments;

E. That the project design be modified t-0 integrate bike paths around the station
area;

F. That the project design be modified to include a remote cell phone pick up
parking 16t.

.SECTION TWO:
Th at the Town Manager shaJl cause this Resolution to be timely
disseminated to all interested p arties and agencies responsible for the development of the West
Lake Corridor Project.
OF ,

.

�&�:'

LAKE

*

ALL OF WIIlCH IS RESOLVED, PASSED, AND ADOPTED THIS J f 14/DAY
2017, BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF DYER,

OUNTY,

AYES

IANA.

Jeffrey Dekker, President

°Jose

Joseph Cinko, Vice-President

..

f�

h Cinko, Vice-President

Mary Tanis, Member

Debbie Astor, M emb er

TOWN COUNCIL
TOWN OF DYER, LAKE COUNTY,, INDIANA

�1 .j',u(b(CUAJ-1btt{
ATTEST:

",,
Patricia Hawrot IAMC/MMC
Clerk-T�easurer
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Comment ID No. 0010
Armstrong, Roben
To:

Subject:

Armstrong, Roben
FW:
West Lake Corridor Project, d raft environmental impact statement (DEIS).

From: M ichael LaRonge [ma ilto:M ichae l . La Ro nge@fcpotawatomi-nsn .gov]

Sent: Tuesd ay, Janua ry 10, 2017 9 : 1 9 AM
To: N icole Ba rker

Subject: Re: West Lake Corridor Project, d raft environmental im pact statement ( D E IS).
Re :

West La ke Corridor Project, d raft environmental im pact statement (DEIS).

Dea r Ms. Barker,
Pursuant to consu ltation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (1966 as amended) the Fo rest
Cou nty Potawatomi as a Federally Recognized Native American Tribe reserves the right to comment on Federa l
underta kings, as defined under the act. Tha nk you for providing the l i n k t o the DEIS for this project. I have reviewed
Chapter 4 for information perta in ing to the identification and treatment of cultura l resou rces within the p rojects APE
and is a ppears consistent with the lega l req u irements under Section 106. I do have a few questions I need answered in
o rd e r to provide a su bstantive response to the project.
First I would li ke to request a copy of any new a rchaeological studies that a re being done as pa rt of the project, ideally
the SHPO response fo r each as wel l . I a lso have a question about a site re ported by a previous survey. One
a rchaeological site within the project corridor was noted in Ta ble 4.6-3 o n page 4-46 from a survey done by Keene and
Kara m a nski (1980) . What type of site is it and has this site been avoided?
Yo u r i nterest in protecting Indiana's cultural a nd historic properties is a p p reciated. If yo u have any q uestions or
conce rns, please contact me at nu m ber o r emails listed below.
Respectfu lly,
M ichael La Ronge
Tri bal Historic Preservation Officer
Natural Resources Department
Forest Cou nty Potawato m i Com m u n ity
5320 Wensaut Lane
P.O. Box 340
Cra ndon, Wisconsin 54520
Phone: 7 15-478-7354
Fax: 7 15-478-7225
E m a i l : Michael . La Ronge@FCPotawatoml-nsn.gov
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DNR

Comment ID No. 0011A −0011B
Eric Holcomb, Governor
Cameron F. Clark, Di rector

I ndiana Department
of Natural Resources

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology • 402 W. Washington Street, W274 • Indianapolis, IN 46204-2739
Phone 3 1 7-232-1646 • Fax 3 1 7-232-0693 • dhpa@dnr.IN.gov • www. IN.g�toric

February 3, 20 1 7

I

Nicole B arker

I

Director of Capital Investment and Implementation
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
3 3 East US Highway 1 2
Chesterton, Indiana 46304
Lead Federal Agency: Federal Transit Administration ("FTA")
Cooperating agency: US Anny Corps of Engineers

Re: "West Lake Corridor Project, NICTD, Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation," Lake
County, Indiana, and Cook County, Illinois (Federal Transit Administration and Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District, December 20 1 6) (INDNR No. ER- 1 7897; DHPA No. 1 6774)
Dear Ms. Barker:
Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1 969, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 432 1 ,

et seq.),

Section 4(f) of the US

Department of Transportation Act of 1 966, Section 1 06 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 966, as amended (54 U.S.C. §
306 1 08) and 36 C.F.R. Part 800, the staff of the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer ("Indiana SHPO") has reviewed the
aforementioned document, the link to which we received on December 15, 20 1 6, in your letter dated December 1 3 . Our comments
will be limited to historic properties that lie partly or entirely within Indiana and impacts on those properties, and we will defer to the
Illinois Historic Preservation Officer regarding historic properties lying entirely within Illinois.
At various places in the "West Lake Corridor Project, NICTD, Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation"
("DEIS") (such as sections 4.6.3 . 1 , 7 .5.5, 7.7, and 7.8), reference is made to the fact that the Indiana SHPO had not yet commented
on or concurred with FTA ' s Section 1 06 determinations of eligibility or finding of effects. That is true, as of the time the link to the
DEIS was distributed on December 1 3 , 20 1 6, but we did not receive the compact disc containing the DEIS, which we had requested,
until December 15.

However, we did respond to those determinations and the adverse effect finding, as well as the draft

memorandum of agreement, in our Section 1 06 comment letter dated and mailed to FTA on December 1 4, 20 1 6 . That is why FTA
was not fully informed about the Indiana SHPO's comments at the time the DEIS was prepared.
Inasmuch as the Preferred Alternative (Hammond Alternative Option 2) has been announced in the DEIS, and, because of the
advantages cited in the DEIS in favor of the Preferred Alternative, we do not object to its selection. Accordingly, we will limit our
comments to the possible effects of that alternative.
With regard to section 4.6.2.4., as previously indicated in our December 1 4 Section 1 06 comment letter to FTA, in terms of
archaeological resources, based on the submitted information and the documentation available to the staff of the Indiana SHPO, we

("NRHP") within the proposed project area.

have not identified any currently known archaeological resources listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places

However, we concur with the opinion of the archaeologist, as expressed

in the Phase la Archaeological Reconnaissance Survey Report (Gierek, October 20 1 6), that additional Phase la archaeological field
investigations must be conducted at specific portions of the proposed project area (as indicated in the archaeological report) prior to
any project-related ground-disturbing activities in order to confirm disturbance and lack of intact archaeological deposits in those
areas.

The archaeological recording must be done in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior' s "Standards and Guidelines for

Th e DNR m ission: Protect, enhance, preserve and wisely use natural,

cultural an d recreational resources for the bene�t of Indiana's citizens
through professional leadership, m anagement and education.

www. D N R. I N .gov

An Equal Opportun ity Employer
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Archaeology and Historic Preservation" (48 F.R. 447 1 6) and a report of the archaeological documentation must be submitted to our
office for review and comment.
Additionally, as previously indicated in that letter, we concur with the opinion of the archaeologist that the portions of the proposed
project area located at the Muster/Dyer Main Street Maintenance and Storage Facility that were not subjected to Phase Ia
archaeological field investigations (due to lack of landowner permission) must be subjected to Phase Ia archaeological field
investigations prior to any project-related ground-disturbing activities in order to confirm disturbance and lack of intact
archaeological deposits.

The archaeological recording must be done in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards

and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation" (48 F.R. 447 1 6) and a report of the archaeological documentation must
be submitted to our office for review and comment.
Furthermore, as previously indicated in that letter, we concur with the opinion of the archaeologist, as expressed in the report, that
archaeological site 12-La-0707 (which was identified during the archaeological investigations) does not appear eligible for inclusion
in the NRHP, and that no further archaeological investigations appear necessary at this site.

Thank you for having electronically

submitted the archaeological site survey form for archaeological site 1 2-La-0707 to the Indiana DHPA SHAARD system database. It
will be reviewed.
As a note, if the proposed project area is altered to include any portions within 1 00 feet of a cemetery, then a cemetery development
plan may be necessary under IC 1 4-2 1 - 1 -26. 5 .

The aforementioned cemetery must b e avoided b y all project activities, and

provisions ofrelevant state statutes regarding cemeteries (including IC 1 4-2 1 - 1 and IC 23- 14) must be adhered to.
If any prehistoric or historic archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, or
earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 1 4-2 1 - 1 -27 and -29) requires that the discovery be reported to the Department of
Natural Resources within two (2) business days. In that event, please call (3 1 7) 232- 1 646. Be advised that adherence to Indiana
Code 1 4-2 1 - 1 -27 and -29 does not obviate the need to adhere to applicable federal statutes and regulations, including but not limited
to 36 C.F.R. 800.
Table 4.6-4 summarizes the effects that have been assessed thus far on historic properties. Direct adverse effects have been identified
there for the O.K. Champion Building at 4 7 1 4 Sheffield Avenue and the Federal Cement Tile Company at 24 Marble Street, both in
Hammond.

However, only the O.K. Champion Building would be taken for the Preferred Alternative alignment and North

Hammond Maintenance Facility.

We agree that the effect on the O.K. Champion Building will be adverse under the Preferred

Alternative, and Table ES. I 0- 1 also identifies that adverse effect for the Preferred Alternative.

In our July 8, 20 1 6, Section 1 06 comment letter to FTA, w expressed concern about possible effects on the settings of the residential
properties in the Harrison Park Historic District, the Hotel Goodwin at 422 Willow Court/5 1 09 Bulletin Avenue, and the Commercial
Building at 424 Willow Court.

We no longer are concerned about effects on the setting of the Harrison Park Historic District,

because the proposed, West Lake Corridor alignment there will be at grade, and, except for poles and catenary, will not look too
different from what was visible when the Monon's and successor railroads' trains ran in that right-of-way. However, the alignment
in downtown Hammond will be elevated as it passes over, or immediately to the west of, the northwest comer of the State Street

to the significance of that district. The Hotel Hammond at 4 1 5 Yz Sibley Street and the P.H. Mueller Sons Hardware at 4 1 6-4 1 8

Commercial Historic District and very close to the Hotel Goodwin and Commercial Building at 424 Willow Court, which contribute

Sibley will be only slightly farther from this elevated section of the alignment. B y contrast, the Minas Parking Garage at 442 and

462-464 Sibley and the Simplex Railway Appliance Company at 483 1 Hohman Avenue also will be fairly close to what we think
would be elevated sections of the alignment, but the Minas Parking Garage was built immediately adjacent to what once were the
active Erie Lackawanna and Monon railroad tracks, and both that parking garage and the Simplex building are fairly utilitarian in
function, if not also in design, so we do not think that their settings would be adversely affected by their proximity to the elevated
tracks of the West Lake Corridor.
The visual resources discussion, beginning at section 4.7, contains illustrations (figures 4.7-6 and 4.7-7) of areas at or very near the
State Street Commercial Historic District (including the Hotel Goodwin and the adjoining Commercial Building), the Hotel
Hammond, and the P.H. Mueller Sons Hardware, but does not seem to discuss the possible effects on those particular historic
properties. Table ES. I 0- 1 acknowledges only one adverse effect of the Preferred Alternative (presumably the removal of the O.K.
Champion Building), and Table 4.4-4 indicates that the effects on the aforementioned properties would not be adverse.

We are

unable to determine from the information in the DEIS, however, whether the effects on the settings of the State Street Commercial
Historic District, the Hotel Hammond, and the P.H. Mueller Sons Hardware were specifically analyzed, especially with regard to the
visual effects of having some kind of elevated, bridge-like structure crossing their respective streets a stone' s throw away. On the
other hand, Table ES. 1 0- 1 states: "New elements could negatively affect visually sensitive resources by altering the view to and/or
from the resource, or by adding an element that would be out of scale or character of the existing visual context."

Nicole. Barker
February 3,
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A draft illustration included in FTA ' s June 7, 20 1 6, Section 1 06 letter shows typical cross-sections of the proposed track at grade, on
retained fill, and on elevated structure. According to the elevated track cross-section, the tops of the rails could be over 20 feet above
grade level, with the poles and the catenary they would support rising about another 20 feet. The structure supporting the elevated
track apparently would extend a few feet below the rails. The supporting columns or bents were not included in that cross-section.
In any event, the elevated structure and related fixtures would rise to a significant height above the streets they cross.

Because we do not have a very clear idea yet of how the elevated structures might obscure views of, or appear to loom over, the
nearest contributing buildings of the State Street Commercial Historic District, the Hotel Hammond, or the P.H. Mueller Sons
Hardware, we cannot be sure that the Preferred Alternative will not have indirect, visual adverse effects on them. We recommend
further consultation on that issue, when it becomes possible to provide at least representative profiles of the elevated structures.
Furthermore, at least for the purposes of Section 1 06, we attempted to explain in our December 14 letter to FTA that, based on the
information FTA had provided in its November 7, 20 16, submission, it appeared to us that the acknowledgement in FTS 's letter and
in Stipulation I.B. of the draft MOA that further archaeological work needs to be performed suggests that what amounts to partial
phasing of the archaeological identification and evaluation investigations should be considered an additional reason for making the
Section 1 06 Adverse Effect finding (see 36 C.F.R. § 800.4[b][2]). Although the actual effect is not known at this point, we think that

may be

the possibility that an NRHP-eligible archaeological resource could yet be discovered as the archaeological investigations are
completed and that the archaeological resource could be adversely affected is enough to warrant a finding that there

may alter,

adverse effect on an archaeological resources.
undertaking

an

According to 3 6 C.F.R. § 800.5(a)( l ), "[a]n adverse effect is found when an

directly or indirectly, any of the characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in

feeling, or association." (Our

emphasis.)

the National Register in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property's location, design, setting, material, workmanship,

If you have questions about archaeological issues, please contact Wade T. Tharp at (3 1 7) 232- 1 650 or wtharp l @dnr.IN.gov.
Questions about buildings or structures should be directed to John Carr at (3 1 7) 232- 1 949 or jcarr@dnr.IN.gov.
In all future correspondence regarding the NICTD West Lake Corridor Project, please continue to refer to INDNR No. ER- 1 7897 and

DHPA No. 1 6774.

Very truly yours,

MJtff[f;/&

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
MKZ:WTT:JLC:jlc
emc:

V
V
Susan Weber, Federal Transit Administration, Region V
Marisol Sim6n, Federal Transit Administration, Region
Mark Assam, Federal Transit Administration, Region

Michael Noland, Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
John Parsons, Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
Nicole Barker, Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District, West Lake Corridor
Christy Haven, AECOM
Lynn Gierek, RPA, AECOM
Rachel Leibowitz, Ph.D., Illinois Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Joe Phillippe, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
David Halpin, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency Project Box
Christie Stanifer, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish and Wildlife
Carl Wodrich, Indiana Department ofNatural Resources, Division of Land Acquisition
Bob Bronson, Indiana Department ofNatural Resources, Division of Outdoor Recreation
Mitchell Zoll, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Chad Slider, Indiana Department ofNatural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology
John Carr, Indiana Department ofNatural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology
Wade T. Tharp, Indiana Department ofNatural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology
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January 3 0, 20 1 7
Mr. Michael Noland

Executive Director
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
3 3 East lJ .S. H ighway 1 2
Chesterton, IN 46304

Re: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project Draft E C S
Dear Mr. Noland :

We

grateful for the opportunity to review the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District (NICTD)' s \Vest Lake Corridor P roj ec t Draft E I S dated December 20 1 6. Having reviewed
the draft repo rt and following our previous correspondence in November 20 1 5, Metra would like
are

to provide some feedback and comments for your consideration "vhi le preparing the final report.

As the Metra Electric District

(MED) is the host rail road for the northern porti on

of both existing

NI CTD service and this proposed service expansi on, �fetra is a key partner in the success of this
endeavor. It is worth noting in the Draft E I S that enhanced NICTD service on the MED will likely
require i mplementation of some or all of the strategic improvements being explored in the ongoing

j oi ntly-funded Metra / NICID MED Capacity / Calumet Corridor study .

NICTD service added to the shared portion of the MED will be subject to future negotiation.

Also, note that any

We also wanted to bring to your attention a few minor po i nts within the text of the document. On
page 61 of Appendix F, it is our belief that p re vious communication indicated Metra' s desire to
serve as a participating agency in this study , s o Table 3- 1 on this page should be changed to reflect
that. Additionally, page 3 -2 in Chapter 3 refers to an "Analysis ofCapacity . . . '' report in Appendix
H which does not appear to be included in the final document.
We look forward to continuing to work with NICTD as the

project continues to

progress.

We

remain supportive of the project concept overall, and we arc committed to our ongoing partnership
to bring about transportation solutions that meet the needs of

northern

Indiana, northeastern

' Qh 1�l{t//

_ ____

Don Orseno

Executive Di rector/C EO

resi dents and employees of

Illinois, and the en tire Chic.agoland region.

questions or comments. pl eas e do not hesitate to c ontact me .

Sincerely,

the

If you have any

Comment ID No. 0013
From: Diane H unter [mai lto : d h u nter@m iami nation .co m]

Sent: Th u rsday, January 5, 2017 2:53 PM
To: project.email@n ictdwestla ke .com

Subject: West Lake Corridor Project

Dear Ms. Barker :
Aya, kikwehsitoole - I show you respect. My name is Diane Hunter, and I am the Tribal
Historic Preservation Officer for the Federally Recognized Miami Tribe of Oklahoma. In this
capacity, I am the Miami Tribe's point of contact for all Section 1 06 issues.
The Miami Tribe offers no objection to the above-mentioned project at this time, as we are not
currently aware of existing documentation directly linking a specific Miami cultural or historic
site to the proj ect site. However, as this site is within the aboriginal homelands of the Miami
Tribe, if any human remains or Native American cultural items falling under the Native
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) or archaeological evidence is
discovered during any phase of this project, the Miami Tribe requests immediate consultation
with the entity of jurisdiction for the location of discovery. In such a case, please contact me at
9 1 8-541 -8966, or by email at dhunter@miamination.com to initiate consultation.

