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1. INTRODUCTION 
In November 2015, the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) hosted four 
workshops to update the public and public officials and agencies on the West Lake Corridor 
Project, as well as provide an opportunity for attendees to comment on the proposed station 
locations, maintenance facility locations, layover track, and alignment.  This report documents 
the details of the workshops and summarizes the comments, feedback, and input received from 
the agencies and public. 

2. WORKSHOP OUTREACH/FORMAT 

2.1 Public Officials and Agency Workshop 

The Project Team held a workshop with public officials and local, state, and federal agencies on 
November 9, 2015. The time, location, and number of attendees are as follows: 

 Time:   Monday, November 9, 2015, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

 Location:  Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 

 Attendees: 26 signed in 

NICTD invited the public officials and agencies listed below to attend. A copy of the invitation 
letter is provided in Appendix A. 

Elected Officials 
Federal  
 Peter Visclosky, U. S. Congressman, 1st District  Joe Donnelly, United States Senator 

State  
 Linda Lawson, Representative, Indiana House of 

Representatives – District 1 
 Frank Mrvan, Indiana State Senator, District 1 

 Rick Niemeyer, Representative, Indiana House of 
Representatives – District 11 

 Lonnie Randolph, Indiana State Senator, District 2 

 Maria Candelaria Reardon, Representative, Indiana 
House of Representatives, –12 

 Hal Slager, Representative, Indiana House of 
Representatives – District 15 

 Sue Landske, Indiana State Senator, District 6  

County  
 Roosevelt Allen, Jr., Commissioner, Lake County  Eldon Strong, Councilman, Lake County 

Town/City  
City of Hammond  
 Anthony Higgs, 3rd District Councilman  Dan Spitale, Councilman at Large  
 Homero Hinojosa, 6th District Councilman  Jack Uylaki, 2nd District Councilman 
 William Emerson, Councilman 4th District   Janet Venecz, Councilman at Large  
 Mark Kalwinski, 1st District Councilman  Thomas M. McDermott Jr., Mayor  
 Robert Markovich, Councilman at Large  Michael Opinker, 5th District Councilman 
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Town of Munster  
 Dustin Anderson, Town Manager  Dave Nellans, Council Member – Ward 4 
 John Edington, Council Member – Ward 2   John Reed, Council Member – Ward 1 
 Andy Koultourides, Council Member – Ward 5  Joseph Simonetto, Council Member – Ward 3 

Town of Dyer  
 Debbie Astor, Town Council Member – Ward 5  Connee Trepton, Town Council Member – Ward 3 
 Joseph Cinko, Town Council President – Ward 1  Mary Tanis, Town Council Vice President – Ward 4 
 Jeff Dekker, Town Council Member – Ward 2  

Other Cities and Towns in the Project Area  
 Anthony Copeland, Mayor, City of East Chicago  Tom Schmitt, Councilman, Town of Schererville 
 Stanley Dobosz, Councilman, Town of Griffith   Greg Shook, Acting Town Administrator, Town of 

Lowell 
 Michael Forbes, Councilman, Town of St John  James Simmons, Councilman ,Town of Winfield 
 Karen Freeman-Wilson, Mayor, City of Gary  Brian Snedecor, Mayor, City of Hobart 
 Michael Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of Highland  James Snyder, Mayor, City of Portage 
 Eugene Guernsey, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of 

Merrillville 
 Keith Soderquist, Mayor, City of Lake Station 

 Stephanie Kuziela, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of 
Chesterton 

 Joseph Stahura, Mayor, City of Whiting 

 Richard Ludlow, Councilman, Town of Schneider  Lori Reno, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of New Chicago 
 Ron Meer, Mayor, City of Michigan City  Laura Sullivan, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of Beverly 

Shores 
 Randy Niemeyer, Council President, Town of Cedar 

Lake 
 David Uran, Mayor, City of Crown Point 

 Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush, Mayor, City of 
Calumet City  

 

Federal, State, and Local Agency Officials 
Federal  
 Andréa Martin, Environmental Protection Specialist, 

Federal Railroad Administration 
 Virginia Laszewski, Environmental Scientist, US 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
 Paul Leffler, Chicago District Regulatory Branch, 

Project Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 Elizabeth McCloskey, Biologist, U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, Northern Indiana 

State  
 Robert Bronson, Section Chief, Indiana Department 

of Natural Resources (INDNR), Division of Outdoor 
Resources 

 Tiffany Tolbert, Director Northwest Field Office, 
Indiana Landmarks 

 John Carr, Team Leader, Historic Structures 
Reviewers, INDNR, Division of Historic Preservation 
and Archaeology 

 Carl Wodrich, Director of Ecological Services, 
INDNR 

 Rachel Leibowitz, Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer, Illinois Historic Preservation 
Agency 