The Miami Tribe requests to serve as a consulting party to the proposed project. In my capacity
as Tribal Historic Preservation Officer I am the point of contact for consultation.
Respectfully,
Diane Hunter
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 1 326
Miami, OK 743 5 5
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Comment ID No. 0014A −0014B

NIPSCO

February 2, 20 1 7

FEB

NICTD
DEIS West Lake Corridor Project

0

3 2C1 7

3 3 East U.S. Highway 1 2

C hesterton, IN 46304
Re:

Northern Indiana Public Service Company
Comments
West Lake Corridor Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Dear N ICTD:
NIPSCO looks forward to partnering with and supporting this public transportation improvement
for Northwest Indiana.

NIPSCO has reviewed and provided information concerning what it

u nderstands to be the proposed rail routes for the West Lake Corridor Project, including that
which was portrayed as the "preferred" route by project organizers at a public open house
session last month. That preferred route appears to contemplate construction of an elevated train
corridor over our former manufactured gas plant site in Hammond, Indiana.

Environmental

impacts from the former plant are subject to ongoing remedial work at that NIPSCO property
through

the

Indiana

Department

of

Environmental

Management's

(IDEM)

Voluntary

Remediation Program. The constructed remedy at the former plant site was previously approved
b y IDEM and entails long-term containment and active management of historic impacts with
a nticipated site institutional and engineering controls.
In addition, NIPSCO, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), and the
Indiana Natural Resources Trustees have been working pursuant to a written agreement under
the Great Lakes Legacy Act to remediate sediment impacts in proximate areas of the West
Branch of the Grand Calumet River.

That remedial work has included the installation of an

e ngineered cap within the river that is planned to be operated and maintained by Indiana. While
NIPSCO does not believe that these remediation projects and long-term associated controls will
inherently preclude the preferred route, it is recommended that planners and designers become
aware of the constraints and requirements needed to protect the environment at this location.

801

E.

86th

Avenue, Merri l l ville,

IN 4 6 4 1 0

•

2 1 9 . 64 7 . 4 9 0 7

•

w ww . N I PSCO.co m

Should you have any questions or comments regarding this correspondence, do not hesitate to
contact me at 2 1 9-647-5248 or via m y email address dsu l l ivan@nisource.com.
Sincerely,

Daniel Sullivan
Principal, Environmental Remediation
NiSource

Comment ID No. 0015B

NORFOLK
SOUTHERN
John V. Edwards

Norfolk Southern Corporation

Three Commercial Place
Norfo lk, VA 235 l 0
Phone: 757-629-2838
Fax: 757-533-4884

General Director

Passenger Policy

Email: john.edwards@nscorp.com

January 30, 20 1 7

Northern Indiana C ommuter Transportation D istrict (NICTD)

33

DEIS West Lake C orridor Proj ect

46304

East U . S . Highway 1 2

Chesterton, IN

Senf electronically to project. emaiL@nicrdwestlake.com

Re:

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the NICTD, West Lake

Corridor Proj ect
On December

1 5th, 2 0 1 6

,

the Northern Indi ana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), as

proj ect sponsor to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and in cooperation with the U . S .

4(t)

Army Corps of Engineers, released a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and Section
Evaluation pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, to evaluate the West L ake

Corridor Proj ect. The Project would construct an approximately 8-mile proposed southern branch
extensi o n of NICTD ' s existing South Shore L ine ( S SL) between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana.

Norfolk Sothern ' s comments regarding this proj ect are limited to the impact of the West Lake
Corridor Project al i gnment on Norfolk Southern Railway (NSR) and the adj acent Indiana Harbor
Belt freight railroad that connects with N S R in Northwestern Indiana.
Norfolk Southern notes that the DEIS states: "The P roject would operate in a dedicated
guideway within new or existing ROW from Dyer, Indiana, near Main Street to M illennium
Station in Chicago, Illinois. The Proj ect's guideway would be desi gned to operate completely
separated from any frei ght rail operations." DEIS at Section E S 8 . 2 . Further, the DEIS states
that: "The Hammond Alternative Options would not cross freight rai lroad tracks at-grade, share

1 0.4.

railroad ROW and infrastructure, and would have the least effect on frei ght railroad operations."
DEIS at Section

Norfolk Southern relies upon these statements in providing its comments.

Further, Norfolk Southern relies upon and agrees with the DEIS statement that "using or crossing

1 0 .4.

existing freight railroad corridors would require agreement from the affected railroad owners."
DEIS at S ection

NICTD, West Lake Corridor DEIS
January 30, 20 1 7

Page 2 of 2

As a result, Norfolk Southern notes that it does not object to the NEPA Preferred Alternative

(Hammond Alternative Option 2) as determined by FTA, NICTD and other project stakeholders.

Norfolk Southern appreciates the ability to make comments on the West Lake Corridor Project.
We look forward to remaining involved in this process.
Sincerely,

Comment ID No. 0016A −0016AL
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To:
NICTD West Lake Corridor Project
33 East U.S. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304
From:
Town of Munster
1005 Ridge Road
Munster, IN 46321
Date: January 31, 2017

RE: West Lake Corridor Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement
The Town of Munster would like to submit a proposed revision to the EIS boundaries shown in
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement released in December 2016.
The Town of Munster believes the West Lake Extension project will strengthen a vital
connection between Northwest Indiana and Chicago and bring with it opportunities for new
development, amenities, public spaces, jobs, and more residents. These "transit-oriented
developments" could drive the future of Northwest Indiana for generations to come.
The state of Indiana has committed $6 million annually to the West Lake Extension project for
up to 30 years with the stipulation that the Regional Development Authority show a return on
investment equal to at least double its contribution in the 20th year, which would be $6 million.
For transit-oriented development to occur adjacent to the Main Street station, while
maintaining the same amount of land for commuter parking, the Town of Munster would like to
propose extending the EIS boundary to the Indiana/Illinois state line. This would allow the
commuter parking lot to shift to the west while providing acres for transit-oriented development
adjacent to the West Lake tracks.

Dustin Anderson
Town Manager
Town of Munster
1 005 Ridge Road • Munster, IN 46321

Police Non-Emergency

(219) 836-8810 • Fax (219) 836-6540 • Police I Fire Emergencies 911
(219) 836-6600 • Fire Non-Emergency (219) 836-6960

•

www munster.org

- row� OF
-

..

\ tr...;_ ·

.. . ,�! · ·�..:Pi' .

1VtDNstE R ......

�
-

.

February 3, 2017

To:
NICTD Westlake Corridor Project
33 East U.S. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304
From:
Town of Munster
1005 Ridge Road
Munster, IN 46321

To those interested parties,
The West Lake Corridor Project should be of immense benefit to the town of Munster and other
adjacent municipalities.

A review of the DEIS reports reveals that there are challenges and

concerns that need to be addressed. The following is a list of issues and questions the Town has
identified as needing either further clarification or study�
The Town of Munster looks forward to a continued productive and transparent partnership. We
believe that if the project addresses the enclosed comments, questions, and suggestions that this
will be a tremendous benefit for Munster specifically and northwest Indiana more broadly.

Dustin Anderson
Town Manager

1005 Ridge Road • Munster, IN 463 2 1 • (219) 836-8810 • Fax (219) 836-6540 • Police I Fire Emergencies 9 1 1
Police Non-Emergency (219) 836-6600 • Fire Non-Emergency (219) 836-6960
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www.munster.org

West Lake Corridor Project - DEIS Comments
•

Munster area - The project would add more vehicular and bike traffic to the existing
streets and roadways in pre-dominantly residential areas. These residential streets may
not be equipped to handle the additional traffic.
impacts

to

local

roadways

and

pedestrian/bike/vehicular traffic.

A study is needed to identify the

improvements

needed

to

accommodate

the

The east-west streets that could see an increase in

traffic include Broadmoor Avenue (major collector with an ADT of 381000 vpd (2015)
east of Calumet Avenue), Ridge Road (other principal arterial with an ADT of 21,000 vpd
(2015), east of Hohman Avenue, Fisher Street (major collector with an ADT of 9,307 vpd
(2015)),

and Briar Lane. The north-south streets that will show an increase in traffic

include Hohman Avenue (major collector with an ADT of 6541 vpd (2015)), Manor
Avenue, Harrison Avenue (major collector with an ADT of 2,572 vpd), Jackson Avenue,

and Calumet Avenue (other principal arterial with an ADT of 32,880 vpd) . Solutions to

these issues should be in keeping with the principles of complete streets best practices.
•

For those commuters who would be walking or biking to the train station in Munster, the
streets need to be made accessible to pedestrians and bikes. For example, Main Street
has single and multi-family homes on either side. At a minimum, Main Street will need
continuous sidewalk and a bike lane to those commuters who prefer to walk or bike to
the station.

Will NICTD provide funds to the Town of Munster for making these

improvements on impacted local residential streets?
•

For Munster commuters coming from the south and east of the Ridge Road station,
Harrison Avenue and Briar Lane will become the major north-south and east-west access
roads to the main parking area. What is the projected increase in traffic on these two
streets which pass through single family residential areas?

Improvements may be

needed to these two streets. Traffic would also increase on Evergreen Lane and Fisher
Place. All these streets traverse through residential areas.
•

For pedestrian traffic to the Ridge Road station from the west south of Ridge Road: there
should be a pedestrian underpass to join both sides of Briar Lane under the Westlake
Extension.

•

Ridge Road is a major east-west roadway in the Town of Munster. It carries an Average

Daily Traffic (ADT) of approximately 21,000 vehicles per day (vpd). An at-grade railroad

crossing on Ridge Road would undoubtedly affect the traffic along Ridge Road.

The

signalized intersections at Manor Avenue, Harrison Avenue (north and south driveway),
Hohman Avenue and Calumet Avenue need to be evaluated as a signal system.
•

The signals along Ridge Road are closely spaced and could be part of a signal
interconnect system. At a minimum, the Ridge Road corridor between Homan Avenue
and Calumet Avenue needs to be evaluated for traffic impacts under the build conditions.
The signal upgrades, improvements to signal timing, and need for pre-emption needs to

be evaluated. How will these improvements be paid for?

1

•

How as the number of parking spaces for each station determined?

Munster/Dyer

station shows a need for 1700 to 1850 parking spaces and Ridge Road station shows a
need for 900-1000 spaces. For these stations that are relatively close, the total number
of parking spaces is too high.
•

Page ES.-14, Section 8.6 - Will the weekday service include non-stop service from
Munster/ Dyer and/or Ridge Road Stations?

•

Page ES-16, Table ES-1 0 . 1 - In Munster, where are the at-grade pedestrian/Bicycle
crossing proposed? Which crossings are proposed to be grade separated from rail tracks?

•

· what is the proposed design/lay out for the Ridge Road station? Will it be a building or
a shelter? The design of the proposed train station building and parking areas should be
consistent with Munster zoning and building codes.

•

Parking areas should be fenced in compliance with local zoning regulations.

•

The Town of Munster will likely enforce resident-only parking in the neighborhoods
around the station areas.

•

The Town believes that the 3 foot tall barrier will be in sufficient to effectively dampen
sound pollution. This barrier should be appropriately sized.

•

NICTD should incorporate the one or more of the existing barns at the proposed Ridge
Road station area into their platform/station design. These structures - while not on a
historic register - are important to the history of the community and their meaningful
inclusion would be a conscience and powerful act signifying the transition of time and
history.

•

Munster area - Fencing would be needed on both sides of the tracks north of Fisher Place
all the way to the Little Calumet River in order to maintain safety and prevent
unauthorized access to pedestrians and bicyclists.

•

Chapter 4 - Community and Social Analysis - Page 4-61 - The description says the
Ridge Road station will have a 150-stall parking lot. The plans and description in other
reports show 450-500 parking area and an over flow parking area with another 450-500
spaces. Please clarify.

•

The Main Street connection to train parking area on the east side - Is there a proposed
design plan/lay out for the underpass to be paid by NICTD?

•

DEIS - Chapter 5 - Noise Analysis - Section 5.2.5.1 - At what locations are the wayside
horns proposed in Munster? The limits of the noise barrier should be detailed along
Manor Avenue. Munster would like to partner in any solution that would drastically
reduce - if not eliminate - horn signals.

2

•

What is the proposed plan/layout for the existing signalized intersection at Manor
Avenue and Ridge Road?

What modifications are proposed at this intersection to

accommodate the at-grade crossing?
•

Would the Ridge Road station be served by Public Bus/Para transit?

If so,

improvements would be needed to Harrison Avenue and Broadmoor Avenue to
accommodate bus traffic.
•

•

•

Traffic Technical Report - Section 6.1.1 - Improvements are proposed to intersections
Sheffield Avenue/ Seminary Drive, Sheffield Avenue / Northgate Drive, and Sheffield
Avenue / Main Street. Improvements include striping, signalization and upgrades, lane
additions. How will these improvements be paid for?
DEIS Section 4. 8.3 - Is NICTD planning to have NICTD Police present in the
Munster/Dyer and Ridge Road station buildings?
Page ES-4 - "reducing parking burden at existing stations" is listed as one of the project
needs. Has a study been performed to study the existing and projected parking demand
at existing South Shore Stations for the project? East Chicago has adequate parking but
Hammond station doesn't seem to. Please provide the parking demand data to justify
the inclusion of this issue as one of the project needs.

•

•

•

Page ES-4, Last Paragraph and Page 1-8 - "In addition to very costly infrastructure,
expanded parking would place additional burden on the local road network used to
access the sites". What existing roadways used to access the existing train stations are
congested?
Please provide an exhibit that shows existing and projected
Volume/Capacity ratios to show the existing and projected levels of congestion on study
area roadways used to access the stations.
.
What is the projected monthly SSL fare from Munster/Dyer and Ridge Road to
Millennium Station?
Section 4. 7.3 - Page 4-55: Does the affected environment in Munster include MSE walls
for bridge approaches? The visual impacts due to TPSS would be more pronounced
north of Fisher Street.

•

Visual impacts - A number of trees will have to be removed on both sides of the tracks,
north and south of Ridge Road. These trees are located adjacent to existing trails
(Monon Bike Trail) and in residential areas. This will significantly impact the visual
character and quality of life in the sub-divisions . What is the plan for appropriate
reforestation?

•

Noise and Vibration - What are the BMPs to alleviate the short, medium, and long term
effects of the project, especially those residential areas north of Fisher Street that are in
very close proximity to the tracks. The BMPs to alleviate noise, dust, fumes, should be
presented to the local agency for review and approval prior to their implementation.

•

" Has the study considered the impact to emergency services? For example, Ridge Road is
used by the residents in Lansin to access the medical facilities in M unster.

g

3

•

Does the study assume that the Functional Classification of the roadways within the area
stays the same through yeaf ' 2040? Can an exhibit be provided that shows existing and
future year ADTs and functional classifications?

•

The existing rail bridge clearance over Broadmoor Avenue is 11 feet.

The proposed

clearance after elevation and reconstruction is 14.5 feet. Would this clearance be enough

if traffic were to increase on Broadmoor Avenue including buses and the functional
classification of this roadway is changed to a Minor Arterial?

•

All existing bike trails will be maintained or realigned. The Town of Munster is very
supportive and appreciative of this fact. With the extension of the tracks south along the

CSX lines to the Munster/Dyer station, there is an opportunity to extend another
significant bike trail through the community. Please build a trail south from Fisher Place
to the southern terminus of the Westlake Extension.
•

There is currently a pedestrian access tunnel at the eastern end of Belden Place that
serves as a neighborhood connection to Eads Elementary School. It is crucial that this
pedestrian access remain so that children and their families may continue to walk to
school in the morning from the homes to the west of the Monon alignment.

•

The Pennsy Greenway Trail will be crossed by the proposed alignment of the Westlake
Extension approximately 270 meters directly south of Fisher Place. What is the proposed

crossing for this intersection? An at-grade crossing is not desired by the Town.
•

How does NICTD intend to address stormwater management? What BMPs will be
employed? If there is a desire to utilize surface storage, this storage area (or areas)
should be a community asset - a park, open space, or trail connection.

•

While it makes sense for there to be an engineered connection between the rail facility to
the south and the Westlakes Subdivision to the north, there is not a consensus opinion as
to what the connection could and should like from the community. The Town would like
the parking and/or ingress and egress of the facility designed and constructed in a
manner that will allow a connection sometime in the future - if it is the majority of that
neighborhood's residents.
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Comment ID No. 0017
Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Wed 12/21/2016 1:48 PM
NICTD West Lake Corridor Project
33 East U.S. Highway 12

Chesterton, IN 46304

December 21, 2016
To Whom It May Concern,
We are writing from the Ninth Coast Guard District Bridge Program Office in Cleveland, OH.
The US Coast Guard (USCG) exercises jurisdiction and authority for bridges over navigable
waterways in the Great Lakes arei\I. We wish to provide the following comments related to the
DEIS published for proposed improvements to the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD) service in northern I ndiana and southern I l linois to downtown
Chicago, IL
This office exercises jurisdiction on at least two identified bridges over navigable waterways
within the project area. It was difficult to relate many of the graphics describing alternatives
considered, and the preferred alternative, to bridges that cross waterways where we exercise
jurisdiction. Due to this difficulty we understand our comments may only need clarification to
fully understand the project and any possible impacts to bridges or waterways where USCG
exercises jurisdiction.
The project area of interest for this office is the area near Calumet City, IL, and existing
railroad bridges that cross Calumet River just south of 130th Street (former Chicago South

Shore & South Bend Railroad, Mile 6.33 over Calumet River, and believed to be currently

owned and operated by NICTD). This bridge appears to carry existing NICTD traffic and would

continue carrying NICTD traffic in the proposed project. The other bridge appears to be part of

what is described as the Indiana Harbor Belt alternative. We identify this bridge as the current
or former Norfolk Southern Bridge at Mile 7.92 over Little Calumet River in Calumet City, IL
(approximately 0.6 miles east of 1-94 bridge over Little Calumet River). Additionally, there may
be an existing bridge near downtown Chicago crossing Chicago River currently used by NICTD
that may be included in the proposed project.
We could not determine whether there are proposed changes/additions/deletions to the
existing crossings/infrastructure. For instance, a replacement bridge or additional
trackage/structure across the waterways. It does not appei\lr new bridges at different
corridors across the waterways are proposed in the DEIS. Positive identification of bridges and
clear descriptions of any bridge alterations or additions would help inform whether this office
has any jurisdiction in the project going forward.
This office has no comments or jurisdiction related to the various project alternatives or the
preferred alternative for any portion of the project area over Grand Calumet River or south of
Little Calumet River near Calumet City, IL, including the various Hammond Alternatives.
This office would be happy to receive clarification or have further discussion regarding these
areas that could result in a clear determination of whether we would have continued interest
or involvement in the project. Please feel free to contact us to discuss further or provide
additional information. Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this

proposal. Please contact me at the phone number or email address below.
Sincerely,
/Is//

Scot Striffler
Bridge Program Ma nager
Com mander
Ninth Coast G ua rd District (dpb)
1240 E 9th St.
Cleveland, OH 44199
(216) 902-6087
Fax: (216) 902-6088

ScotM.Striffler@uscg.m ii

Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Comment ID No. 0018
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 11:47 AM
Greetings,
The U.S. Department of the Interior's comments on the subject project are attached. If there are questions
please contact this office at, (215) 597-5378.
Best Regards,
Valincia Darby
Valincia Darby
Regional Environmental Specialist
Depa rtment of the Interior, OEPC
200 Chestnut Street, Rm. 244
Philadelph ia, PA 19106
Phone: (2 15) 597-5378 Fax: (215) 597-9845

-,:

Val incia Da rby@ios.doi.gov
er1 6-0706, pdf

Comment ID No. 0018 con't.

United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
Custom House, Room 244

200 Chestnut Street
IN REPLY REFER TO:

Philadelphia, Pennsy lvania 1 9 1 06-2904

February 3, 20 1 7

9043 . l
ER 1 6/0706
Mark Assam
Federal Transit Administration, Region 5
200 W. Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, Illinois 60606
Dear Mr. Assam:
The Department of the Interior (Department) has reviewed the Section 4(f) Evaluation for the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the West Lake Corridor Project in Lake
County, Indiana, and Cook County, Illinois. The Department offers the following comments and
recommendations for your consideration.
Section 4(f) Comments
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), along with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD), proposes the construction and operation of the West Lake
Corridor Project (Project). The Project is an approximately 9-mile proposed southern branch
extension of NICTD's existing South Shore Line (SSL) between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana.
The Project would also operate on about 1 5 miles of existing SSL and Metra Electric District's
line to Millennium Station in downtown Chicago. Alternatives to be considered include a No
Build Alternative and three build alternatives, and several design options for the latter in terms of
route alignment, station locations, and.vehicle mode.
The draft evaluation identified several properties in the project study area eligible to be
considered under Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1 966 (48 U.S.C.
1 653(f)) and Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Act of 1 965 (54
U.S.C. 200305(f)(3) et seq.). The Department confirms that the Erie Lackawanna Trail is
encumbered under LWCF and that the project. constitutes a use and partial conversion of this
recreational resource. The LWCF Act states "No property acquired or developed with assistance
under this section shall, without the approval of the Secretary, be converted to other than public
outdoor recreation uses. The Secretary shall approve such conversion only if he finds it to be in

accord with the then existing comprehensive statewide outdoor recreation plan and only upon
such conditions as he deems necessary to assure the substitution of other recreation properties of
at least equal fair market value and of reasonably equivalent usefulness and location."
Chapter 8 of the DEIS, the Section 6(f) Evaluation, states, "NICTD would be required to replace
the impacted portion of the trail in a manner that provides equivalent recreational use on a one
to-one basis. NICTD would comply with the Section 6(t) requirements for seeking and
obtaining approval for the relocation of the trail, including appropriate coordination with the City
of Hammond and the NPS." The Department notes that any mitigation of the partial conversion
would need to be of at least equal fair m arket value and of reasonably equivalent usefulness and
location. This activity will require coordination with the State of Indiana Department of Natural
Resources, in addition to the City of Hammond and the National Park Service.
The DEIS notes that efforts were made to avoid impacts to 4(f) resources and to find ways to
reduce the severity of the impacts in consultation with the Indiana State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO) and other consulting parties. No programmatic agreement has been signed by
the SHPO, however, and the Department withholds its concurrence that all possible planning was
done to minimize harm to 4(f) resources until SHPO concurrence is received and the
programmatic agreement is finalized.
The Department has a continuing interest in working with the FTA to ensure impacts to
resources of concern to the Department are adequately addressed. For issues concerning section
4(f) resources, please contact Regional Environmental Coordinator Scott B lackburn, Midwest
Regional Office, National Park Service, 601 Riverfront Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68 1 02,
telephone (402) .66 1 - 1 844.
We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.
Sincerely,

LY?<

Lindy Nelson
Regional Environmental Officer

cc:

NPS-MWR-PC

(Blackburn)
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Comment ID No. 0019A −0019U
l J N !l E D S TATE S E N V I R O N M E NTAL PROTECTION A G E N C Y
REGION 5

7 7 WEST JJ-\CKSON BOU LEVARD
C H I CA G O , I L 60604 3590

!".'F:F. C ] 2 0 1 7

R E f' LY

Mark Assam

TO THE ATTErl i"ION C F

E- l 9J

Federal Transit Administratio n

200 W . Adams Street. Suite 3 20
Chicago. Illinois 60606

Nicole B arker
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District

3 3 E. US Highway 1 2

Cheste1ton, Indiana 46304
Re:

West Lake Corridor Project, Draft Environmental Impact Statement, Lake County,
Indiana and Cook County, Illinois, CEQ #20 1 60297

Dear Mr. Assam and Ms. Barker:
The U.S . Environmental Protection Agency is providing comments in response to the Draft

Environmental Impact S tatement (EIS ) for the above mentioned proj ect. Our comments are
provided pursuant to the N ational Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Council on

Environmental Qual i ty ' s NEPA Impl ementing Regulations (40 CFR Parts 1 500- 1 508), and

Section 3 09 of the Clean Air Act. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) i s the lead agency

for thi s proj ect under NEPA, and the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
(NICTD) is the proj ect proponent.

·

The proposed proj ect would extend the existing South Shore Line with a new nine-mile southern
branch from Hammond to Dyer, Indiana. The proj ect would also operate on approxi mately 1 5
miles of existing South Shore Line and Metra Electri c District tracks between Hammond and
Downtown Chicago. The Draft EIS considers a no action alternative and three action

alternatives, with several design options. FTA and NICTD identified the Hammond Alternative
Option 2 as the NEPA Preferred Alternative. This alternative includes : ( 1 ) a single track

throughout, with one 2,000-foot siding near the center of the alignment, (2) at-grade track on a
separate right-of-way (ROW) adj acent to the CSX Monon S ubdivision freight l ine in Dyer and

Munster, (3) an elevated cro ssing over the CSX Elsdon Subdivision freight line at th e Maynard

Junction, (4) at-grade track on the publically owned former Monon Railroad corridor in Munster

and Hammond, and (5) use of embankment and bridges to cross frei ght lines in Hammond to

c01mect to

the existing South Sh ore Line. The proposal includes four stations with parki ng, a

mai ntenance facility, a layover facility, and tracti on power substati ons. The Draft EIS states that

the proj ect is needed in o rd er to i ncrease transportation opti ons from the proj ect area to
Downtown Chi cag o . reduce travel t i m e , reduce the parking burden at existing tran sit stati ons.

reduce travel costs, and promote economi c dev elopment.

Rccyclecl/Recyclahle

• :"nnled with Vegt>table Oil Oaserl Inks on
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( 1 00%
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While we recognize that the proposed project could have economic and environmental benefits,

including long-term air quality benefits, we have rated the Draft EIS as Environmental Concerns,
insufficient information

(EC-2,

see enclosed S ummary of Rating Definitions). Our concerns

primarily relate the absence of miti gation commitments, and the potential

for si gnificant

environmental impacts to air, water, and community resources if appropriate mitigati on is not

implemented. Please see our detailed comments for recommendations to resolve our concerns .
We appreciate the opportunity. to provide comments. If you have any questions or would like to
discus s our recommendations, please contact Jen Blann, the lead reviewer for this project, at

3 12-886-6394

or blonn.jennifer@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

��
Kenneth A. W estla1

Chief, NEPA Implementation Section

Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance

Enclo sure :

Summary of Ratin g Definitions

EPA' s Detailed Comments

Constmction Emission Control Checklist

Cc via email: " Paul Leffl er, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago D istrict

Stephen Sostaric, Northwest Indiana Regional Planning Commission
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*SUMMARY OF RATING DEFI N ITIONS AND FOLLOW UP ACTION

.

E n vironmental Impact of the Action

LO-Lack of Objections
The EPA review has not identified any poten tial environmental lmpacts req uiri ng substantive changes to

the proposal. The review may have d is closed opportu nities for app l icati on of m itigation m eas u re s that
could pe accompl ished with no more than minor changes to the pro posal .

EC-Environmental Concern s
The EPA revi ew has. identified environmental impacts that s hou ld be avo ided in order to fu l ly protect the
environment. Corrective measures may require changes to the preferred a lte rn ativ e or application of
mi tigatio n measures that can reduce the environmental impacts. EPA would like to work w ith
ag ency to reduce these impacts.

EO-Environmental Objecti ons
The EPA review has identified significant environmental impacts that must be

the

lead

avoided i n order to p rovide

adequate protecti o n for the env iron ment. C orrective measures may require substantial changes to the

a lternat ive or consideration of some other proje ct alternative ( i ncl udi n g the no action alternative
or a new alternative) . E PA i ntends to work with the lead ag en cy to reduce these i mpacts .

p referred

EU-Environmenta l ly Unsatisfactory

.

a re unsatisfactory from the stand point of public health or welfa re or env i ro n men ta l q uality. E PA intends to
work w ith the lead agency to reduce these i mpacts . If the potential u n sa tisfacto ry impacts are not
corrected at the final EIS sta ge , this proposa l will be recommended for refe rral to the C EQ.

The EPA review has identified adverse environmental impacts that are of sufficient mag n itude that they

Adequacy o f the Im pact Statement
Category 1 -Adequate
The EPA bel i eves the draft EIS ad equ ately sets forth the environmental i mpact( s ) of the preferred

alterative and thos e of the alternati ves reason ably available to th e project or action . No further analysis

or data collecting is necessary, but the reviewer may suggest the ad di tion of clarifying language or
information.

2-lnsuftlcient Information

The d raft EIS does not contain sufficient information for the EPA to fully assess the environmental
impa cts that s ho u ld be av oided in order to fu lly protect the environ ment, or the EPA rev iewe r has
Cateoorv

id entifie d new reasonably available a ltern atives that are within the spectrum of alternati ves analyzed in

the d raft EIS, which could red uce the environmental i mpacts of the action. The identified add i ti ona l

i nformati o n , d ata,

ana l yses , or di sc u ssio n should

Category 3-lnadequate
EPA does not believe that

be in c l uded

the draft EIS adequately assesses

in the final E I S .

environmental

of the actio n , or the EPA reviewer has identified new, reasonably a v a i l a b le alternatives that are outside of
the spectrum of alternatives analyzed in the d raft E I S , which should be analyzed in order to red u ce the
potentially significant

impacts

pote n ti a l ly significant environmental im pacts. EPA believes that the i d entifi e d add itional i nfo rmation , d ata .

analyses, or discussions are of such a magn i tud e that they shoul d have full public rev i ew at a d raft stage.

EPA does n ot believe that the draft EIS is a deq u ate for the purposes of the N EPA andlor Section 309
review, and thus should be formally revised and m ade available for p u blic comment in a sup plemental or
revised draft E I S . On the basis of the potential significan t impacts involved , this p ro po sal could be a
cand idate for referral to the CEQ.

'From EPA Manual 1640 Policy and Procedures for the Review of the Federal Actions Impacting the Environment

Enclosure 2
EPA' S DETAILED COMMENTS ON THE WEST LAKE CORRJDOR PROJECT, DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT, LAKE COUNTY, INDIANA AND COOK COUNTY. ILLINOIS , FEBRUARY l ; 20 1 7

Grand Calumet River Area of Concern

The Grand Calumet River in the northern portion of the proj ect area was designated as an Area
of Concern (AOC) under the 1 98 7 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement. Remediation efforts
by EPA and th e Indiana Department of Natural Resources to address polluted sediments have
been and contin ue to take place up to the Indiana/Illinois state line. Remediation work involv es
dredging of some of the polluted sediments and capping the remaining sediments The National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Preferred Alignment would cross the West Branch of the
Grand Calumet River in Indiana within the AOC. As discussed in EPA's 20 1 4 scoping
comm ents EPA is concerned with potential impacts from the p rop o sed proj ect on the
remediation, including the integrity of the cap.
.

,

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) acknowledges EPA's concerns regarding the

Grand Calumet River. Page 5 -6 1 states, "The Project would not impact the integrity of the cap
that is located in the West Branch of the Grand Calumet River in Hammond Any bridge in th i s
section of the river would span the river, with no piers or abutments within the river channel.''
The Draft EIS also acknowledges that large-scale ecological restoration of adj acent wetland and
riparian communities is underway, but does not provide a clear c ommitment to avoid impacts.
. . .

Recomm endations for the Final EIS, Record of Decis i on

Activities :
•

•

In the Final EIS

(ROD), and

Post-ROD

and ROD, clearly commit to clear span the Grand Calumet River
within the AOC . Commit to not use piers or abutment s in the river channel, as stated
in the Draft EIS . Further, commit to avoid all impacts to the ecological restoration of
adj acent wetland and rip arian communities.
During the design and engineering phase of the proposed project� co ordinate with
EPA to ensure that the proposed plan will not adversely impact remediation efforts
related to the West Branch of the Grand Calumet River. Contact Diana Mally of
EPA's Great Lakes N ational Program Offi ce at 3 12-886-7275 or
mally_diana@epa.gov.

Trains would be powered by electricity, and therefore not directly release emissions in the
proj e ct area. Changes to traffic p atterns as a result of project implementation could increas e
vehicle emiss i o ns near stations; analysis in the Draft EIS indicates that such emissions would not
be significant.
Air Q uality

Emissions from construction activities are b�iefly di scus sed in the Draft EIS. Sources of
construction emissions and potential health imp acts are not fully explained, and the Draft EIS
does not commit to minimize emi ssions from construction equipment. Temporary emissions
from construc tio n equipment have the potential to impact human health, especially in sensitive
populations, such as the elderly, children, and those with impaired respiratory systems. The
recent Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Draft EIS for the Chicago Red Line Extension
3

.�

provides an example of a fuller qualitative analysis and clear mitigation commitments for
construction air quality impacts.

Recommen dations for the Final EIS and ROD:
•

Include a qualitative analysis of all potential emissions sources from the construction
phase of the proposed project Consider: truck trips, demolition, use of construction

equipment, and increases in automobile congestion from lane closures and rerouting

traffic.
•

Discuss potential local health effects from construction emissions, including childhood
astluna and other respiratory illnesses that can be triggered by short-tenn elevated
emission levels.

•

•

Identify and c ommit to specific measures to reduce emissions, including those listed in

the enclosed Construction Emission Control Checklist.

In line with Executive Order 1 3 045 on children' s health, pay particul ar attention to

worksite proximity to places where children live, learn, and play, such as homes, schools,

daycare centers, and playgrounds. Construction emission reduction measures should be
strictly implemented near these locations in order to be protective of children' s health.
•

Discuss the timeline for proj ect construction and whether constructi on emissions would
be included in' the Conformity Determination.

•

In the Final ElS and ROD, demonstration the that proposed project would comply with
Conformity requirements.

Noise

Without mitigation, the NEPA Preferred Al ternative is predicted to exceed the FTA severe

impact criteria at 1 45 residences and three institutional receptors. It is also predicted to exceed

the FTA moderate impact criteria at 290 residences and 20 institutions (page 5-8). AB discussed

in the Draft EIS, opportunities to avoid or minimize noise impacts are available. Install ing

stationary wayside horns at grade crossings would eliminate all severe and moderate noise

impacts except for one multi-housing building in Munster, which could be protected with a noise

barrier (page 5-2). ·Whil e the Draft EIS discusses potential mitigation measures, it does not

provi de commitments. Rather, it states that noise control measures would be confirmed during
the engineering phase of the project. Other Draft EISs, such as FTA ' s recent Red Line Extension
Project, commonly commit to noise mitigation in the EIS . Such commitments help ensure that

protective measures will be used and enable the public to understand likely noise impact l evels.

Without such commitments, EPA is concerned that proposed project could have signifi cant noise

impacts on surrounding communities.
Recommendations for the Final EIS and
•

ROD:

Commit to specific protective measures to eliminate severe and moderate noise impacts

from the proposed proj ect.

•

Cl ari fy why some noise levels in Table 5 .2-4 (page 5-8) are lower under the Preferred

Alternative when comp ared to the No Build Alternative.

4

Community Impacts and Engagement

4-1 3).

The P referred Alternative would di srupt communities with up to
commercial displ acements (page

91

re sidenti al and up to

14

Residents would be offered fair compensation and

relocati on assistance per the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition

P olicies Act. EPA reco mmends additional measures below to minimize community impacts due

to displacements. The community would also be imp acted by the prop o sed proj ect's use of right

of-way that cunently supports the Monon Trail, and i mp acts would be mitigated by relocating

the trail adj acent to the pr oposed project.