 Mitchell K. Zoll, Deputy State Historic Preservation 
Officer, INDNR, Division of Historic Preservation 
and Archaeology 

 Christie Stanifer, Environmental Coordinator, 
INDNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife 

 Cynthia Stacy, Special Projects Manager, Peoria 
Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 

 Wade Tharp, Archaeologist, INDNR, Division 
of Historic Preservation and Archaeology  
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Regional  
 Randall Blankenhorn, Executive Director, Chicago 

Metropolitan Agency for Planning  
 Steve Strains, Director of Planning, Northwestern 

Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
 Peter Fahrenwald, Manager, Regional and Corridor 

Planning, Northeastern Illinois Regional 
Transportation Authority 

 Sherri Ziller, Chief Operating Officer, Northwest 
Indiana Regional Development Authority 

County  
 Bill Emerson, Jr., Surveyor, Lake County  Bruce Woods, President, Lake County Historical 

Society 
 Toni Preckwinkle, President, Cook County Board  John Yohan, Superintendent, Cook County 

Department of Transportation and Highways 
 Maria Choca Urban, Deputy Chief Administrative 

Officer, Cook County Bureau of Administration 
 

City/Town  
 Rick Eberly, Town Administrator, Town of Dyer   Carole Morey, Chief Planning Officer, Chicago 

Transit Authority 
 Steve Kil, Town Manager, Town of St. John  Brian Poland, AICP, Director of City Planning, City 

of Hammond 
 David Kralik, Department Head/Long Range 

Planning, Metra 
 Jeffrey Sriver, Director of Transportation Planning 

and Programming, Chicago Department of 
Transportation 

 Richard Lytle, Hammond Historical Society  

The Project Team presented the project with slides that described the Federal environmental 
process, the project, and changes that have occurred since the project Scoping Meetings were 
held in October 2014. The presentation was followed by an open session for questions and 
answers. In this segment of the workshop, two verbal comments were received. These were, how 
the project would be funded and if freight would use the project corridor.  In addition to poster 
display boards in the room, participants were provided with a project fact sheet and a list of 
frequently asked questions.  Copies of meeting materials are provided in Appendix B and on the 
Project website (http://www.nictdwestlake.com/), and copies the agency sign-in sheets are found 
in Appendix C.   

2.2 Public Workshops 

The Project Team conducted the workshops for the public at three locations in the project 
corridor. Table 2-1 lists the locations, times, and number of attendees at each workshop that 
was held. Each of the locations was ADA accessible, centrally located, and provided ample 
access for free parking. The workshops were intended to inform the public of the environmental 
process, the proposed project, and changes to the project since the project scoping meetings 
were held in October 2014.  
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Table 2-1: Workshop Times, Locations, and Number of Attendees 

Meeting Type Location Time Number of 
Attendees 

Public Workshop Protsman Elementary School 
1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, IN   

Monday, November 9, 
2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 124 

Public Workshop 
Washington Irving Elementary 
School, 4727 Pine Avenue, 
Hammond, IN 

Tuesday, November 10, 
2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 44 

Public Workshop Eads Elementary School, 8000 
Jackson Avenue, Munster, IN 

Thursday, November 11, 
2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 130 

NICTD issued a press release to three study area newspapers, The Times, Post Tribune, and 
Gary Crusader.  NICTD also posted an announcement of the meetings on the Project’s website, 
posted flyers at South Shore Line (SSL) stations, sent postcards to residents in the Project Corridor, 
sent e-mail blasts to stakeholders listed in the Project database, and distributed project flyers.  
Copies of the press release, newspaper advertisements, and flyer can be found in Appendix A. 

To maximize outreach to corridor stakeholders, the workshops were announced on the project 
website (http://www.nictdwestlake.com/), via three different e-mails to contacts on the project 
database, three different e-mails to organizations that represent environmental justice 
communities, and with direct phone calls to environmental justice leaders conducted at four 
different time periods leading up to the workshops.  The Project Team contacted the following 
community and environmental justice organizations: 

 Active Transportation Alliance 
 Baptist Ministers 
 Bishop Tavis Grant II 
 Boys and Girls Club Northwest Indiana 
 City of Gary 
 City of Michigan City 
 Civic Leaders 
 Deaf Services, Inc. - Tradewinds 
 Dyer Redevelopment Commission 
 Gary Chamber of Commerce 
 Gary Public Transportation Corporation 
 Hammond Hispanic Community 

Committee 
 Hammond Redevelopment Commission 
 Hoffman Street Baptist Church 
 Interfaith Clergy Council 

 Michigan City Housing Authority 
 Michigan City Human Rights Department 
 National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People- Gary Chapter 
 North Central Community Action 

Agencies 
 Northwest Indiana Baptist Association 
 Northwest Indiana Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing 
 Northwest Indiana Hispanic Chamber of 
 Northwest Indiana Federation of 