Recommendations for the Final EIS an d ROD:
•

Actively engage community groups, residents, businesses, and other stakeholders in

the proj ect area throughout the EIS process, and document coordination in th e Final

EIS. Include a description of how local input is being used to inform proj ect design
.

and implementation.
•

•

Commit to p rovide a single point of contact for residents to gain information and
assistance related to displacements and rel ocations in o rder to minimize h ardships .

Commit to provide special assistance to enable displaced individuals to remain in the
same neighborhood, if desired.

•

In order to best protect communities throughout the constructi o n and operati onal

phases of the proposed project, we recommend co mpi ling all miti gati on commitments

i nto a single list, sorted by topic. Residents woul d then have a single source to easily
i denti fy protective measures that should be taken. Include a phone number for

residents to call if the y believe appropriate measures are not being taken. This i s

particularly imp ortant for con structi on air emission mitigati on measures, such as
idling time for heavy duty trucks . As an examp l e of the type of l i st we are

recommending, see the Michigan Department of Transportation ' s proj ect mitig at io n

•
•

•

summ ary "Greet Sheets,'' which are available online for many projects .

C onside:i: promoting lo cal hiring for proj ect construction and operations.

Consider committing to construct and open the rep lacement Monon Trail route prior

to eliminating the current route.

Assess whether development of the proposed proj ect could result in the loss of transit

bus service to other communities, especially in low-income and minority

communitie s, due to reprioritization of transit funding. lf n eed ed, modify plans to
avoid such imp acts.

•

C on s ider the locations of schools, parks and daycare cent ers when d ec i ding where to

route local traffic and construction equipm ent . Commit to route traffic away from

places where chi ldren congregate to the extent p o ssible . \Vb.en unavoidable, commit

•

to provid e cro s sin g guards .

Clarify where the 2, 000-foot siding be gi ns and end s so that stakeholders can better

understand p otenti al impacts.

Station Area Development

Where there is local support and appropriate siting, EPA recognizes th at rail stations can offer a

valuable opportunity to create new inter-modal community hubs , generate economic

development, and impro v e ped e strian and bicycle access to the surrounding area. Dy er , Munster,

and Hammond are each parti cipating in the FTA-funded Pilot P ro gram for Transit-Oriented

5

.•

Development (TOD) Planning, which could help shape the areas surrounding the stations.
planning can have long-term environmental benefits to air and water quality.

TOD

The proposed proj ect includes four n ew stations l ocated in Dyer, Munster, and Hammond,

respectively. The Draft EIS exp l ains that the South Hammond Station and Hammond Gateway

Station would not conflict with existing types of land use. The Draft EIS states that the proposed

Munster/Dyer Main Street Station and the Munster Ridge Road Station, however; would be

incomp atibl e with adj acent residential uses" (page 4-7). Additional discussion on station
alternatives that were considered but dismissed and the s ite sel ection process for the
"

M unster/Dyer

Main Street and Munster Ridge Road

stations would strengthen the EIS by more

fully disclosing the decision-making process. In addition , plans for each station include surface

p arking lots, with up to 1 , 8 5 0 parking spaces planned for Munster/Dyer Main Street S tati on. The

use

of structured parkin g , which would minimize the proj ect footprint and ass ociated imp acts ,

does not appear to have been considered in the Draft EIS.

Recommendations for the Final EIS, ROD, and Post·ROD Activities_:
•

Discuss the process that led to the selection of station locations in order to demonstrate

that the proj ect team considered a reasonable range of stati on alternatives in the NEPA

process to inform decision-making. Include a rationale for each station location that was
•

dismissed from the NEPA proc ess . Discuss local input on the stati on loc ations.

Document tradeoffs between selecting the

Munster/Dyer Main

Dyer Amtrak Station location . Discuss potential benefits of co-locating a West Lake
Corridor Station with an Amtrak

Street Station and the

S tation in order to serve both markets, as well as plans

for mixed use developme nt around the Dyer Amtrak station within the Dyer

Plan (as discussed on page 4-4).

•

Consi der using structured parki ng with context sensitive desi gns. Discuss potenti al

•

Where there is local interest, form or use existing partnerships with community groups

Comprehensive

benefits of structured parking on displacements, stormwater, and future TOD planning .
and local and region al planning organizations to fully take advantage of station-area

station and station-area p l anning Visioning activities to inform station and parking desi gn,
and (2) incorp or ate pl ans for multi-modal connectivity, complete str�ets, and creating

planning opportunities. Consider using such partnerships to : ( 1 ) engage residents in

stations as unique
Final EIS .
•

•

neighborhood destinations.

Do cument coordination and plans in the

Commit to promote affordable housing as part of future TOD plans in areas with

communities with environmental j ustice concerns, such as Hammond.

Consider opportunities for green building in station designs, such as: planning for net

zero energy use, obtaining Leadership in Energy and Enviromnental Design certification,
incorporating green infrastructure for stormwater management, and incorporating on-site

We encourage NICTD, l ocal governments, and iriterested community organizations to

renewable energy sources.
•

consider EPA resources that support sustainable community development around stati o n

areas. Grant and technical opportunities are periodically available at:
https ://wVvw.epa.gov/smartgrowth
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Waters Resources

The Draft EIS states that the U. S . Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) provided a preliminary
j uris dictional determination for Waters of the U.S. ( Waters) in the Indi ana portion of th e study
area on July 29, 2 0 1 6, and the proj ect team plans to request a final determination during the
eng ine ering phase of the project. The propo s ed proj ect wo u ld cross the Little Calumet Ri ver and
the Grand Calumet River and impact wetlands adj acent to both Waters. Impacts would req uire a
C l ean Water Act (CW A) S ection 40 1 state water qu ality certification and a Section 404 p ermi t.
The Wetland Delineation Technical Report explains that, for the purpose of this study, the
proj ect team as sumed all wetlands within the proj ect footprint would be permanentl y imp acted ,
and all wetlands that would be 50 percent affected were considered to be affected in the ir
entirety. Text states that opportuniti e s to minimize impacts will not be known until project
design advance s (App en dix H-7, page 37). The Draft EI S quantifies potential imp acts to Waters
from each build alternative, which range from 4.5 to 20.79 acres. The NEPA Preferred
Alternative is estimated to result in 8 . 1 8 acres of impacts in Indiana and no impacts in Illinois.
While the Draft EIS references EPA' s CWA 404(b)( 1 ) Guidelines, text does not discuss how this
with the requirements to first avo id, then minimize impacts, prior to
mitigating for any remaining imp acts . Further, text states that imp acts to Waters woul d be
minimized through implementation of best m anageme nt practices and erosion and sediment
control plans, but does not provide details. While we rec o gnize that the project is in an early
stage, further consideration of how the proj e ct would comply with the Guidelines could help
ensure that the NEPA document is consistent with and supportive of a future CWA permit . In
addition, considering strategies to reduce wetland imp acts during the EIS proce s s could yield
early opportunities to minimize impacts and clarify the significance of impacts. Watersheds in
the p roj ect area that contain potentially impacted wetlands also contain waters li sted on the
Indiana List of Impaired Waters under CWA Section 3 03 (d), as di scu ssed in the Draft
EIS . Reducing wetland impacts would preserve water filtering capacity for these watersheds .

project would co mply

Recommendatio ns for the Final EIS and ROD:
•

•

•

•

•

•

. Document coordination with the In diana Department of Environmental Management and
Illinoi s Environmental Protection Agency related to the CWA S ecti on 401 Certification,
as well as coordination with the Corps rel ated to the CWA S ection 404 p enn it . Include
correspondence in an appendix to the Final EIS .
Discuss efforts that the p roj ect team has taken to date, as w ell as m easures that will be
taken in the future, to avoid and minimize potential imp ac.ts to Waters to the extent
practicable, in line with the CWA S ection 404(b)( l ) Guidelines.
Consider opportun iti e s to avoid Waters when siting parking lots, stations, maintenance
and layo ver facilities, and traction power substations.
Clarify the types of best management practic e s that text on page 5-62 refers to as a means
to minimize impacts to Waters, and summarize or include drafts of erosion and sediment
control plans as appendi ces to the Final EIS .
In the Final EIS and ROD, clearly commit to mitigate for impacts to Waters within the
w atershed where impacts occur, as stated on pag e 44 of App endi x H-7 .
Discuss how cost, l ogi stical , or technological constraints preclude avoidance and
minimization of any known impacts to Waters.
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•

Discuss proposed mitigation types, ratios, and potential locations. Include mitigation
sequencing per the CWA Section 404(b)( l ) Guidelines, and describe how mitigation
would comply with the 2008 Miti gation Rule.

•

Include a summary of the Section 404(b )(1) analysis in the Final EIS, or, if available,

•

Include stonnwater detention areas, and all other proj ect features, in the proj ect footprint

include a draft as an appendix.

for analysis the Final EIS . Page 5-45 indicates that the current proj ect footprint does not
include areas for stormwater management.

Climate Change Adaptation and Resiliency

The Draft EIS considers the effects of the proj ect on climate change by evaluating the net

greenhouse gas emissions associated with the proj ect. We recommend that FTA and NICTD also

consider the effects of climate change on the proposed action. The Draft EI S does not consider

future climate scenarios, and how they may impact the proposal and its impacts . Including future
climate scenarios, such as those provided by the U . S . Global Change Research Program' s

National Climate Assessment (NCA), 1 provides information valuable to determining how

changing climate could affect the environmental impacts of the project, and how the proj ect

could be made more resil ient to the impacts of climate change. The NCA's section on the

Midwest provides a useful starting place for analyzing changing climate conditions. The report
finds that, in the Midwest, extreme heat, heavy downpours, and flooding will affect

infrastructure , health, air and water quali!Y, and more.
Recommendations for the Final EIS :
•

•

Consider the effects of climate change on the proposed action.

Determine whether the environmental impacts of the alternatives would be

exacerbated by climate change. This determination should be informed by assessing

future climate scenarios in the Final EIS . If impacts may be exacerbated, additional

•

mitigation measures may be warranted.

Cons ider whether measures are needed to impro ve resiliency to climate change in the

proj ect's design, and add protective measures if needed, such as enhanced stormwater
management.

1 U.S. Global Change Research Program, 2 0 1 4 National Climate Assessment, available at:

http://nca20 1 4 .globalchange. gov/report
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Enclosure 3

U .S. En"Viron mental P ro tec tio n Agency

Construction Emission Control Checklist
Mobile and Stationarv Source Diesel Controls

Purchase or solicit bids that require the use of vehicles that

are equipped with zero-emission

technologies or the most advanced emission control systems available. Commit to the best
available emissions control technologies for proj ect equipment in order

to meet the following

standards.
•

•

On-Highway Vehicles: On-highway vehicles project should meet, or exceed, the U . S .

EPA exhaust emissions standards for model year 20 1 0 and newer heavy,.. duty, onhighway compression-ignition engine s (e.g., long-haul trucks, refuse haulers, shuttle

buses, etc.).2

Non-road V ehicles

and Equipment Non-road vehicles and equipment should meet, or
exceed, the U.S. EPA Tier 4 exhaust emissions standard s for h eavy duty non-road
compression-ignition engines (e.g., construction equipment, non-road trucks, etc.). 3
-

•

•

Locomotives: Locomotives servicing infrastructure sites

,

should meet, or exceed, the EPA

Ti er 4 exhaust emissions stan dards for line-haul and svvitch locomotive engines where

possible. 4

Low Emission

Equipment Exemptions: The equipment specifications outlined above
should be met unless : 1 ) a piece of specialized equipment is not available for purchase or

lease within the United States; or 2) the relevant proj ect contractor has been awarded
funds to retrofit existing equipment or purchase/lease new equipment, but the funds are
not yet available.
,

Consider requiring the following best practices through

the construction contacting or oversight

process:
•

Use onsite renewable elect1icity

generation and/or grid-based electricity rather than

diesel -powered generators or other equipment.
•

Use ultra-low sulfur diesel

fuel ( 1 5 ppm maximum) in construction vehicles and

equipment.
•

Use

catalytic converters to reduce carbon monoxide, aldehydes, and hydrocarbons in
must be used with low sulfur fuels.
Use electric starting aids such as block heaters with older vehicles to warm the engine.
Regularly maintain diesel engines to keep exhaust emissions low. Follow the

diesel fumes. These devices
•
•

manufacturer' s recommended maintenance schedul e and procedures . Smoke color can
signal the need

for maintenance (e.g., blue/black smoke indicates that an engine requires

servicing or tuning).
•

Retrofit engines with

an exhaust filtration device to capture diesel particulate matter

before it enters the construction site.

2 http://v.'V.'W. epa. gov/otaq/standards/heavy-duty/h dci-exhaust. htm

' hnp://www . epa.gov/otaq/standards/nonroad/nonroadci.htm

' http:/!www . epa.gov/otaq/ standards/nonroad/locornotives.htm
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•

Repower older vehicles and/or equi pment with diesel or alternatively-fueled engi nes

certified to meet newer more stringent emissions standards (e.g., plug-in hybrid electric
,.

vehicles, battery-electric vehicles fuel cell electric vehicles, adv anced technology
,

-

,

locomotives, etc.).

•

Retire older vehicles, given the signifi ca t contribution of vehicle emissions to the poor
n

air quality conditions. Implement programs to en co urage the voluntary removal from use
and the m arketplace of pre-2 0 1 0 model year on hi ghway vehicles (e.g., scrappage

rebates) and replace them with newer vehicles that meet or exceed the latest U.S. EP�
-

exhaust emissions standards .

Fugitive Dust Source Contr·ols
•

Stabilize open storage piles and disturbed areas by covering and/or applying water or

chemical/organic dust palliative where appropriate . This applies to both inactive and
active sites, during workdays, weekends, holidays, and windy conditions .
,

•

•

Install wind fencing and phase grading operations where appropriate and op erate water

trucks for stabilization of surfaces under windy conditions.

,

When hauling material and operatin g non-earthn1oving equipment, prevent spillage and

limit speeds to 1 5 miles per hour (mph) . Limit speed of earth-moving equipment to 1 0

mph.

Occupa tional Health
•

Reduce exposure through work practices and training, such

as

turning off engines when

vehicles are stopped for more than a few minutes training diesel-equipment operators to
,

•

•

perform routine insp ection, and maintaining filtrati on devices.

Position the exhaust pipe so that di esel fumes are directed away from the operator and

nearby workers, reducing the fume concentration to which personnel are exposed.

Use enclosed, climate-controUed cabs pressurized and e quipped with high-efficiency

particulate air (HEPA) filters to reduce the operators exposure to diesel fumes.

Pressurization ensures that air moves from inside to outside. HEPA filters ensure that any
'

•

incoming air is filtered first.

U se respirators, which are only an interim measure to control exposure to diesel

emissions. In most cases an N95 respirator is ade quate. Workers must be trained and fit
te sted before they wear respirators. Depending on the type of work being conducted, and
,

if oil is present. concentrations of particulates present will determine the effi ci en cy and

type of mask and resp irator Personnel familiar with the sele ction care, and use of

respirators must perform the fit testing. Respirators must bear a NIO SH approval number.
.

,
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Comment ID No. 0020
Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Mon 01/30/2017 5:14 PM
Hello, I am contacting you because I am very interested in the West Lake Corridor Project. As a
resident of NWI for over 25 years, I would love to take part in the successful completion of such a
large and beneficial project right here in NWI. I am curious about an invitation to bid, or bidding
opportunities for my company which is based in NWI. Alliance Coatings LLC is a relatively new
company with the absolute best men in the business from the I nternational U nion of Painters and
Allied Trades local #460 located in Merrillville. To have local men and women participate in the West
Lake Corridor Project would be a huge advantage for the people of NWI. Alliance Coatings would
consider it a major sense of pride to be involved with a project that our families will value so deeply.
Below is our website containing general and contact information. Please keep us in mind, no matter
the stage of the project, for contracting and subcontracting opportunities. Sincerely,
Bruce Turner

http://alliancecoatinqsllc.com

info@alliancecoatinqsllc.com

bturn219@gmail.com

Comment ID No. 0021

Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Wed 01/11/2017 9:42 PM
Hello, I attended the Lake County on Track breakfast last week at Wicker Park, and part of the
presentation was in regards to properties that would need to be acquired in order to install the new
station and track. I have a listing that is located at 4410 Johnson Avenue in Hammond. Would ·
someone be able to tell me whether this property would be affected? I would like to advise potential
buyers as soon as possible. Thank you, Jen
Jen Poskin
Rea ltor
Coldwell Ba n ker Residential Bro kerage

jposkin@cbexchange.com

Comment ID No. 0022

Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Tue 01/24/2017 9:42
Nice talking with you last week. As you know I love the South Shore, so lets keep that in mind. I am
interested in getting some numbers to refute some of the arguments on the group I run (loosely run
by the way, I hope everyone knows that I originally created the site so people wouldn't clog up my
neighborhood watch group). A main argument of the opposition is that the train benefits very little
of the population. I think it benefits many and would like to make a valid point. I'd like to get
numbers on estimated "daily commuters" which I think I saw 3,500 as well as total rider count of

2016. Also, I'd like to know what grants IL & Chicago currently give to the South Shore Line as well as
projected grant/fiscal support they would give once the West Lake Corridor is completed or under

construction. I know this is public record and I can probably find if I dig long enough but my time is
very limited (as yours !).
Right now, the discussion is now evolving into a more civil discussion with the exception of some very
vocal opponents. There's good points made on both sides of the issue from what I see when I check in
to make sure everyone is being nice. I noticed Mike Noland requested to join the group and Im sure
there are some other NICTD, NIRPC or RDA Town of Munster employees on the site. Out of respect to
the people in the group I mentioned that some administrators of various public groups may be
interested in our conversation and dialogue. I requested to correspond with Mr. Noland before
having him join the group so I can A) prep him for the conversation and warn him he may be
bombarded once joining B) Ask what level of involvement he or NICTD would hope to have in the
group.
dogoodproductions@yahoo.com

Comment ID No. 0023

Sandy Behrens, RN M BA
2200 169th St.
Ham mond, I N 46322

This will be great to h e l p m e attract new hea lthcare p rofessionals to the a rea. - Northwest Indiana
Area Health Education Center

Comment ID No. 0024A − 0024C
Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Tue 12/27/2016 12:08 PM
q uestions_comments:
l nterested_Sta keholder: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
length_of_time:
rea lname: Harry Gilmore
addressl: Robi nson Enginee ring, Ltd.
address2: 17000 South Park Avenue
city: South Holland
state: IL
zip_code: 60473
phone: 815-412-2711
email: hgilm o re@re ltd com
.

Phone Message Received
Date Received: Tue 01/10/2017
From: (815) 412-2711
Harry Gilmore, Robinson Engineering
We have a project adjacent to this one and would like to speak with you . My number for your
follow-up is: 815-412-2711.

Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Tue 01/03/2017 5:28 PM
For the past several years our office has been working with the Village of Lynwood and the Cook
County Department of Transportation and Highways (CCDOTH) on a project that would include the
extension of Main Street west of Sheffield Avenue to west of Burnham Avenue in the Village of
Lynwood, Illinois. Both the Towns of Munster and Dyer have participated in portions of the study, as
has the Village of Lansing, Illinois (in particular the Lansing Airport). I would like to initiate/open
communications between the two projects that include similar transportation issues, concerns and, in
particular, roadway alignments. Please contact me via to begin our open communications.
Harry L. Gilmore, Jr., PE

Sr. Project Manager

300 Park Bou levard/Suite 309

Itasca, I L 60143

815-412-2711

815-509-3918

direct
cell

hqilmore@reltd.com
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Comment ID No. 0028

Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 5:27 PM
questions_comments: The Alliance for Regional Development is a civic organization that works to
protect and grow the economy for the Chicago mega-region which encompasses Southeast Wisconsin,
Northeast Illinois, and Northwest I ndiana. Our organization is led by business, academic, regional
planning and local government leaders from throughout the tristate region. We embrace the fact that
the sub-regions are intertwined and represent one regional economy.
The Alliance adopts the principle that the region requires an interconnected, multi-modal
transportation system to support its economic growth. We recently identified intercity passenger rail
and commuter rail improvement as a critical need for the effective movement of people across state
borders. Such improvements contribute to the balanced mobility of people throughout the mega
region. The West Lake Extension Project fits that need. Thus, the Alliance Board of Directors has
specifically endorsed the project for full implementation and encourages that it moves forward to
completion. In that regard, we will support efforts to identify the funding sources to make that
happen.
Stephen E. Schlickman
Alliance for Regional Development
Transportation Team Leader
l nterested_Stakeholder: yes
le ngth_of_time:
rea lname: Stephen Schlickman
addressl: 1255 S M ICHIGAN AVE
address2: PH 4
city: CHICAGO
state: I L
zip_code: 60605-3326
phone: 3 127632707
email: steveschlickma n@gmail .com

Comment ID No. 0029A − 0029L
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Comment ID No. 0030
Direct Email Submission
Diane Jostes - Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce
7925 Lakeshore Drive
Cedar Lake, IN 46303
The Cedar Lake Chamber of Commerce operates a welcome center in the community and the most
asked question from incoming residents or potential home buyers is how can I get to Chicago for my
job. We need the commuter train and the associated development. All the newcomers are used to a
commuter system

600 East 661h Avenue
Merrillville, Indiana 4641 o

Comment ID No. 0031
reater Northwest Indiana
A · s oclo tion ot' REALTORS®

Tel . 21 9.795.3600/800.338.8489
Fax: 21 9.795.361 1 /800.877.6753
www.gniar.com

llJ
�

Tiit Valet ofRtol Est•l• In Northwtst /ndtana ---•

Resolution Supporting
STRATEGIC PLANNING INVESTMENTS IN COMMUTER RAIL
CONNECTING CHICAGO TO NORTHWEST INDIANA
and
THE EXPANSION OF THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

Whereas the Greater Northwest Indiana Association of REALTORS® is a professional trade association

comprised of approximately 2000 individual REALTOR® members across a six

(6) county area of Northwest

Indiana who actively engage in the real estate profession and have a duly elected board of directors empowered
to govern the affairs of the association pursuant to Article XI of the bylaws of the association;
Whereas objectives of the Greater Northwest Indiana Association of REALTORS® include providing a
unified medium for real estate owners and those engaged in the real estate profession whereby their interests may
be safeguarded and advanced and to further the interest of home and other real property ownership;
Whereas the citizens of Northwest Indiana require a safe, efficient and cost effective transportation system
that provides the linkage between high wage employment centers in Illinois and the affordable, high quality
housing markets and comparatively lower cost of living in Northwest Indiana;
Whereas the January 20 14 Regional Benefits Study, corrunissioned by the Northern Indiana Commuter

Transportation District (NICTD) , reports Cook County, IL (Chicago) has an employment base 8.5 times greater
than that in Northwest Indiana, 20 times greater in the high wage fields of finance, information services and

healthcare and has a 40% wage premium over jobs in Lake County, IN, on average, overall;

Whereas Northwest Indiana does not benefit economically at the same level as Cook County' s "collar

counties" - only 20% of the Lake County, IN workforce and

6% of the Porter County, IN workforce commute to

Chicago while an average of 34% of Cook County ' s "collar county" workforce commutes - despite the fact travel

distances between the geographies are similar;

Whereas a convenient, quicker, reliable commuter rail system that can accommodate an increase in
passenger commutes to the Chicago job market enhances the Northwest Indiana economy as many individuals
commute for jobs that do not yet exist in Northwest Indiana - as commuter income flows into the region, and the
concentration of workers grows, Northwest Indiana can expect to see local gains in knowledge industry
employment and general economic activity; and
Whereas the Greater Northwest Indiana Association of REALTORS® has a history of supporting regional
planning, economic development and redevelopment through its formal actions, advocacy, and educational
activities and continues to support these efforts specifically for the benefit of the Northwest Indiana; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Greater Northwest Indiana

Association of REALTORS® supports strategic planning investments in commuter rail connecting the world

class Chicago economy to N orthwest Indiana and the development of the West Lake Corridor Expansion Project
All of which act i 1 was taken by the members of the Board of Directors on January 1 8, 20 1 7 .

REALTOR@ i s a registered mark which identifies a professional in real estate who subscribes to
strict Code of Ethics as a member of the NA TIONAL ASSOCIA TION OF REALTORS@

Comment ID No. 0032

Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Wed 02/01/2017 8:07 PM
questio ns_comments: I represent the Munster Historical Society (MHS) which is an active supporter of
efforts to preserve the Koester Farm, known as the last farm in Munster, located at 416 South Street.
The position of MHS has always been and continues to be that this small farm that represents the
agricultural history of Munster and other northwest I ndiana local communities, as well as Dutch
immigrant culture, should be preserved completely intact. MHS is committed to support any
reasonable preservation efforts on behalf of this unique farm property which may include
incorporating the farm's red barn into the train station configuration. We recommend consultation
with I ndiana Landmarks, MHS, and other local historical and agricultural oorganizations during the
planning and implementation of the NICTD West Lake Corridor commuter rail project. To view a 2004
PowerPoint presentation that summarizes the historic significance of the Tanis/Broertjes/Koester
farm, click on the Last Farm in Munster button available at our full website:
www.munsterhistory.org. Please don't hesitate to contact me if MHS can be of help in providing
further information, artifacts, or photos that will aid in making the Munster, or historically correct
"Maynard" train station, a very unique property.
Homeowner: yes
lnte rested_Sta ke ho lder: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
le ngth_of_time :
realname: JoAnne Shafer
addressl: 9738 Crimson Tree La ne
address2:
city: M u n ster
state: I N
zi p_code: 46321
phone: 2197424633
email: m u nsterh istorv@sbcgloba l . net

Comment ID No. 0033

IMPROVING TllE QUALITY OF LIFE IN NORTHWEST IMDIANA

M ichael Noland
President a nd CEO N ICTD
Attn: DEIS West Lake Co rridor Project
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

January 9, 2017
Dear M r. Noland,
Tha n k you for joi ning One Region as a guest speaker at the La ke County on Track brea kfast on January 5,
2017. The information you provided to the audie nce rega rd ing N ICTD's West Lake Corridor Project was
extremely helpfu l and insightfu l.
Attached please find co mments subm itted by attendees. These comments are to be submitted as pa rt of
the pu blic comment period for the Draft Environmental I m pact State ment for the West La ke Co rridor
Project. There was overwhel m i ng support for the project from o u r aud ience of over 250 people.
Pa rticipa nts fo und the upd ate to be be neficial in understa nding the next steps for the project.
Tha n k you again for taking the time to share information a bout the West Lake Corridor Project atthe
Lake Cou nty on Track Brea kfast. Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have a ny additional
q uestions or need more information.
Sincere ly,

Lea h Ko n rady

President & CEO

One Region

One Regio n

601 W 45th Ave
Mu nster, I N 4632 1

Comment ID No. 0033A

Sandy Behre ns, RN M BA
th
2200 169 St.
H a m mond, IN 46322

This will be great to help me attract new healthcare professionals to the area. - Northwest Indiana
Area Health Education Cente r

Comment ID No. 0033B
Debi Boe r
7461
Binyon
Cedar Lake, IN 46303

Very exciting, looks promising ! Concern - if Ill inois is bleeding (population and taxes) will business in
C hicago a lso j u m p ship and move to tax frien d ly states? This is red ucing need fo r tra nsport to Chicago.

Comment ID No. 0033C
I a n Brewe
706 E Rodgers Ave
Beverly Shores, I N
46360
I fully support the deve lopment of the West Lake p roject a nd modernization of the South Shore Line .

Comment ID No. 0033D
U rsula Buchnat
8841 Morse
Street
Crown Point, IN 46307

Will this project im pact loca l rea l estate taxes and by what percentages?
This project should improve to increase the popu lation of N o rthwest Indiana.

Comment ID No. 0033E
Wende Bu rbridge
7603 W. M i ll Court
Hobart, I N 46342

Bravo ! It's a bo ut tim e ! I am confident that this will be a great o p portu nity for all co unties in the
region . Looking forward to more transportation o ption thro ugh and from Valparaiso and all
population centers.

Comment ID No. 0033F
Mercedes Burgos
7129 Va n Buren
Ave Ham mond, IN
46324

I believe this a great p roject that will grow Northwest Indiana's potential in many areas.
U n known
This project is awesome. Keep up the good work. Regional Transit is the bom b !

Comment ID No. 0033G
M a rgaret Cannon
2005 Nethercliffe
Way Long Beach, I N
46360

•

The idea of connectivity is so appea l ing to a l l generations, especia l ly you nger people like myself

•

Getting the word out to young people in m u ltiple ways is im porta nt

•

Future looks bright, thank you ! Excited to a part of it.

Comment ID No. 0033H

Donna Case
935 E Jol iet St
Scherervil le, I N
46375
I want to see it h a p pe n !

Comment ID No. 0033I

India Casta neda
1306 Fitzgera ld
D r.
M u nster, I N 463 2 1
Can't wait t o ride t h e ra ils!

Comment ID No. 0033J

Ca ry n Crist
613 South Pa rk Ave
C rown Point, I N
46307

This is the progress we need to develop Northwest India na, adding value to our com m unities,
p roperty val ues, a long with new business to raise household incomes here in Northwest I ndiana.

Comment ID No. 0033K
Don Deerwester
PO BOX 296
La ke Vil lage, I N 46345
Wondering when expansion to St. John and Lowell would be considered.

Comment ID No. 0033L

Eva n Devine
3 1 1 North Colorado
St H o bart, IN 46342

Excited to see the new opport u nity coming to the region. The ra il line is certainly needed and will be
a great addition to the growth of this state. As a realtor I am behind you all the way. Tha nks !

Comment ID No. 0033M

Donna Dunn
2837 171st St
Ham mond, IN 46323

The same people that prom ised jobs and economic development with the airport are now p romising the
sa me thing with this train ! What ha p pened to our airport deve lo pment? If TOD is so wonderfu l why not
d eve lop our cu rrent statio ns? South Shore ridership is down year over yea r - how does lower ridership
justify spending a l l this money? The cu rrent Gary station had no platform a nd is about 1 miles from
airport- is this going to change? It cu rrent ta kes 44 minutes to get to Chicago from Hammond - but to
get from Dyer to Chicago in 47 min utes !??? How is that possib l e ! ? ?

Comment ID No. 0033N

M itch Gaffigan
1560 Hoga n Ave
Chesterton, I N 46304
G reat Project

-

I believe . Want to help from what a ba n k can do.

Comment ID No. 0033O

Victoria Garcia
2948 1001h Street
H ighland, IN 46322
I support Hammond Option 2. I believe this project will have a positive im pact on Lake County.

Comment ID No. 0033P
Cynthia Vander Gessen
8946 Highland St.
Ha m m ond, IN 46308
Except for col lege I've lived in a 1 Yi mile rad ius in Highland, I N ! We need this !

Comment ID No. 0033Q

Brenda Huerter
8740 Carolina
Highland, I N 46322
I'm excited to see it ha ppen !

Comment ID No. 0033R

Cy Huerter
Highla nd, IN 46322

Tra ins were state of the a rt, 150 years ago . By the time you plan to run the first tra in, car and trucks will
be d riving themselve s ! Use your money plan ned for the tra i n to build a nd improve more roads. For
exa m ple, extend Cline Ave . from the Borman South to the proposed 1-65 by pass.

Comment ID No. 0033S

Dia ne Jostes - Ceda r Lake Chamber of
Com me rce 7925 Lakeshore Drive
Ced a r Lake, IN 46303

The Ceda r Lake Chamber of Commerce operates a welcome cente r in the com m un ity and the most
asked q uestion from incoming residents or potentia l home buyers is how can I get to Chicago for my
job. We need the commuter tra i n and the associated deve lopment. All the newcomers a re used to a
com m uter system .

Comment ID No. 0033T
Denarie Kane
414 Main Street
Hobart, IN 46342
d
Hammond alternative #2 ma kes most sense. Do not support maintenance yard in south (nea r 173 r )
H a mmond - would diminish this higher value area of Hammond. I think weekend service is critical and
q uick travel time is a lso critical so alternative #2 achieves this best.

Comment ID No. 0033U
Shawn Kelly
336 S. Ca lifo rnia Place
Hobart, IN 46342
Get it done. It will only im prove the qua lity of life in NWI and stre ngthen o u r co m m u n ities.

Comment ID No. 0033V
J o h n Ke n nedy
2809 H ighway Ave, Su ite B
Highland, I N 46323
G reat project that promotes "regio nalism ."

Comment ID No. 0033W
Bernie Konrady
3530 Manito u Tra il
M ichiga n City, I N 46360

As a native of Gary, Indiana ( Lake County), a business owner in Portage, IN (Porter County), and a
homeowner in M ichigan City, IN ( LaPorte County). The West Lake Corridor Project and Dou ble Tracking
is a no b ra i ner corridor to Ch icago. It will bring people - people build co m m unities - com m u nities b ring
tax base and business - that brings growth - Growth is the Future. "Build it and they wil l come"

Comment ID No. 0033X
Sue Konrady
3 530 M a nitou Trail
M ichigan City, I N 46360

I fu lly support the West Lake Corridor Project to help increase the opportunity to comm ute and travel
t h ro ug hout the region east and west. I a lso believe this region wo uld ful ly com pete with the Chicago
suburbs and enha nce the quality of life thro ughout Northwest I n d iana.

Comment ID No. 0033Y

Roger La im
7492 Biggfo r St
Merri l lvil le, IN 46410

O n e of the greatest movements in Northwest Indiana. This should have been started in the 1970's.

Comment ID No. 0033Z
Kathy Luther
1703 Boca Lago
Valpara iso, IN 46383

P lease consider parking lot configurations in final design and engineering. Vast pa rking lots surrounding
stations a re proven d isincentives for successful TODs. They a lso generate increased stormwater runoff
a nd heat island effects, consider pa rking incorpo rated i nto TO D or shared pa rking decks with less
su rface a rea .

Comment ID No. 0033AA

Rob Mangus
1324 Ell iott D rive
M unster, IN 46321

This extension of the South Shore Line through Hammond south through M unster to Dyer will increase
values of o u r homes and the value of our communities. G reat project!

Comment ID No. 0033AB
Jeff McCormick
1258 Ell iston Court
Crown Point, I N 46307
The best thing that could happen to this area ! !

Comment ID No. 0033AC

Joseph McCorm ick
813 Superior Drive
Crown Point, I N
46307

As a rea ltor I am a l l for the project. This will o n ly increase home va lues and bring more pote ntial home
buyers to the a rea.

Comment ID No. 0033AD
Masoud Mojta hed
1730 Thistle La ne
Munster, I N 4632 1

I fu lly support this project. Cu rrently, I am d riving back a nd forth to Ch icago for wo rk o riented
meetings, visiting my relatives, shopping, and medical needs. The project wil l save me time on
comm uting to Chicago, wil l increase the va lue of my house, and will bring development to my
neighbo rhood. This is an esse ntia l project for NWI for growth a nd deve lopment.

Comment ID No. 0033AE
Scott Orsi
6945 Monroe Ave
Ham mond, I N 46324

Very info rmative meeting. Tha n ks for orga n izing. I will atte nd one the open ho use meetings. Excited
abo ut the opportunities and progress in NWI.

Comment ID No. 0033AF
Antonia O rtega
6612 Ala bam a Ave
Hammond, I N 46323
Excited to see development at new line with end less possibilities to help our regio n grow.