Interfaith 
 Porter County Aging and Community 

Service 
 Unity Foundation of LaPorte County 
 Urban League of Northwest Indiana 

 Vocational Rehabilitation Services of Gary

The workshop format included a formal presentation followed by an informal open house.  Four 
information stations provided visual display boards and maps defining the environmental 
process, project overview, proposed stations and maintenance facility locations, and alignment 
options under evaluation. The consultant team staffed each information area to receive attendee 
questions and provide individual responses. In addition to direct access to the project team, 
attendees were provided the opportunity to submit comments on site, with the option of also 
providing comments via the project website, mail to the NICTD office, email 
(project.email@nictdwestlake.com), or verbally via the automated project phone line (219-250-
2920). Handouts provided to attendees included a project fact sheet and frequently asked 
questions (see Appendix B). The workshops were well attended, with 324 attendees. 
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Those workshop attendees that indicated how they heard about the meeting provided the 
following information sources: 

 Newspaper  43%  
 Project website  16%  
 Email   11% 
 Flyer    4%  
 Postcard  2%1  
 Other 24%2  

Newspaper story coverage was the dominant source of meeting announcement for these 
attendees. NICTD issued a press release in advance of the meetings to encourage media 
coverage. This would provide an opportunity to clarify project development status and to create 
a channel to convey ongoing information to the public. Given the 24 percent reference to word 
of mouth information exchange, which historically does not provide consistent, accurate 
information, newspapers could represent an increased communication opportunity for the 
project. 

3. COMMENT SUMMARY 
As previously stated, NICTD provided the public with multiple opportunities to submit comments.  
These were offered via online submission through the Project e-mail or website online comment 
section, by mail to the NICTD Project office, via the automated phone line, and through 
comment cards that were provided at the workshops.  In total, 16 public comments were 
received through these outreach methods.   

Of the 16 comments received, 15 were received onsite and one was mailed to the NICTD office. 
Within this total, five were supportive of the project; seven provided input comments for planning 
consideration; and four were in opposition of the project. A summary of the written comments 
received follows. Those in favor of the project accept the value proposition for economic 
development; those against do not. Comments on the project generally fell into the following 
categories: 

 Economic growth  
 Improved linkages to jobs 
 Increased transportation connections 
 Improved access 
 Impacts to property values 
 Acquisitions and displacements 
 Cost value 
 Impacts on residential property values 
 Traffic in neighborhoods 
 Increased noise levels  
 Safety concerns  

Comments that provided project input considerations asked about the following: 

 Accommodations for people with disabilities  

                                                
1 The postcard option was cited by respondents, but did not represent one of the announcement options utilized for this meeting. 
2 This included word of mouth through friends and neighbors, Facebook, text, and radio. 
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 Transfers between trains 

 Coordination with Munster and Dyer to define the possible extension of Main Street west to 
IL 394 

 Station Design and locations  

 Noise mitigation evaluations given increased train traffic  

 Evaluations for increased traffic impacts on neighborhoods  

 Maintenance Yard Location evaluation 

 Property acquisition process 



 
November Workshops Meeting Summary 

  January 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

Meeting Announcements 

 

 



 
November Workshops Meeting Summary 

 Page A-1  January 2016 
 

 

 



 
November Workshops Meeting Summary 

 Page A-2  January 2016 
 

 
  



 
November Workshops Meeting Summary 

 Page A-3  January 2016 
 

 
 
NICTD West Lake Corridor Project  
Newspaper Meeting Announcement 
 

 
The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host three public 
workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project. These workshops will be held Monday, 
November 9, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison 
Avenue, Dyer, Indiana  46311; Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., 
Washington Irving Elementary School, 4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana  46327 
and Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School, 8000 
Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana  46321. 
 
The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update attendees on 
project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process. 
These workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to provide input to NICTD 
on project planning. 
 
Information on the project is available at the project website, www.nictdwestlake.com. 
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E-Blast to EJ Community Leaders 
 
Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host three public workshops for the West Lake 
Corridor project. This project is evaluating an extension of the South Shore Line between the 
Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago.  This expansion will more 
conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the Chicago area.  The purpose of these workshops is to 
provide an opportunity to update attendees on project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next 
steps in the evaluation process.  The workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to ask 
questions and provide input to the planning process. 

 
Workshops will be held: 

 
 Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary School,  

1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, Indiana  46311 
 

 Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Washington Irving Elementary School 
4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana  46327 
 

 Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School 
8000 Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana  46321 
 

As a recognized community leader, we invite you to attend and also share this meeting 
announcement with your constituency.  We hope that you can join us.  For additional questions 
or follow-up, you may contact our Public Coordinator, Matti McCormick at 317-537-2111 or via 
email at:  mccormickmatti@gmail.com 
 
For additional information on this project, you may visit the project website at 
www.nictdwestlake.com 
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