Comment ID No. 0033AG
Jenn ifer Paskin
175 1 Novo Drive
Sche rervil le, IN 46375
G reat plan for Lake County! Excited to see it come into reality.

Comment ID No. 0033AH

Juan Ramirez
M u nster, IN 46321

This project is GREAT! It is needed for cu rrent and future generations.

Comment ID No. 0033AI

Len Reynolds
7412 Bell Street
Sch e rerville, IN 46375

Can the mu nicipalities south of Dyer see the potential to i ncrease their local populations with the
add itio n of a train system in their towns? There is a tre mendous amount of a ppeal for tra nsportation
alternatives from Northwest Indiana to Chicago a rea business. "Build it a nd they will come." ©

Comment ID No. 0033AJ
Doug Ross
1 1 1 1 Glendale Blvd .
Valpara iso, IN 46383

This project can't happen soon enough. It brings NWI closer together, and it cements o u r ties to
C hicago, econom ically and cultura lly. That makes NWI ripe for economic development, bring a potential
we haven't seen in a century.

Comment ID No. 0033AK

Do n na Rvo kenen
429 Kent Court
Va lparaiso, IN 46385
I

am in support of the Hammond Alternative Option #2. This is long overd ue.

Comment ID No. 0033AL

M a ry Tan is
2610 Lakewood Drive
Dyer, IN 463 1 1

Since Dyer is t h e endpoint, t h e issue from our residents are n u me rous. Transportation a n d security are
at the forefro nt. Our first responders will req uire to upgrade services. Funding services should be part of
the budget. Transportation to and from the station m ust a lso be considered. There does not a ppea r to
p rovide bike paths and bike storage in any of the plans. Bike paths must be provided in a S m ile rad ius.

Comment ID No. 0033AM

William Taylor
2740 Sq uire
Cou rt
Dyer I N, 463 1 1

I bel ieve in this project. I ' m from Dyer, I N and have been going to town meetings. Dyer i s having a
d ifficult time embracing this project because they have developed most of the vacant land within
the town boundaries. I would like to address this issue. Dyer will also have to increase taxes to build
i nfrastructure needed to accommodate increased traffic. - Bill Taylor

Comment ID No. 0033AN
U n known Contact

The travel time from Hammond to Chicago is 44 minutes - yet you claim with this project the travel time

from Dyer will be 47 minutes. So travel time from Dyer to M u nster wil l be 3 m inutes? How is that
possible?

Comment ID No. 0033AO
Un known Comment
I feel this project is very much needed in Northwest Indiana. It is the very best fix to bring more growth
to the a rea.

Comment ID No. 0033AP
U n known

This case is strong and clear. We m ust do this if the region is to have a positive future ! G reat leade rship
and visio n .

Comment ID No. 0033AQ
U n k n own Com ment
This p roject is awesom e . Kee p u p the good work. Regional Tra nsit is the bom b !

Comment ID No. 0033AR

Wendy L Vachet
1 1475 Fa llen Timbers Ave
Portage, I N 46368

Both the West Lake Extension and the Northwest Indiana double tracking projects are critica l for the
future of NWI. And, it's not just m illennials that want better transit and wa l kability. We all want better
access and mobility. You need to spend some time thinking about how to gain support for the 30-60
group (primary tax payers). G reat work - kee p it going!

Comment ID No. 0033AS

Andy Van Waardenburg
5247 Fail Roard
La Porte, IN 46350

This is an a mazing project that is ]Qog_overdue !

Comment ID No. 0033AT

Candee Warren
1730 W. 3 rd Street
Hobart, IN 46342

It is im portant that NWI develop public transportation using the West lake corridor for trains as the
begin n i ng. O u r region not grow, attract new residents or become a desirable a re for future
generations without this project and many more l i ke it.

Comment ID No. 0033AU
Scott We ber
6 100 Southport Road
Portage, I N 46368

Have you thought a bout phasing the 24 trains to and from Mu nster/Dyer each day? How many ofthe
trains will go all the way to Chicago (it sounds l i ke 12, with 12 serving as "shuttle tra ins")? Will the
tra nsfers be well timed such that riders won't have to wait long?

Comment ID No. 0033AV

Nina Wiseman
221 173 rd Street

Hammond, IN 46324

When will you notify the residents im pacted? I suppo rt the ra i l line. I live in the area most im pacted a nd
I think it's best the th ing. I don't like to d rive in C hicago, now I can wa lk to the train to Chicago.

Comment ID No. 0034A − 0034H

Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Tue 01/24/2017 9:28 AM
questions_comments: 1.SOURCE -EPA DOC 3PA-420-F-14-044 -NEAR ROADWAY AIR
POLLUTION
SOURCE -EPA -100-R-15-001 BEST PRACTICES FOR REDUCING NEAR-ROAD POLLUTION
EXPOSURE AT SCHOOLS.
SOURCE-EPA-456/F-14-002 AIR QUALITY I NDEX
2. SAFETY OF OUR SCHOOL CHILDREN AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC
3. NOISE POLLUTIONNOISE EFFECTS HANDBOOK EPA 500-9-82-106
A DESK REFERENCE TO HEALTH & WELFARE EFFECTS OF NOISE
What is the most pervasive environmental noise source and how many people are exposed to
it?
Urban traffic is by far the most pervasive outdoor residential noise source, although aircraft
noise is a significant source as well. Over 96 million persons are estimated to be exposed, in
and around their
homes, to undesirably high traffic noise levels exceeding Ldn > 55 dB.
4 INCREASE OF WATER POLLUTION & FLOODING
SOURCE EPA-841-F-03-003 Protecting Water Quality from Urban Runoff. Clean water is
everybody's business
5. DISPLACEMENT OF HOUSES AND PROPERTY RIGHTS OF RESIDENTS
6. PROPERTY TAXES AND OTHER TAXES WILL GO UP. ALSO OTHER COSTS GO HAVE GONE UP
AS A RESULT. Young families already struggle with, recently assessed Wheel Tax, and water,
sanitary and stormwater Rates being raised dramatically.
7. VISUAL POLLUTION WITH A TRAIN MAINTENANCE FACILITY IN A RESIDENTIAL
NEIGHBORHOOD- SOU RCE- INDIANA CITIZEN PLANN ERS MANUAL
8. VIBRATION POLLUTION TO NEIGBORING RESIDENTIAL HOUSING AND NURSING HOME.
SOURCE THE DEIS, DRAFT OF ENVIROMENT IMPACT STUDY Can cause stress and sleep
disturbances to residents sleeping in close proximity.
••

le ngth_of_time: 18 YEARS
rea l na me : Paula Johns
address l : 1024 Royal Dublin La ne
address2:
city: Dyer
state: I N
zi p_code: 463 1 1
phone: 219-616-9933
email: piio hns1024@gmail.com

c

: - t_I

PETITION AGAINST THE NEPA PREFERED PLAN O F THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR
EXPANSION PLAN,LAKE SHORE TRAIN, LAYOVER MAINTENANC E FACILITY, TRANSIT
O RIENTED DEVELOPMENTS IN DYER AT MAIN STREET AND THE INDIANA- ILLINOIS,
AND TO EXTEND MAIN STREET INTO ILLINOIS DATED JANUARY 1 7, 2 0 1 7
THIS IS WHY W E OBJECT T O THE POLLUTION, FLOODING POSSIBILITIES AND
D ICTATORIAL ASSAULT TO OUR PROPERTY RIGHTS AND OUR RIGHTS TO HAVE GOOD
H EALTH, SAFETY AND IN GENERAL OUR PUBLIC WELFARE IN THE FORM O F
FINANCIAL STABILITY A N D OTHER LAWFUL PURSUITS.

,//

/

1. AIR POLLUTION-

SOU RCE -EPA DOC 3 PA-420-F- 14-044 - N EAR ROADWAY A I R PO LLUTI O N
S OURCE -EPA -100-R-15-001 B EST P RACTICES FOR REDUCING N EAR-ROAD
POLLUTION EXPOSU RE AT SCHOOLS.
SOURCE-EPA-456/F-14-002 AIR QUALITY INDEX

What are the concerns associated with living, working, or attending school near
major roads? Air pollutants from cars, trucks and other motor vehicles are found in

h igher concentrations near major roads. People who l ive, work or attend school near
major roads appeared to have an increased incidence and severity of health problems
associated with air p ollution exposures related to roadway traffic including higher
rates of asthma onset an aggravation, cardiovascular disease, impaired lung
development and children, preterm and low birth weight infants, childhood leukemia,
and premature death.
Pollutants directly admitted from cars, trucks and other motor vehicles are found and higher
concentrations near maj or roads examples of directly admitted pollutants include particulate
matter, carbon monoxide, Oxides of nitrogen, And B enzene. Though hundreds of chemicals
emitted by motor vehicles, motor vehicles also admit compounds that lead to the formation
of other pollutants in the atmosphere, Such as, nitrogen dioxide which is found an elevated
conservation near maj o r roads, and ozone which forms further downwind. B eyond vehicles'
tailpipes and evaporative emissions, roadway traffic also emanates brake and tire debris and
can't throw rug dust into the air individually and in combination, many of the pollutants
found near roadways have been associated with adverse health effects.

ON H IG H PO LLUTI O N A L E RT SUMMER DAYS WITH NO WIND THIS PO LLUTION CAN ADD TO
T H E LOCALIZE AIR AFFECTING MANY OF T H E AREA SA ND IC H E D B ETWE E N MAJ O R
H IGHWAYS U.S. 41, RT. 30 AND MAIN STREET A N D WIT H I N T H IS AREA ARE O N LY 3
STREETS TO ACCESS T H E STATION, CALUMET AVE., S H EFFIELD AND 2 1 3rtt WITH
S H E FFIELD AND 2 1 3rtt, PAS S I NG VERY CLOSE TO THE S C H O O L, RES I D E N C E S AN D NURSING
HOME ...

.

2 . SAFETY OF OUR SCHOOL CJIILDREN AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC

Many of our school children walk to school. Will it be safe for them? Will it be safe
for their mothers and fathers who drive some of them to school? How often do
people in the rush to get to the train before it leaves use streets to cut through and
other unsafe vehicle practices?
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3. NOISE POLLUTION-

SOURCE-NOISE EFFECTS HANDBOOK EPA 5 00-9-82- 1 06
AND E PA 550/9-82-1 06 N OISE EFFECTS HAN DBOOK:A DESK
REFERENCE TO HEALTH & WELFARE EFFECTS OF NOISE

What is the most pervasive environmental noise source and how many
peo le are exposed to it?
Urban traffic is by far the most pervasive outdoor residential noise
source, although aircraft noise is a significant source as well. Over
million persons are estimated to be exposed, in and around their

96

homes, to undesirably high traffic noise levels exceeding L dn > 5 5 dB .
Noise pollution adversely affects the lives of millions of Qeople.
Stud ies have shown that there are direct l i nks between noise and
health. Problems related to noise include stress related illnesses, high
blood

ressure s eech interference · hearin

loss slee

disru tion and

lost productivity. Noise Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL) is the most
common and often discussed health effect, but research has shown that
exposure to constant or high levels of noise can cause countless
adverse health affects . Learn more about the health effects :
he Noise Effects Handbook, Office of Noise Abatement and Control,
US EPA
NOISE will dominate in this Munster/Dyer Station area as a result of the nearby
airport, the nearby motorcycle shop, nearby traffic sounds from Sheffield and Calumet
Avenue and Main Street, freight trains, within about a mile, and, most notably in the
summer, people with their car windows open and music blaring, and even sometimes
the squealing of tires. Also, the noise effects in surrounding neighborhoods will be
even worse during the three-year construction phase. Neigborhoods are very vibrant
places with children playing and yelling, dogs barking, Lawnmowers or snow blowers
operating, etc. etc. The train will just compound these cumulative sound effects. This
Transit Oriented Development adds to the density of the population in this small
residential area, and the extension of Main Street into Illinois, bringing much more
density of traffic and building developments as proposed by the neighboring Village of
Lynwood, Ill., which will increase noise to unhealthy levels.
4. I N CREAS E OF WATER PO LLUTI ON & FLOODING

?

SOURCE- EPA-841-F-03-003 Protecting Water Quality from Urban Runoff. Clean
water is everybody's business

As the increased density of vehicles and expansion of residential housing and
commercial buildings will also increase the stormwater pollution runoff into our streams
rivers lakes and creeks and ditches such as:
•
Sediment
•
Oil, grease, and toxic chemicals from motor vehicles
•
Pesticides and nutrients from lawns and gardens or other types of pollution wi.
•
Viruses, bacteria and nutrients from pet waste etc.
•
Road salts
•
Heavy metals from roof shingles, motor vehicles, and other sources
•
Thermal pollution from dark impervious services such as streets, parking lots and
rooftops,
These facts are a direct result that we in Munster and Dyer live in the Plum/Creek
Watershed for Lake Michigan and are subject too heavy flooding as seen in 2 0 0 7
and 2 0 0 8,, causing millions of dollars of property destruction, Interrupted life cycles
and with the increased environmental of unexpected weather pattern across the
US, Many in the region are fearful of another devastating flooding event. Those
think it is more important to try to fix the possibility of floods with
recommendations I just studies since 2 0 0 8 which suggest a reservoir remedy. This
could be done if the funds for this just PROPOSED West Corridor South shore
extension were used instead to correct this flooding problem.
5. DISPLACEMENT OF HOUSES AND PROPERTY RIGHTS OF RESIDENTS
Eminent domain to condemn 8 to 10 homes in Dyer has been used to make way for the
nigh time, layover maintenance garage and trains. The Redevelopment Commission
Authority has this power, as does the Federal Government. The Transit Oriented
Development (TOD), A DYER ENTITIY can be used to gain other properties in the future.
through the use of the TIF District, the taxes from the Meadows Subdivision can be used
by the town for the development of the Transit Oriented Development(TOD) rental units
or condos. So in essence, The Meadows homeowners' taxes are financing developments
in the town. This is a great Tool if used for Parks and Public use ETC . . . . as these taxes do
not have to be paid back to the state for over 2 3 years. This is fine if the Tax Base is
increased sufficiently; however, when they go to a TOD development that the Rail Line is
connected to and it destroys the property rights of the very people who pay the taxes
then it is not appropriate use of the funds. This does not benefit or represent the people
Who pay the taxes and is mainly benefiting the Profiteers, Lake Shore Rail Line, Nipsco,
the Realtors, Developers, Banks who originate the Loans. The blue Collar Workers still
have plenty of land to Develop . .... South, West, and East of Dyer.
The question we have is does the need for an Extended West Corridor Rail into Dyer
really meet the need for Enviromental Justice, Property Rights, Public Welfare for the
Dyer Residents who are affected in an adverse manner. Or would a better Extension Plan
Further south on undeveloped Land be Better. Another alternative would be to focus on
Redevelopment in Hammond with much needed Jobs, Better Schools etc . . ..with the
extension going only to Munster. This would give much more sense and still help with

-

'•

6. PROPERTY TAXES AND OTHER TAXES WILL GO UP. ALSO OTHER COSTS GO
HAVE GONE U P AS A RESULT. Youn _ families alread
assessed Wheel Tax and water sanitar

stru

_

and stormwater Rates bein

raised

dramatically.

These are just a few taxes or costs that had to go up because the TOWN OF DYER has to
pay over $100,000 a year for Dyer's share to bring the South Shore Layover Train Yard
into Dyer. This will go on for 30 years amounting to over $3 million dollars which
could've been spent on roads, education, public safety, parks, storm water control etc..
Also, tax dollars are coming from TIF funds that will ultimately help pay for apartments
or condos in the immediate area surrou nded by Family residences of one level.
7. VISUAL POLLUTION WITH A TRAIN MAI NTENANCE FACILITY IN A RESI DENTIAL
NEIGH BORH OOD- SOU RCE- INDIANA CITIZEN PLANNERS MANUAL

landmark 1 954 decision, Berman v. Parker . Writing for the court, Justice William 0. Douglas stated:

_ The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the right of communities to use zoning for aesthetics in a

The concept of the public welfare is broad and inclusive . . . the values it represents are spiritual
as well as physical. Aesthetic as well as monetary . . . it is within the power of the legislature to

determine that the community should be beautiful as well as healthy, spacious as well as clean, well
balanced as well as carefully patrolled . . . . we also believe this for our community
_In 1 926, in Euclid v. Ambler Realty, the U . S . Supreme Court found that zoning is a valid exercise of
police power, which_local governments use to protect the public welfare. The court wrote:_The line
which separates the legitimate from the illegitimate_assumption of power is not capable of precise
delimitation. Itvaries w ith circumstances and conditions . . the question of_whether the power exists to
forbid the erection of a building of a_particular kind or for a particular use, like the question whether_a
particular thing is a nuisance, is to be determined, not by abstract_consideration of the building or of the
thing considered apart, but by considering in connection with the circumstances and the reality. A
nuisance may be merely a right thing in the wrong place, like a pig in the parlor instead of the barnyard.

8. VIBRATION POLLUTION TO NEIGBORING RESI D ENTIAL HOUSING AND NURSING
H OME. SOURCE THE DEIS, DRAFT OF ENVIROMENT I MPACT STUDY Can cause
stress and slee

NAME

d isturbances to residents slee in
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S H O R E LI N E, LAYOVER MAINTE N A N C E FACI LITY, TRANSIT O R I ENTED D EVELO P M ENT A N D M A I N STR EET EXTE N S I O N S A N D WE DO AG R E E WITH T H E
ATTACH E D STATEMENTS BASED O N A I R, N OISE, VIS UAL, VI B RATION, A N D WATER POLLUTI O N , I N C R EASED F LOODI N G POTENTIA L, R ESI DENT
SAFETY, AN D DISPLACEM E M ENT.
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THIS PETITI O N SIG NATU R E PAG E rs ATTACH ED TO TH E O R I G I NAL P ETITION DATED JAN 17; 2017 REGARDI N G T H E W EST CORRI DOR LAKE

SHORE LI N E, LAYOVER MAI N TENANCE FAC I LITY, TRANSIT O R I E NTED D EVELO P M ENT A N D M A I N STR EET EXTE N S I O N S A N D WE DO AG R E E WITH TH E
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ALSO T H E FACT THAT THIS ADDS EXTRA F I NANCIAL HARDS H I P O N THE R ES I D ENTS. WE TH I N K T H E R E C O U LD

BE BETTER PLAN ... ATTACH ED TO F U LL 4 PAG E PETITI O N OF JAN . 17TH, 2017
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P h o n e or e m a i l

Comment ID No. 0035
Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com
Date Received: Wed 02/01/2017 3:21 PM
To Whom It May Concern,
In reference to the proposed South Shore station to be located at Ridge Road in Munster,
although we are adamantly opposed to this site as a station and its Manor Drive overflow
parking lot counterpart, in the event that they are approved and the overflow lot be deemed
necessary, we, the Concerned Families of the Westlake Corridor Project respectfully request
that the section of Manor Drive located south of Broadmoor but north of Ridge Rd become
either a dead-end street or additional parking stalls. With this in place, commuters will not cut
through our neighborhood via Hohman Ave, Calumet Ave, or Frederick Ave. We feel this will
reduce the vehicular impact in our residential neighborhood as well as provide greater safety
for our children.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Peggy DeRolf
psd1152@aol.com

Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com Comment ID No. 0035A − 0035I
Date Received: Tue 01/31/2017 11:56 PM
On behalf of the Concerned Families of the West Lake Corridor Project, the following is submitted:
1. We oppose the West Lake Corridor Project in its entirety. However, should the project go forward as
contemplated:
a. Streets within a one-mile radius of each train station must be restricted to resident-only parking.
b. NICTD must increase the height of the proposed barrier from -3 feet to 12 feet between resident
properties and the proposed trackage to prevent visual intrusion and train sight lines.
c. N I CTD must create and implement "quiet zones" through residential neighborhoods along the entire
length of the rail extension, beginning at project inception and not adopted at a later date.
d. NICTD must fence all station parking lots with solid panel vinyl fencing or similar to prevent commuter
trespass, and insulate and protect resident properties from commuter and vehicle presence and noise, as well
as beautify the exterior with parkways and landscaping for the benefit of neighborhood residents facing the
lots.
e. NICTD must pursue provision of adequate property tax credits or abatement or other compensation to all
residents within one-quarter mile of any West Lake extension station or tracks in recompense for any
decreases in property value.
2. We vehemently oppose the proposed Ridge/Manor station location, as it is unwelcome, u nnecessary,
incongruous with its proposed neighborhood environs, and within 2 miles of the South Hammond proposed
station. However, should the Ridge/Manor station and parking lot go forward sited as contemplated south of
Ridge Road:
a. NICTD must acquire all 18 houses on the block (South Street to Harrison, Harrison to Briar Lane, and along
Garfield Court), rather than just the proposed 4 along South Street. This is necessary to prevent the parking
lot from being placed adjacent to residents' backyards.
b. NICTD must widen Harrison.
c. NICTD must fence the Ridge/Manor station parking lot as described in paragraph 1.d. above.
3. We oppose the acquisition of Munster's passive open space park land on north Manor Avenue for use as
an overflow parking lot for the proposed Ridge/Manor station. However, should the overflow lot go forward
as contemplated:
a. NICTD must pay no less than fair market value.
b. NICTD must fence the north Manor overflow parking lot as described in paragraph 1.d. above.
Submitted by Julie O'Connor, for and on behalf of the Concerned Families of the West Lake Corridor Project
Julie O'Connor
(312) 925-6818
kgjulie@gmail.com

CONCERNED FAMILIES of the WESTLAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT
Name

Address

1 M a u reen T. Campbe l l

Contact

608 South Street, M unster, I N

2 D o n White

8336 Monroe Ave, M u n ster, I N

3 Ron Buono

8 3 2 2 Harrison Ave, Munster, I N.

4 Pam E a n e s

841 6 Ha rrison Ave, M u n ster, I N

pa mccfd@sbcglobal.net

5 J ul i e O'Connor

434 South Street, M unster, I N

6 Brian Pirok

434 South Street, M unster, I N

7 Amy & Brian Colwel l

8422 G a rfield Ct, M unster, I N

!!.._Qirok@yahoo.com

8 Barbara & R al ph Topete

861 2 G a rfield, M unster, I N

9 Janet & Ron Smaron

8 5 6 8 G a rfield, M u n ster, I N

10 B i l l & E mily McNamara

8237 Highl a n d P l , M u n ster, I N

kgjulie @gm ai l .com

· btopete4l@hotmail.com

bna n.colwell@sbcglobal.ne

emmers1925Cwgma1l.com

11 Jason Lukis

8410 Ha rrison Ave, Mu nster, I N

jasorhll.!_kis@gma i l .com

1 2 Dorothy Offdenkarp

1 5 1 1 Melbrook Dr, M unster, I N

do@budd ig.com

1 3 Jeff Bol l i nger

8504 Harrison Ave, M u n ster, I N

1effboll 1ngcr@a bsolutckbs.com

14 M ichael Sandridge

1547 Myrtle Ave, M u nster, I N

michael.sand ridge@gmai l .com

15 M a u reen Yaeger

4 5 0 South Street, M u n ster, I N

gmyacgs@sbcgloba l.net

1 6 Rya n B a r n h a rt

8 1 2 1 High l a nd Pl, M u n ster, I N

rybarnhart@engineer.com

·

1 7 J u l i e Latya

8 1 2 1 H ighland P l , M u n ster, I N

18 Susan Arteaga

8441 G a rfield Ct. , M unster, I N

19 Roman Arteaga

8441 G a rfield Ct. , M u n ster, I N

2 0 M i ke & Unda Oppe n h uis

8539 G a rfield Ave, Munster, I N

sue arteaga@sbcglobal.net
sue.arteaga@sbc lobal.net
oppe n huisml@g113a i l .com
jewels pnt@yahoo.com

deezee 13(@att.net

21 Dee & Bud Reffkin

8666 G a rfield, M u n ster, I N

22 Amanda Sa now

8618 G a rfield, M u nster, I N

�pearsl l 77@aol.com

23 Stan Jayjack

428 South Street, Mu nster, I N

stanlaylack@sbcgloba l . net

24 R uben & Teresa Rizo

8424 H a rrison, M unster, I N

25 Katie Sti lts

8325 Ha rrison , M unster, I N

Kat1e.st1lts@vahoo.com

26 Amy B u r i a n

8428 Ha rrison, M u n ster, I N

valpo92@corncast.net

27 Don n a H a ugh

8600 H a rrison, M unster, I N

donnafayehough@yahoo.com

28 LM
29 Amy Colwell
30 Tim Craig
31 Tom & Sue Davis
32 La u ra Barrett

lmn444@yahoo.com
842 2 G a rfield Ct, M u nster, I N
8516 G a rfield Ave, M unster, I N

· 8509 Garfield, M unster, I N

.8425 Ha rrison, M unster, I N

a ls t ugis@yahoo.com
i rish 1958@sbcgloba l.net
tom@davisraci ngo nline.co m
jakesmom 2007@yahoo.com

To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

1 am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036B
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Ind iana . I oppose any option for the
Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Seminary D rive to the train pa rking lots or any of
the other train facilities .

Signature:
Print name:
Address :
Tel . number :
Email address :
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N I CTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project

33 East

US Highway
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision ii1 Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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William D. Baker
564 Sunflower Ln.
Dyer, IN 46311

N I CTD, DEIS West Lake Co rridor Project
33 East US H ighway 12

Chesterton, Indiana 46304
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036D

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer train station that would on
the other train facilities .
S ignature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:

'ecr

Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
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Comment ID No. 0036E
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :

Ms. Arlene Burkhart
801 Blue Jay Way
Dyer, IN 4631 1
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N I CTD, D EIS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterto n, Indiana 46304
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Comment ID No. 0036F
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a residen t of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indfana. I oppose any option for the
M unster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of

the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036G
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary D uve to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .

Signature:
Print name:
Address :

Tel. number:
Email address:

-'--..
Richard A. eanson
848 Sun!lower l..!1 .
Dyer, I N 4!531 1
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N I CTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor P roject
33 East US Highway 12

Chesterton, I ndiana 46304
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Comment ID No. 0036H
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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Comment ID No. 0036I
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer , Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of

'.���t: �cA� dci-iC

the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address:
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Comment ID No. 0036J
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster / Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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Margaret Ciezki
17 Meadow Lark
Dyer, IN 46311
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N I CTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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NICTD, DEIS West lake Corridor Project
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the

Munste1/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name :
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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Comment ID No. 0036M
TO:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/ D yer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
S ignature :
Print name :
Address:
Tel. number:
'
Email address :
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N l CTD, D E IS West Lake Corri d o r Project
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To:

Comment ID No. 0036N

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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N I CTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304

I

:

4E.304-352 1 99

� to G 1 '; n �
L i.J i l

-)

--- ----· -

T

1+•u•ll1'1hlliM1 ·ti 'hit •Jf•IUJ•rl.flltn ,11,,i.. ,n1 I',,,

.:.·�

To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036O

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Addres s :
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036P

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/ Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .

Signature:
Print name:

Address:

Tel. number:
Email address :
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N I CTD, D E I S West Lake Co rrido r Project
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
·

Signature:
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, D£.1. WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :

Vera Dickson
840 Sunflower Ln
Oyer, IN 46311
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N I CTD, D E IS West La ke Corridor Project

33 East US H ighway 12
Chesterton, I n d ia na 46304
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036S

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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N I CTD, D E IS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304
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Comment ID No. 0036T

To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRID OR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name :
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:

To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
S ignature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:

Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036V
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in D yer I nd iana . I oppose any option for the
Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Seminary D rive to the train parking lots or any of

the other train facilities .
Signature:

.

Print name:
Addres s :
Tel. number:
Email address:
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DOMINIC R. FEMMINELU
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Dyer, LN 463 1 1

·

�;. .JA.N ·2f)1..�· ·,pt-f 1. l

N ICTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US Highway 12

Chesterton,
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Comment ID No. 0036W
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Mea dows s ubdivis ion in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/ D yer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
'

Signature:
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

Comment ID No. 0036X

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a

res iden t

of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/ Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature :

-

Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Ms. Cindy Flanagan
880 Robin Ct
Dyer, IN 463 1 1 -1 078
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NICTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304
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Comment ID No. 0036Y
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any ·option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of

the other train facilities .

Signature :
Print name :
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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N I CTD, D E I S West Lake Corridor P roject

33 East US H ighway 1 2

Chesterton, I n d i a n a

46304

4G304- 352 1 9'3
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036Z

the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :

n y option for the
parking lots or any of

Dpp;.,

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036AA

I am a resident o f the Meadows subdivision in Dyer , Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/ Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .

Signature :
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT
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Comment ID No. 0036AB

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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N I CTD, D EIS West La ke Corri d o r Project

33 East US H ighway 12

Chesterton, I n d i a n a 4 6304
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NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036AC

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer

Indiana. I oppose any option for the

To:

Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
TeL number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036AD
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of

0 -�

the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
E mail address:
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N I CTD, D E IS West Lake Corrid o r Project

33 East US Highway 12

Chesterto n, Indiana
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036AE

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, lndiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking toes or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature :
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

J?yer, Indiana. I oppose any opti911 for the
Seminary Drive to the train paiktrtg lots or any of

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in

Munster/ Dyer train station that would connect
the other train facilities.
S ignature:
Print name:
Addres s :
Tel. number:
Email address :

Comment ID No. 0036AF
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

Comment ID No. 0036AH

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident o f the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036AI
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I

Munster/Dyer train station that would co nnect Se min a1y Drive to-the
�he otl1er train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Addres s :
Tel. number:
E mail address :
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Comment ID No. 0036AJ
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Ind iana. I oppose any o ption for the
Munster/ Dyer train s ta tion that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature :
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :

�" @u��k
§h;Pl/UK� �A---L2rrJ1-v,
-� .,,---,

r2JC7-5Jt, L/- /'3C/�

...-,

�
, .,

/flbn�Ji;&,. {t?t;n84-2,

S SUBLARBM"t :fi. &:�

Ambrose & Pat Ka pitan
565 Rose Bush Lan e
Dyer, I N 46311

? · PM 2 !L
.3:!1 .JAfiJ 2(t1....

U S

N I CTD, D EIS West Lake Corridor P roject

33 East US H ighway 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304

453!:: 4-352 i SS

ij ji jjj hi!! ji !j ij jljpl;j11 !ii j l ij11iijjp jjjj ji 1i jjj JJi j !
!;

!i

I

1

A F0 REV ER

""

To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036AL

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppo� any option for the
Munster/ Dyer train station that would connect Sem inary D rive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, I nd iana 46304

ct
U t e F O R E Y f il

�·
l

,..

.;

-·

,11J 1 2-\J" �I 7"

---- - -

4E=3C4-352 i SS

llhJJ It• llim•t· I ifll11 JI Ju I• H'J 11 l;IJlnl lu I 1• 1iJ1,,. fj HI

...

To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036AM

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster / Dyer train s tation that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of

the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:

Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :

Mr Louis H Klimaszewski
751 Bluejay Way
Dyer, IN 4631 1-4003
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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Comment ID No. 0036AO
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the o ther train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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Comment ID No. 0036AP
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
S ignature :
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036AQ
TO:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT
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I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/ Dyer tra in station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

�

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/ Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facil ·ties.
Signature:
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

�

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

-,(

Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities
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Tel. number:
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Comment ID No. 0036ATD

To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email a ddress :
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Mr. Philip Madgiak
633 Sunflower Ln .
Dyer, IN 463 1 1
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NICTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project

33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address:

Mr�' Carl Major ay
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Dyer, IN 463 1 1
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N I CTD, D E IS West Lake Corridor P roject
33 East US Highway 12
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Comment ID No. 0036AV
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of

the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
E mail address :
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036AW

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer , Indiana. I oppose � option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Semina1y Drive to the train parking Tots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
E mail address:
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NICTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project

33 East US Highway 1 2
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Comment ID No. 0036AX
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
E mail address :
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Comment ID No. 0036AY
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRID OR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Muns ter/Dyer tra in station that wo�ld connect S� m i nar Drive to the train parking lots or any of
.. r- l-.b ., )
the other train facilities. ·---rii [ s
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v-' '? v' ' .
'"" "" ' \ \ -Frt-, �n ct / V]
Signature :
Print name :
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036AZ
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option 'for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive ro the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BB

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of

the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

To:

:::

Comment ID No. 0036BC

�* �

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
traffi facilitie

.

Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Michalak
533 Seminary Drive
Dyer, IN 4631 1-4012
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To :

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BD

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

No l .

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
·

the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name :
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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N I CTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US H ighway 12
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Comment ID No. 0036BF
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Ind iana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the. o ther train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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TO:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BG

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Ind iana . I oppose any option for the

Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lot -Or any of
the other train facilitie s .

S ignature :
Print name:
Addre s s :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BH

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

,

Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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l'f!CTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer,
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to
the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036BN
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer tram sta ti o n that would connect Semimuy Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:

Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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Comment ID No. 0036BO
To :

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the o ther train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BP

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

·_ )
_LJ}_ 1 { ( :_

Munster/Dyer train station that would co n 11: t Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name :
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address:
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NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BQ

resident>" of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . X oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
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Print name�
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Tel. number:
Email addres s :
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Comment ID No. 0036BR
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S em mary Drive to the trai
the o the r train facilities
n parking lots or any of
.

�f

.

Signature:

Print name:
Addre s s :
Te l. n umber:
Em ail addres s:

To:

NICTD,

DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PRO�Cl'' >

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision iri · Dyer,
.

Indiana. I

.. ...

appose '.any option for the

MWlSter/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
.

the other train facilities .
Signature:

Print name :
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

�

Comment ID No. 0036BS

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I o pose any option for the
Munster/ Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to T he am arking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature :
Print name :
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036BT
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

'·

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/ Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:

Address :
Tel. number:
Email address:

To:

�([) °81u< JA"i {A)gi Dtt-r I"1
(.t-.s\ Sis � o >
-

o

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

:f[pl-J

I

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:

Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BU

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in D y er ' I n iana . I opp? se any option for the

�.

.
Munster/Dyer train station that would conne ct S emmary Dnve to the tram parking lots o r any of
the o ther train facilities .
S ignature:
Print name:
Addre s s :
Tel. n umber:
Email address:
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CORRIDOR PRO.tE<:r
NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE
opt ion for the
Indiana. I app ose ·.any
·
ws subdivision iri Dy�(,
ado
Me
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the
of
t
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g
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I am a
train parkin lots or any
nect Seminary Drive to the
con
uld
wo
t
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ion
stat
n
Munster/ Dyer trai
the other train facilities .

To:

Signature:
Print name:
Addre ss:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BV

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer u·ain station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature :

Print name :
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BW

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:

Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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TO:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BX

I am a resident of the Meadows subdiv ision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .

Signature :

Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BY

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer train s tation that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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N ICTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304
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TO:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036BZ

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary D rive to the train p arking lots or any of
the o ther train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Comment ID No. 0036CA
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am 'a resident of the Meadows subdivis io n in Dyer

the o ther train facilities.

Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
E mail address :

of

India na . I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking Lots or a:ny
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Comment ID No. 0036CB
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .

Q v(

Print name :
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Mr. David Taylor
Rose Bush Ln
Dyer, IN 4631 1
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Comment ID No. 0036CC
To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

·

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the

Munster /DyeJ train station tha t would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking Jots or any of
the other train facilities .
S ignature :
Print name:
Address:
Tel . number:
Email address :

� d;:r;-#E.C:
z;
;;L
..£/��
:::
c?
/,://A-N'fr°" ,,Lj
.YO

•

£::,,'-"""ARP'

"4 /y<'!'"
_&2 VJ - /..,:r��
Z7�o,..v..a.e.e:?@ &"/r<Z .:aS'r
•

>1=-r//� 0

....

--:� NE<

�
�

\J

..
"'\

):�

!· J
�.
...""

-

-·

-

-·

-

......
-

-·

�l
d

��i
·.J

'1

J

·��
.�
..

..J}

1/1
I/)
c
l;J?.
f .

.�

�!
1•�

1"'-

To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036CD

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, 1ndiana . I oppose any op tion for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .

Signature :
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address:
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Comment ID No. 0036CE

MU NSTER i

N

I WEST LAKE CO IUUD O R PROJ ECT

YER TllAIN STATIQ

D ear Neighbo r ,
There

a re

train station ,

c u rren tl y 4 options for the location of the Munster/Dyer

parking lots , and facilities . 2 of those options inclu de

conn e cting Seminary S treet d irectly to the train station parking l ots ,

making our subdivision a main path into and out of those lots . Pictures of
the opti on s and additional information can be found on this web site :
www . Ni ctdwestlake . co m .

If you have concerns or oppose plans to connect ou� subdivision to
the

train

station parking lots , please co mp lete the ·at�ached and send it to

NICTD (the en ve lop e

,-

is

.

a dd res se d) . You can also submit your comments

by :
12roj ect.eln il@nictd westlake . c m

•

S e n ding an email to :

•

L eav ing a

•

Using the o nline comment form :

message on the automated comment line : 2 1 9-250-2920

www . ructdwestlake . com/colil11Xl e nt-online .htrfil

CoU,llln. cnts will only be accepted until February 3, 201 7
'·

I

To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
S ignature:
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address:

� � r r r . t, �

?Y)Jf!) s ��

.

-

-=

�
-

�
.

�
...

%.
�
.

-

Comment ID No. 0036CF

THE SOUTH SHORE EXPANSION I WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT
MUNSTER/DYER TRAIN STATION

Dear Neighbor,
There are currently 4 options for the location of the Munster/Dyer
train station, parking lots , and facilities .

2 of those options include

connecting Seminary Street directly to the train station parking lots,
making our subdivision a main path into and out of those lots . Pictures of
the options and additional information can be found on this website :
www .nictdwestlake . com .

If you have concerns or oppose plans to connect our subdivision to
the train station parking lots , please complete the attached and send it to
NICTD (the envelope is addressed) . You can also submit your comments
by:
•

Sending an email to : project. email@nictd westlake . com

•

Leaving a message on the automated comment line :

•

Using the online comment form:

�

www . nictdwestlake . com/ corp.

i:ri�nt-online.htptl -1

2 1 9-250-2920
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To:

Comment ID No. 0036CG

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel . number:
Email address :
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Chesterton, I nd i a na 46304
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Comment ID No. 0036CH
To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/ Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:

Address:

Tel. number:
Email address :

Mrs. Marian \Ian Sorneren
567 Semiruuy Dr
Dyer; IN 463 1 1
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N I CTD, D EIS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US Highway 12

Chesterton, Indiana 46304
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036CI

I am a resid nt of the Meadows subdivis ion in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the

Munster/Dyer train s tation that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name :

Address:

Tel. number:

Email address :
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To :

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address :
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TO:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE C ORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036CK

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/ Dyer train station that wo uld connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036CM

I am a residen t of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the

MunsterI Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.

Signature:
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

Comment ID No. 0036CN

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana . I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary D rive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities.
Signature:
Print name:
Address:
Tel. number:
Email address:
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To:

ECT
NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJ

Comment ID No. 0036CO
Comment ID No. 0036CP

for the
in Dyer , Indiana . I oppo se any option
I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision
any of
or
lots
ng
parki
train
ect Seminary D rive to the
Munster/ Dyer train statio n that woul d conn
the other train facilities . ·
Signature:

f? L.((,

Print name :
Address:

')._{_ I

Tel. number:
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Email address:

To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

.
Meadows subdivision in Dy e:' lndi
. ana. I opp se any opnon for the
?
.
Munster /Dyer train station that would connect Se mmaiy
D nve to the tram parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
I am a resident

Signature:
Print name:
Address :
Tel. number:

Email address :

of the

� Robert & Helen
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M. You nghal e
y , 11 841
Sunflower Ln
__J Dyer, IN 463 1 1
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N I CTD, DEIS West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US H ighway 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036CQ

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name:

Addrr!s s :

', )
Tel. number:
Email address :
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VWliam H Zager
864 sunft ower Ln.
Dyer, IN 4631 1
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To:

NICTD, DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities .
Signature :
Print name :
Address :
Tel. number:
Email address :

El

z

Mr. Edmund Zielke
601 Blue Jay Way

Dyer, IN 4631 1
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N ICTD, D E I S West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US H ighwa y 12
Chesterton, Indiana 46304
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To:

NICTD , DEIS WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT

Comment ID No. 0036CS

/?

I am a resident of the Meadows subdivision in Dyer, Indiana. I oppose any option for the
Munster/Dyer train station that would connect Seminary Drive to the train parking lots or any of
the other train facilities
;:
Signature :

Print name:
Addres s :
Tel. number:
Email address :
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Rodney Zwier
49 Blue Jay Way

'---

....

Dyer, TN 4631 l
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Comment ID No. 0037

249 169

th

Street

H a m mond, I N 463 24

�· c.B 0 1

J a n u a ry 3 1, 2017.

M r. M ichael N o l a n d

Preside nt, N I CTD ( N orthern I ndiana Co m m uter Tra n s portation District)

3 3 East U .S. H ighway 12

Chesterton, I N 46304
Dea r M r. N o l a nd,

E nclosed please fi n d a petition aski ng N I CTD to gua ra ntee preservation of
a dequate green space a nd wi l d l ife ha bitat, side-by-side with the South H a mmond
station a n d pa rking l ot, i n its fi na l p l a n for the West La ke Corri dor Rail Exte nsion

P roject. You wi l l note that of the 1 1 5 a rea residents whose signat u res acco m p a ny

t h i s petition, 84 l ive i n H a m mond, 1 1 l ive i n M u nster, 3 l ive i n o r near Chica go,

a n d the rest l ive in other co m m u n ities in N o rthwest I nd i a n a . A l l a re fa m i l i a r with

the natu ra l bea uty of o u r South H a m mond neighbo rhood, and a l l a re very
strongly co m m itted to the wel l-being of the w i l d creatures that l ive there .

I a m confident t h a t N I CTD ca n, a n d I bel ieve that it m ust, fi nd a susta i na b l e way to
design t h i s portion of the West La ke Corridor ra i l extensio n - provi d i ng for the
needs of a n i m a l s a nd peop l e a l i ke.

M a ny t h a n ks for you r consideration .

�� ;Jh · �--

Si ncerely you rs,

Va lerie H . Pen na ne n

Cc :
B i l l H a n na, Presi de nt a n d CEO, I n d i a n a Regiona l Development Authority ( R DA)
Dean D. Button, H a m m o n d City E ngi neer

2017
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TO: NICTD OFFICIALS IN CHARGE OF THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR RAIL EXTENSION PROJ ECT
DATE: January 25, 2017

P ETITI ON TO SAVE G R E E N CO R R I DO R I N SO UTH HAM M O N D, I N D I ANA
We, the u n d e rs igned, stro n gly o bject to N I CTD's cu rrent p l a ns for the
gree n s pa ce east of Lyma n Ave n u e a nd n o rth of 173rd Street i n south
H a m mo n d .

Th is spa ce, w h i c h by N I CTD's own a d m ission conta i ns

p ra i ri e, wood l a nd, a n d wet l a nd, p rovides a n i m porta nt corri d o r fo r
loca l w i l d l ife, as we l l as su m me r h a b itat fo r b i rds, b utte rfl ies a nd
b u m b l e bees. It is t h reaten ed by N I CTD' s p l a ns to b u i l d a pa rki ng l ot
which may, i n a worst-case sce n a ri o, i nvolve pavi ng the entire a re a .
W e u rge N I CTD t o m a ke a c l e a r, specific, writte n co m m itment to
prese rve w i l d l ife h a b itat i n its fi n a l p l a n fo r t h i s portion of the West
La ke Corri d o r ra i l exte n s i o n p roj ect . We fu rther ca l l u po n N I CTD to
part n e r with l oca l a n d reg i o n a l cha pte rs of the S i er ra C l u b, t h e Nature
Conserva n cy, a n d oth e r e n v i ron menta l gro u ps to m a p o ut, conserve,
a n d m a i nta i n a n adeq uate portio n of t h i s natu ra l corri dor. E n s u ri ng the
s u rviva l of o u r l oca l wi l d l ife, wh ose wel l -being i s closely tied to the
q u a l ity of h u m a n l ife in our region, m u st be a top prio rity.
(Signatu res a p pea r on the fo l lowi ng pages . )
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I S U P PO RT TH E P ETITI ON TO SAVE TH E G R E E N CO R R I D O R I N SO UTH
HAM M O N D, I N D IANA.

Name

Add ress

Phone

E-ma i l

I S U P PO RT TH E P ETITIO N TO SAVE TH E G R E E N CO R R I DO R I N SO UTH
HAM M O N D, I N D IANA.

N a me

Add ress

Phone

E-ma i l

.
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I SU PPO RT T H E PETITI O N TO SAVE TH E G R E E N CO R R I DO R I N SO UTH
HAM M O N D, I N D IANA.

Add ress

Phone

E-m a i l

I S U P PO RT TH E PETITI ON TO SAVE TH E G R E E N CO R R I DOR I N SO UTH
HAM M O N D, I N D IANA.

Name

E-ma i l

I S U P PO RT TH E P ETITI O N TO SAVE TH E G RE E N CO RRI DOR I N SO UTH
HAM M O N D, I N D IANA.
N a me

Add ress

I S U P PO RT TH E PETITI O N TO SAVE T H E G R E E N CO R R I DOR I N SO UTH
HAM M O N D, I N DIANA.

N a me

Ad d ress

Phone

E-ma i l

I S U P PORT TH E P ETITI ON TO SAVE TH E G R E E N CO R R I DO R I N SO UTH
HAM M O N D, I N DIANA.

Name

Add ress
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I SU PPORT TH E P ETITI ON TO SAVE TH E G R E E N CO R R I D O R I N SO UTH
HAM M O N D, I N DIANA.
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I S U P PO RT TH E PETITIO N TO SAVE TH E G RE E N CO R R I DO R I N SO UTH
HAM M O N D, I N D IANA.
N a me

Add ress

I S U P PO RT TH E P ETITI O N TO SAVE TH E G R E E N CO R R I DO R I N SO UTH
H A M M O N D, I N D IANA.

N a me
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Comment ID No. 0038
Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 8:42 AM
q uestio ns_comments: Dear NICTD and Public Officials involved in the South Shore expansion:
This is a comment from the Dunelands Group of the Hoosier Chapter of the Sierra Club on the
DEIS for the West Lake Corridor. Commuter rail expansion. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment. We have gotten quite a bit of feedback from Hammond residents and Sierra Club
members. While we support public transit expansion, this is a project which has downsides
that should be mitigated.
Longtime region residents are certainly aware that suburban sprawl has emptied out the once
major, northern cities of Hammond, Gary, and East Chicago and filled up the former
agricultural, timber, and wildlife producing lands to the south and east with subdivisions and
associated development The NICTD expansion project supports Hammond with two stations
and the maintenance yard, and some opportunity for Hammond residents to cross commute
within the region on the NICTD South Shore commuter rail system, as well as getting to
Chicago. The proposed double-tracking investment in the original north line of the South
Shore commuter rail fell through once already. We hope it really happens this time, and
NICTD keeps the north line stations and track in good repair. Too many new infrastructure
projects in the Region have contributed to suburban sprawl and ended with infrastructure
disinvestment in the original u rban cities that were the Region's center. We also support TOD
(transit oriented development) at the Miller, Gary, and East Chicago stations on the existing
north line.
This new infrastructure project is an opportunity for sustainability investment in the Region.
The new stations and parking areas could have onsite green stormwater mitigation such as
under parking lot temporary water storage, rain gardens as landscaping, green roofs (which
last far longer than conventional roofs), and bioswales. Since the project has 70 acres of
imperious surface, constructing a big stormwater pond such as Striebel pond in Michigan City
south of 173rd on a place such as the vacant land east of the Monon corridor makes sense.
That would provide useful green space for the South Hammond Station neighborhood. If the
area has legacy contamination, maybe it should be dug out anyway.
Since the existing Hammond station has only about 600 parking spaces, the new South
Hammond Station may not need its planned 1000 parking spaces for a long time. For that
interim time, it could be planted to low growing native prairie, which wouldn't be too hard to
manage and wouldn't require weekly mowing. Its eastern wooded strip could be enhanced for
aestheticness and biodiversity by removing the invasive tree species such as Siberian elm and
tree of heaven and keeping the cottonwoods, wild black cherry, and any oaks, and planting
and maintaining appropriate native wildflowers, grasses, and sedges for the ecological
conditions. The eastern woods could have a foot path trail through it linked to the Monon
Trail on the west side of the train tracks. The South Hammond station has at least 18. 7 acres
available, there should be plenty of land for green space and its enhancement, because the
existing Hammond station with about 600 parking spaces only takes up 9 acres. There are 4
lots in the southeast corner there that total 2.7 acres which should be included in the green
space area. The vacant land south of 173rd to the Little Cal river and interstate could also be
put to green space use to make up for the loss of the 18.7 + 2.7 acres in the station footprint
that is now the neighborhood's green space. Quality of life is important. The neighborhood is
currently pretty stable, which is a plus for a station location where perception of a bad
neighborhood would reduce clientele. Even TOD will be hard to attract if there is no aesthetic
and useful green space around. The South Hammond station has a number of large church
parking lots and land that might present an opportunity for extra parking or green space.
·

••

I n summary, we would like to see the new stations be as environmentally friendly as possible,
supporting biodiversity in every way including the roofs. They should also be capturing all
possible storm water to avoid unnecessary runoff, scouring and sedimenting up the local
streams. The full number of planned parking spaces should be phased in as necessary with
prairie plantings or existing woodland to cover the land in the interim. Wetland and
stormwater and tree mitigation should be onsite or in the neighborhood. All this green
infrastructure should not be left to deteriorate from invasive species and lack of proper
maintenance. It should be managed by trained professionals.
The Lake Station wetland mitigation bank site for wetland mitigation may be legal to use, but
it is pretty far from Hammond and Munster. Certainly, more local sites can be found that
would provide local benefits for water quality, wildlife and people.
Also part of sustainability is access to this i nfrastructure project's jobs. Some Region
communities such as Gary and Hobart are devoting their economic development money to the
West Lake Corridor without receiving benefit from the project. Region residents that are ready
to work and reside in the high unemployment zip codes should get a significant percentage of
the jobs created.
Further venturing into sustainability is access to affordable housing in areas with good schools
and a safe environment. There should be affordable housing set asides in the new TOD
developments so people can live closer to work and have better opportunities for their
children. Some way of encouraging affordable housing in new development spurred by the
Westlake Corridor i nfrastructure should be devised because it would be good for the Region's
social and economic health.
Local neighborhood safety during construction is another issue. Construction always comes
with noise and dust. Silica in construction dust is an emerging health issue. Also, the South
Hammond station site reportedly may have a lot of coal dust, so dust control measures during
construction should receive proper attention and evaluation to make sure they are working.
The corridor is so wide there because it used to be a train yard, subject to hazardous spills and
other contamination what warrants attention to protect the local residents.
Sincerely,
Sandy O'Brien Conservation Chair, Dunelands Group of the Hoosier Chapter of the Sierra Club
5500 S. Liverpool Rd., Hobart, IN 46342 cell 219-743-0679 ecorealm@msn.com
l nte rested_Sta keholder: yes
length_of_time: Sie rra Club mem bers are residents
rea lname: Sandy O'Brien, Dunelands Group, Sierra Club
addressl: 5500 S. Liverpool Rd.
address2:
city: Hobart
state: I N
zip_code: 46342
phone: 2199422956
email: ecoreal m@msn.com

Comment ID No. 0039
Online Comment Form Submission
Date Received: Fri 02/03/2017 12:45 PM
questions_comments: South Shore Trails (SST) is a region-wide group of Northwest I ndiana
residents concerned with improving access and mobility for all citizens of the region,
especially through alternative and multi-modal transportation. SST is especially interested in
solutions which reduce traffic congestion, are carbon-friendly, affordable, promote healthy
and active living, connect and improve existing systems, and improve access to goods and
services those less-advantaged, such as the elderly, children, and persons who cannot afford
to own a car.
South Shore Trails enthusiastically endorses the Westlake Corridor project, because as
envisioned it would improve and promote most of the issues cited here. SST prefers the
Hammond Alternative routing due to what we believe will be more moderate cost, the
.
commitment of the City of Hammond to mu lti-modal connections, and the area of the
Hammond NICTD station as a junction point. SST also finds the Commuter Rail Alternative to
be adequate, and we do not support the IHB alternative, which we believe would be
needlessly expensive and disruptive to the local communities.
We would be happy to address further any questions the Study group might have about
details of the desirable multi-modal connectivity represented by the Westlake plan.
Cordially,
Don Parker, Chair
South Shore Trails
lnte rested_Sta keholder: yes
Email_Notifications: yes
le ngth_of_time:
rea lname: Don Parker
address!: 504 W Legion Rd
address2 :
city: Wa nata h
state: I N
zip_code: 46390
phone: 2 19-801-5275
email: parkerdbass@live.com

